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Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
75
After change
78


1. Exact description of request:

First change is to add a required Basic Statistics course (SOC 295) for all majors (new course proposal is being forwarded). Second change is to add a required capstone experience for all majors, either SOCIOLGY 493 APPLIED SOCIOLOGY (internship) or SOCIOLGY 494/694 SEMINAR IN SOCIOLOGY.  Other secondary changes that have already made to other sociology majors/emphases include the following: Change 1: Maximum credits from SOCIOLGY 493 APPLIED SOCIOLOGY (internship) allowed in the major is changed to 6.  Currently no limit;  Change 2: Remove 3 deleted courses, SOCIOLGY 280, SOCIOLGY 290, SOCIOLGY 478; Change 3: Update changed course number SOCIOLGY 420 and make it a substitute option for the course SOCIOLGY 473; Change 4: Add ANTHROPL 218 as an option within GROUP 5A

From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
LICENSURE - 42 UNITS

1. EDFOUND 212, EDFOUND 425 AND SECNDED 466

2. EDFOUND 243 OR EDFOUND 445

3. SELECT 2 UNITS FROM CIFLD 210

4A. STUDENT TEACHING: SELECT 2 UNITS FROM CIFLD 402 OR

CIFLD 404

4B. STUDENT TEACHING: SELECT 12 UNITS FROM CIFLD 414

OR CIFLD 412

5. SECNDED 430

6. GEOGRPY 252 OR BIOLOGY 214

7. ECON 213

8. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM COURSE CIFLD 492

9. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM SPECED 205

MAJOR - 33 UNITS

1. SOCIOLGY 240

2. SOCIOLGY 473 (SATISFIES MAJOR WRITING REQUIREMENT)

3. SOCIOLGY 476 (SATISFIES COMPUTER LITERACY AND STATISTICS

REQUIREMENT)

4. SELECT AT LEAST 1 COURSE FROM EACH OF THE 4 NUMBERED

GROUPS BELOW. INCLUDE AT LEAST 9 UNITS

FROM COURSES NUMBERED 300 OR ABOVE.

GRP 1A: SOCIOLGY 250, SOCIOLGY 337, SOCIOLGY 340,

SOCIOLGY 352, SOCIOLGY 355, SOCIOLGY 356, SOCIOLGY

362, SOCIOLGY 380, SOCIOLGY 385 AND SOCIOLGY 390

GRP 2A: SOCIOLGY 265, SOCIOLGY 270, SOCIOLGY 280, SOCIOLGY

285, SOCIOLGY 290, SOCIOLGY 345, SOCIOLGY 350,

SOCIOLGY 351, SOCIOLGY 353, SOCIOLGY 388, SOCIOLGY

391, SOCIOLGY 430

GRP 3A: SOCIOLGY 252, SOCIOLGY 302, SOCIOLGY 310, SOCIOLGY

312, SOCIOLGY 315, SOCIOLGY 319, SOCIOLGY

342, AND SOCIOLGY 392

GRP 4A: SOCIOLGY 276, SOCIOLGY 365, SOCIOLGY 370, SOCIOLGY

371, SOCIOLGY 372, SOCIOLGY 373, SOCIOLGY

374, SOCIOLGY 378, SOCIOLGY 379 AND SOCIOLGY 426

4. OTHER COURSES INCLUDE: SOCIOLGY 478, SOCIOLGY 490,

SOCIOLGY 491, SOCIOLGY 493, SOCIOLGY 494, SOCIOLGY

496, SOCIOLGY 498, SOCIOLGY 499

5. SELECT REQUIRED AND ELECTIVE UNITS TO TOTAL 33

GENED 130 NOT APPLICABLE

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR
To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
LICENSURE - 42 UNITS

1. EDFOUND 212, EDFOUND 425 AND SECNDED 466

2. EDFOUND 243 OR EDFOUND 445

3. SELECT 2 UNITS FROM CIFLD 210

4A. STUDENT TEACHING: SELECT 2 UNITS FROM CIFLD 402 OR

CIFLD 404

4B. STUDENT TEACHING: SELECT 12 UNITS FROM CIFLD 414

OR CIFLD 412

5. SECNDED 430

6. GEOGRPY 252 OR BIOLOGY 214

7. ECON 213

8. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM COURSE CIFLD 492

9. SELECT 3 UNITS FROM SPECED 205

MAJOR - 36 UNITS

1. SOCIOLGY 240

2. SOCIOLGY 295 (Satisfies Technological Literacy Requirement)

3. SOCIOLGY 473 OR SOCIOLGY 420 (Satisfies Major Writing Requirement)

4. SOCIOLGY 476 (Satisfies Computer Literacy and Statistics)

5. SOCIOLGY 493 OR SOCIOLGY 494

6. SELECT AT LEAST 3 UNITS FROM EACH OF THE 5 NUMBERED GROUPS BELOW. INCLUDE AT LEAST 9 UNITS FROM COURSES NUMBERED 300 OR ABOVE.

GRP 1: SOCIOLGY 250, SOCIOLGY 337, SOCIOLGY 340, SOCIOLGY 352, SOCIOLGY 355, SOCIOLGY 356, AND SOCIOLGY 380, AND SOCIOLGY 390
GRP 2: SOCIOLGY 265, SOCIOLGY 270, SOCIOLGY 280, SOCIOLGY 285, SOCIOLGY 345, SOCIOLGY 351, SOCIOLGY 353, AND SOCIOLGY 393

GRP 3: SOCIOLGY 252, SOCIOLGY 302, SOCIOLGY 310, SOCIOLGY 312, SOCIOLGY 315, SOCIOLGY 342, SOCIOLGY 362, AND SOCIOLOGY 392

GRP 4: SOCIOLGY 276, SOCIOLGY 365, SOCIOLGY 370, SOCIOLGY 371, SOCIOLGY 372, SOCIOLGY 373, SOCIOLGY 374, SOCIOLGY 378, SOCIOLGY 379 AND SOCIOLGY 426

GRP 5: ANTHROPL 218  SOCIOLGY 290, ANTHROPL 310, SOCIOLGY 319, SOCIOLGY 321, SOCIOLGY 350, SOCIOLGY 385, SOCIOLGY 388, SOCIOLGY 391 AND SOCIOLGY 491

5. ELECTIVES INCLUDE SOCIOLGY 478, SOCIOLGY 490, SOCIOLGY 493, SOCIOLGY 496, SOCIOLGY 498 AND SOCIOLGY 499

7. ELECTIVES INCLUDE SOCIOLGY 490, SOCIOLGY 493, SOCIOLGY 496, SOCIOLGY 498 AND SOCIOLGY 499

8. A MAXIMUM OF 6 UNITS OF SOCIOLOGY 493 CAN COUNT IN THE MAJOR

9. SOCIOLOGY REQUIRED AND ELECTIVE UNITS TO TOTAL 36. GENED 130 NOT APPLICABLE.

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

The statistics course aligns directly with the mission and strategic plan of the institution in several ways.  Adding the statistics class to the sociology curriculum expands and extends students’ opportunity to develop quantitative skills while increasing the quality of the major. Secondly, it reflects the educator-scholar community by providing a platform for our students to enhance the skills needed to engage in further faculty-student research partnerships in this class and outside of it. Thirdly, this course will be dual-listed and be taught by the Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice and Math & Computer Science departments to cultivate relationships across the campus community.  At the College level, this dual-listed course increases interdepartmental and interdisciplinary cooperation. In terms of the Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice Department program student learning outcomes, the new course helps students gain understanding of multivariate models which may include various demographic variables (e.g., race, gender, sexuality) thereby helping students begin to recognize the complex intersections between social categories such as these and others. By gaining knowledge in quantitative research, specifically statistics, students begin to increase their opportunities to prepare for advanced education beyond the bachelor's degree, have opportunities to participate in social science research, and demonstrate quantitative literacy, three other learning outcomes. Finally, through participation and practice in writing up statistical results, students will have opportunities to demonstrate written communication.  The capstone experience will ensure that all students in the major have an integrative experience.
3. Rationale:

Sociologists commonly use statistical methods in their research. A review of comparable undergraduate Sociology major programs nationally revealed that the University of Wisconsin –Whitewater is one of a tiny minority that did not formally prepare students in understanding how to conduct and interpret social science statistics in a required statistics course.  Currently, we squeeze a statistics component into our required SOC 476 Social Research Methods course.  This greatly compromises attention needed for methods content.  2009 and 2010 assessment data on the learning outcomes of SOC 476 revealed that students appreciated the statistics component but that students felt it was rushed, more time was needed for it, more lab time, and extra exercises were suggested for interpreting data in scientific journals.  This statistics course will prepare teachers in understanding social science research as well as prepare students for a professional job and/or for graduate studies in Sociology or other related programs.  In a national survey of BA/BS sociology majors working in applied career five years after graduation, majors reported that research and statistical courses to be highly valuable and had a direct application in their careers. In addition, this type of quantitative literacy is in demand as noted in the LEAP initiative as an essential learning outcome. Statistics learned within the department allows faculty to use social research examples in classes relevant to students’ immediate post-college future.  Finally, it fulfills the technological literacy requirement as it requires students use computers to work on raw and existing (e.g., General Social Survey) datasets, and to run and interpret several statistical models using the well-known SPSS statistical software program.  The course will be primarily taught by new Assistant Professor whose starting date will be August 2012 and also by faculty from the Mathematics & Computer Science department.  

The capstone experience is a High Impact Educational Practice.  LEAP recommends that all students have a culminating experience that requires students nearing the end of their college years to create a project of that integrates and applies what they have learned. Currently, about 2/3 of majors complete an internship experience as one of their electives within the major. The internship course (SOCIOLGY 493 Applied Sociology) has served as an effective capstone experience for students with an applied, immediate career orientation.  However, it leave the approximately 1/3 of major who do not elect the internship experience without any capstone experience. A senior seminar in which these students, who have other interests, are graduate school bound, or still need to develop a focus will ensure that all majors have an integrative, culminating experience.
4. Cost Implications:

The statistics course requirement will not affect the staffing budget as a new faculty line has been authorized for this purpose.  In addition, Dr. Mickelson from the Mathematics and Computer Science Department can teach the course occasionally as well. The assigned text will be the primary text for the course and available via Textbook Rental.  The university already has a license for the statistical software for the course. Additional materials for the class include articles freely downloadable via our library EbscoHOST database which includes social science research. The course will include use of the VonNeuman computer lab. The lab is available for the time periods needed for this course without adding strain to other courses that may need the lab.  More specifically, this course is providing a more in-depth approach to a topic that is currently squeezed into an existing Methods course.  Upon its offering, the existing course will no longer squeeze in its statistical unit thereby no longer using the VonNeuman computer lab freeing it up for this new course.

Adding a requirement that all students have a capstone experience will only have an impact for the approximately 1/3 of students who do take choose the internship elective.  Teaching SOCIOLGY 494 Seminar in Sociology, will be rotated among the tenured and tenure-track faculty and have varying topics.  Offering one or two sections per year, depending on demand, will substitute for one of the upper level courses currently in course rotations of the department’s faculty.
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