
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Economics - Public Policy Emphasis


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
2.0
Sponsor(s):  
Jeff Heinrich


Department(s):
Economics


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures for Form #2)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
33
After change
0


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

Remove the Public Policy Emphasis option in the Economics BA/BS degree.
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)

ECONOMICS - PUBLIC POLICY EMPHASIS (BA/BS)

MAJOR - 33 UNITS

1. ECON 201 (GS), ECON 245, ECON 301, ECON 302, ECON 404

2. SELECT 12 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING: ECON 341, ECON 345, ECON 353, ECON 356, ECON 438, ECON 445, ECON 471, OR ECON 493

3. SELECT 6 UNITS FROM THE FOLLOWING: POLISCI 330, POLISCI 344, GEOGRPY 340, GEOGRPY 350 OR GEOGRPY 440

UNIQUE MAJOR AND WRITING REQUIREMENT - 9-11 UNITS

1. ECON 202 (GS) AND ITBE 353

2. MATH 243 OR MATH 250

To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
(removal)

2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

3. Rationale:

Emphasis was adopted on the premise that students could get a certain selection of courses officially recognized on their transcript as an emphasis at no cost to the department.  It is now the case that emphases within majors need to be supported with their own learning goals and assessment, creating a maintenance cost.  Existing faculty have no particular attachment to the emphasis, and only a handful of students (if any) have ever taken the emphasis.  Evidence suggests that, in fact, students are prone to dropping emphases prior to graduation as they can get a vanilla Econ BA/BS with fewer credits.  Thus, the emphasis can be considered of low value to both faculty and students and not worth any maintenance cost.

4. Cost Implications:

No budgetary impact.  Deletion of the emphasis saves the department an anticipated increase in future program maintenance opportunity cost.
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