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Pre-shOw 
DisCussiOn QuesTiOns

Answer the following questions and discuss with peers prior to seeing the play.

• What do you know about explorers and explorations made by women?

• Are there any places that you want to explore if you had the chance?

• Would time travel influence that decision and how?



female exPlOrers in 
hisTOry

Nellie Bly- was best known for her article that expose 
the abuse going on in Women’s Lunatic Asylum, on 
Blackwell’s Island. Nellie greatest exploration began 
when she was inspired by Jules Verne’s novel Around the 
World in 80 Days. She decided to do just that and 
traveled the global by ship, train and horseback. Nellie 
eventually returned within 72 days, which later became 
part of several news stories and a memoir.

Fanny Bullock Workman- Fanny traveled with her 
husband and broke many records of altitude for 
women and became a noted geographer, cartographer 
and travel writer. Fanny was know for being shamelessly 
self-promoted but could also back up her talk with her 
detail notation of measurements she would take on her 
explorations. Fanny became the second woman to join 
the Royal Geographical Society of London.

RESOURCE: http://mentalfloss.com/article/59922/15-female-explorers-you-should-know



majOr CharaCTers in 
The Play

Fanny- Fanny is the most conservative of the group in 
all aspects: socially, politically, and morally. She is the 
only married member of the group. Fanny generally 
disapproves of everything she sees and hears in the 
future, finding it immoral.. Her sensual side is brought 
out in the second act and she gradually warms up to 
the future. Fanny is the second oldest member of the 
expedition.

Mary- Mary constantly cites her favorite periodical 
(the fictional newspaper “The Boston Geo”) as a source 
of wisdom. She remains unmarried, and considers 
exploration her unequivocal calling. Mary is the oldest 
member of the lady explorers’ expedition. She is utterly 
devoted to studying and experiencing the future, both 
from an objective and subjective perspective. 

Alexandra- Alexandra is the youngest of the group, 
and she allows her age to make up a considerable 
amount of her personality. She is typically forgetful, and 
tends to daydream. Upon encountering a new word (a 
frequent occurrence in their journey), she plays with it, 
trying to find rhymes and alternative meanings, to the 
endless irritation of her comrades. Any new discovery 
enthralls her.



DeCaDes Of exPlOraTiOns

RESOURCE: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/125/timelines/women-explorers/    



guiDe TO VOCabulary anD 
hisTOriCal referenCes

• Isthmus- a narrow strip of land with sea on either side, forming a link between 
two larger areas of land

• archipelago- a group of islands. a sea or stretch of water containing many 
islands

• pro forma cuppa- pro forma: as if (circumstances were understood to be 
different) cuppa: cup of tea (or coffee)

• provenance- the place of origin or earliest known history of something
• dacoits- an Anglicized Hindi word referring to armed bandits, particularly 

during colonial rule of India, Burma in the 1800s
• dirigible- a rigid-bodied airship such as the Zeppelin (as opposed to a 

soft-bodied blimp)
• polytopians- a traveler of “many spaces” - polytopia

Loofah in everyday non-technical usage, the luffa, also spelled loofah, usually means 
the fruit of the two species L. aegyptiaca and L. acutangula. The fruit of these species 
is cultivated and eaten as a vegetable. The fruit must be harvested at a young stage of 
development to be edible. The vegetable is popular in China and Vietnam. The fully 
developed fruit is the source of the loofah scrubbing sponge used in bathrooms and 
kitchens. 
Cool Whip was introduced in 1966 by the Birds Eye division of General Foods. It is 
used in North America as a dessert topping and in some no-bake pie recipes. It was 
originally described as “non-dairy” as it contained neither cream nor milk and no 
lactose; however, it did contain the milk derivative caseinate. 
Yo-yo is a toy which in its simplest form is an object consisting of an axle connected 
to two disks, and a length of string looped around the axle, similar to a slender spool. 
First made popular in the 1920s, yo-yoing remains a popular pastime of many 
generations and cultures. It was first invented in ancient Greece.

These vocabulary and historical reference will help with understanding parts of the 
play and plot



blaCk bOx TheaTre 
sTaging

Known for their flexibility and simple 
design, Black Box Theatres have been 
popular since the 1920’s. This type of 
unique space offers the ability to 
easily transform a scene through 
flexible staging and alternate lighting 
configurations. 

More importantly, a Black Box Theatre serves a 
greater purpose of connecting the audience to 
the performers in a purposeful and 
uninterrupted way. In its most basic description, 
a Black Box Theatre is a simple, open space 
consisting of four walls, a floor, and a ceiling that 
are all painted black. 

One of the main benefits of a Black Box Theatre is its 
versatility, but this can often leave theatre owners 
frustrated with many options to choose from.  More 
importantly, it is crucial for them to choose the right equipment 
that will both fit seamlessly into their performance space and 
also allow flexible movement and storage.

Ground Plan for On The Verge

Tennis Court Seating Arrangement

In the Round Seating Arrangement Thrust Seating Arrangement



POsT-shOw 
DisCussiOn QuesTiOns

Answer the following questions and discuss with peers after to seeing the play.

• How do the characters differ from one another? How are they alike?

• What do you think the main driving point of the plot is?

• What visual, textual or verbal help you the most understand the play and it’s 
characters? How so?

• What is one thing you took away from the play that was factual or new 
       information for you?



referenCes anD OTher 
resOurCes

References:
• Articles about female explorers and the play
http://mentalfloss.com/article/59922/15-female-explorers-you-should-know
http://www.livescience.com/31297-extreme-female-explorers.html
• More information about the play
https://tomjoynerphd.wordpress.com/dramaturgy/study-guides/on-the-verge-

Other Resources:
• Video about black box theatres
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTvbf1jRiLA


