University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
WOMENST 481 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
 Gender, Ethnicity, and the Environment 
25-Character Abbreviation:  
 Gendr, Ethni & Envir    


Sponsor(s):  
Alison Townsend
Department(s):
Women's Studies
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
NA
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
Sophomore standing
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Women's Studies
Instructor:
Alison Townsend

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
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Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification: 
The proposed course, Gender, Ethnicity and the Environment, will provide students with an introduction to the ways that sexism, racism, class/ethnic exploitation and environmental destruction are interrelated.  The course considers how social and cultural forces contribute to the exploitation of nature and explores alternative theoretical and activist perspectives (such as deep ecology and bioregionalism, ecofemisim, environmental justice, etc.) and responses to the environmental crisis.  Because some of the most profound writing about environment today appears in the form of novels, essays, poetry, and memoirs, a number of literary works are included in the reading for course, complementing more theoretical material and serving as guides to a better understanding of how different cultures define, interact with, and affect the natural world.  Though some of the issues mentioned above are touched upon in other classes in the department and at the University, there is currently no course available for students who wish to focus on exploring what writer and environmentalist Lauret Savoy has called “the intersections of ecological awareness, cultural diversity, and human responsibility.”
Gender, Ethnicity and the Environment will both complement and extend current course offerings in Women’s Studies, satisfying the departmental goal of offering majors and others a more comprehensive curriculum.  It will expand the department's ability, as articulated in its constitution, to offer courses that “deal with material relevant to the situation of women in a multi-cultural world, such as: the construction of gender roles, the history of women, feminist theory, the socio-economic status of women, women’s health and safety, and the effect of race and class on women.”  By presenting historically under-represented feminist, racial, and ethnic perspectives on environmental issues, Gender, Ethnicity, and the Environment will fill an important curricular gap, exposing students to a wider theoretical framework and leading them to a deeper understanding of the complicated environmental legacy we live with today.  Studying the environment from the perspectives of gender, ethnicity, race, and class will help students to both better understand the issues and live more responsibly in the world.  
The course will also supplement and diversify the Gender and Ethnic Studies Minor, supporting the minor’s goal of allowing students to “explore the intersections [of Gender Studies and Ethnic Studies] and to study the ways that gender and ethnicity shape each other and the social world.”  In both Women’s Studies and Gender and Ethnic Studies, the course inaugurates skills that will help prepare students for both graduate school and real world scenarios, such as internships or jobs in environmental writing.  The course will also help prepare successful students by following initiatives outlined in the LEAP essential learning outcomes.  Finally, the course will be cross-listed as a Humanities elective in the new Environmental Sciences major, building an important bridge between the humanities and the sciences, and enhancing and strengthening interdisciplinarity in the College of Letters and Sciences. As such, it has the potential to attract more majors and minors to both Women’s Studies and Gender and Ethnic Studies.  In addition, because it will be designated as a diversity course, it also has the potential to be one of the most widely taken courses in the Environmental Sciences major.  Less tangibly, but no less importantly, Gender, Ethnicity and the Environment will empower students by helping them see that the natural world is inextricably linked with gender, identity and culture. This kind of awareness can develop greater ecological awareness and literacy and help influence the fate of the earth.


Gender, Ethnicity and the Environment has been designed as an elective course for Women’s Studies majors or minors and Gender and Ethnic Studies minors, as well as a humanities elective with a diversity designation in the proposed Environmental Sciences major.  It will also be of interest to Liberal Studies majors and minors seeking a better understanding of these issues, to secondary Education majors and minors seeking to better understand/apply the issues in the high school curriculum, to majors in Biology, Education, English, History, Philosophy, Psychology, Religion, and Social Work, who can apply it in their fields, and to students from other disciplines interested in exploring the interrelation of environmental and social justice issues.
Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The assessment process in Women’s Studies includes student portfolios collected in the Advanced Seminar and assessment questions collected in Introduction to Women’s Studies and upper division Women’s Studies courses.  Women’s Studies majors and Gender and Ethnicity minors who take the course will be noted and considered in assessment.  In addition, Environmental Sciences majors who take the course will be evaluated according to assessment tools used for that major (currently in development)
Budgetary impact:  None.  Course will be taught as part of the regular Department rotation.  Anderson Library contains many of the titles on the course list.  Acquisitions will be made through funding that is currently available.  The course will meet in existing classroom space.

Course description: (50 word limit):  An examination of the ways that sexism, racism, ethnic/class exploitation and environmental destruction are interrelated.  Considers social and cultural forces that lead to limited and/or gendered concepts of nature, and explores alternative theoretical and activist perspectives (deep ecology, bioregionalism, ecofemisim, environmental justice, etc.) and responses to the environmental crisis.

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following: 
1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:
Objectives:

To understand how social and cultural forces can lead to a gendered and/or racially and ethnically myopic view of nature and the environment.

To understand and apply principles of ecofeminism, both practically and philosophically, using it as perspective from which we can explore the relationship between women and nature and understand how sexism, racism, class/ethnic exploitation and environmental destruction are interrelated. 
To consider how women and other marginalized voices write about nature and the environment, in both creative and theoretical works, and to explore whether/why they do so differently, and how these writings can lead to a deeper understanding of our role in nature.

To become more familiar and conversant with nature and environmental writing outside of the Euro-American mainstream canon.
To come together as a diverse, questioning, and celebratory group of readers and writers, to explore and share our experiences of the natural world and the many places where that world intersects with human culture.
To deepen and extend our writer’s voice, compiling a body of creative and critical work about the natural world and the environmental crisis.
To develop our skills in drafting, revising, editing, and commenting on writing – our own and that of others.
To deepen our critical thinking abilities, to explore the creative process, and to learn more about ourselves – as writers and human beings, considering how identity and culture are shaped by the environment.
Texts:  

Purchase:

Lorraine Anderson, Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry about Nature
David Barnhill, At Home on the Earth: Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology 
Alison Hawthorne Deming & Lauret Savoy: The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity & the Natural World
Susan Griffin, Women and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her
Linda Hogan, Solar Storms 
Sandra Steingraber.  Living Downstream: An Ecologist’s Personal Investigation of Cancer & the                                                Environment
Terry Tempest Williams: Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place
Textbook Rental:
Noel Sturgeon, Environmentalism in Popular Culture: Gender, Race, Sexuality & the Politics of the                                   Natural

On Reserve:

Irene Diamond and Gloria Orenstein, Reweaving the World: The Emergence of Ecofemisim
Karen Warren, Ecofeminism: Women, Culture, and Nature 
In addition, there will be a number of shorter readings on Electronic Reserve.
Evaluation:

Attendance/Commitment: 10% (attendance taken daily)

Participation: 10% (includes discussion, presentations, small group work, leading one class discussion, etc)

Reader Responses/Position Papers: 30%

Mid-term essay exam (take-home): 10%

Place journal: 15% (16 entries)
Write-up of attendance at a Women’s Studies or Environmental Studies Campus Event: 5% 
Final Paper/Project: 20% 
Grading will be calculated on a 12 point scale, converted to letter grades (where 12=A+ and 0=F).
Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)

Adams, Carol J.  Ecofeminism and the Eating of Animals: Feminism and the Defense of Animals.
------.  Ecofeminism and the Sacred.   
Adams, Carol J. & Donovan, J.  Animals and Women: Feminist Theoretical Explorations.                                           Alaimo, S.,  Undomesticated Ground - Recasting Nature as Feminist Space.   
Allister, Mark (Ed.). Eco-man: New Perspectives on Masculinity and Nature.                                                Anderson, Lorraine.  Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry about Nature                                        Anderson, Lorraine, Scott Slovic and John O’Grady (eds). Literature and the Environment: A Reader on Nature and Culture.                                                                                                                                                                            Atwood, Margaret.  Surfacing.                                                                                                                             Barnhill, David.  At Home on the Earth: Becoming Native to Our Place, A Multicultural Anthology                    Biehl, J.  Rethinking Ecofeminist Politics.   
Bigwood, C.,  Earth Muse - Feminism, Nature and Art.   
Braidotti, R. & Lykke, N.  Between Monsters, Goddesses and Cyborgs : Feminist Confrontations With Science, Medicine and Cyberspace. 
Braidotti, R. et al.  Women, the Environment and Sustainable Development.   
Brandt, B.  Whole Life Economics: Revaluing Daily Life. 
Caputi, J.  Gossips, Gorgons and Crones: The Fates of the Earth.                                                                      Carson, Rachel.   The Sea Around Us.                                                                                                                 Charles, Leonard, et al.  Home: A Bioregional Reader.                                                                                        Collard, A. & Contrucci, J.   Rape of the World: Man’s Violence against Animals and the Earth.                         Cook, Barbara.  Women Writing Nature: A Feminist View.  
Corea, G. et al.  The Mother Machine.                                                                                                             Cudworth, Erika.  Developing Ecofeminist Theory                                                                                              Cuomo, C.J.  Feminism and Ecological Communities: An Ethic of Flourishing.                                                    Daly, M.  Gyn/Ecology.   
Deane-Drummond, Celia.  The Ethics of Nature.                                                                                                Deming, Alison Hawthorne & Lauret Savoy.   The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity & the Natural World  Diamond, I. & Orenstein, G. (eds.).  Reweaving The World-The Emergence Of Ecofeminism.   
Diamond, I.  Fertile Ground- Women, Earth, and the Limits of Control.                                                              Dillard, Annie.  Pilgrim at Tinker Creek.                                                                                                             Dodson Gray, E.  Green Paradise Lost. 
 Eaton, Heather.  Introducing Ecofeminist Theologies.  . 
Eaton, Heather and Lois Ann Lorentzen.   Ecofeminism & Globalization: Exploring Culture, Context, and Religion.  Finch, Robert  and John Elder.  The Norton Book of Nature Writing: The Tradition in English.       
Fuss, D.  Essentially Speaking : Feminism, Nature & Difference.   
Gaard, G.  Ecofeminism: Women, Animals, Nature.   
-----.  Ecological Politics: Ecofeminists and the Greens.   
Gaard, G & Murphy, P.   Ecofeminist Literary Criticism: Theory, Interpretation, Pedagogy. 
Gebara, Ivone.  Longing for Running Water: Ecofeminism and Liberation.
Griffin, Susan.  Woman and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her. 
Haraway, Donna.  The Companion Species Manifesto.
-----.   Primate Visions: Gender, Race and Nature in the World of Modern Science.   
Hawthorne, Susan.  Wild Politics: Feminism, Globalisation, and Bio/Diversity.                                            Hofrichter, R.  Toxic Struggles: The Theory and Practice of Environmental Justice.                                           Hogan, Linda.  Solar Storms.                                                                                                                             

 -----, Dwellings: A Spiritual History of the Natural World.                                                                                     Kheel, Marti.  Nature Ethics: An Ecofeminist Perspective.                                                                                  Laduke, Winona.  All Our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life.
Littig, Beatte.  Feminist Perspectives on Environment and Society.  
MacCormack, C & Strathern, M (eds.).  Nature, Culture and Gender.. 
Mellor, M.  Breaking The Boundaries- Towards a Feminist Green Socialism.   
-----.  Feminism and Ecology. 
Merchant, C.   The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology, and the Scientific Revolution.   
-----.  Ecological Revolutions: Nature, Gender and Science in New England.   
-----.  Radical Ecology: The Search for a Livable World.   
-----.  Earthcare: Women and the Environment. 
Merchant, C. (ed.).  Ecology.   
Murphy, P.  Literature, Nature, and Other- Ecofeminist Critiques.   
Norwood, V.  Made from This Earth: American Women and Nature. 
Noske, B.  Humans and Other Animals - Beyond the Boundaries of Anthropology.  
Plant, J.  Healing the Wounds: The Promise of Ecofeminism.   
Plumwood, Val.  Environmental Culture.   
-----.  Feminism and the Mastery of Nature.  
Primavesi, Anne.  Sacred Gaia: Holistic Theology and Earth System Science.                                                        Ray, Janisse.  Ecology of a Cracker Childhood.
Ress, Mary Judith.  Ecofeminism in Latin America: Women from the Margins. .
Rocheleau, D. et al.  Feminist Political Ecology - Global Issues and Local Experiences.                                      Rose, G.  Feminism and Geography.   
Ruether, R.  Ecofeminisms: Symbolic and Social Constructions between the Oppression of Women and the Domination of Nature.  
-----.  Gaia and God - An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth Healing.   
-----.  Integrating Ecofeminism, Globalization, and World Religions..
-----.  New Woman, New Earth.   
-----.  Sexism and God-Talk-Toward a Feminist Theology.   
-----.  Women Healing Earth: Third World Women on Ecology, Feminism and Religion.   
Sachs, C.  Women Working in the Environment. 
Salleh, A.  Ecofeminism As Politics. 
Sandilands, C.  The Good-Natured Feminist: Ecofeminism and the Quest for Democracy. 
Saver, Peter.  Finding Home:  Writing on Nature and Culture from Orion Magazine.

Seager, J.  Earth Follies: Feminism, Politics and The Environment.   
Shiva, Vandana.  Biopiracy: The Plunder of Nature and Knowledge. 
-----.  Close to Home: Women Reconnect Ecology, Health and Development. 
-----.  Monocultures of the Mind: Perspectives on Biodiversity and Biotechnology. 
-----.  Staying Alive: Women, Ecology and Development.   
Shiva, V. & Mies, M.  Ecofeminism.   
Shiva, V. & Moser, I.  Biopolitics: A Feminist and Ecological Reader on Biotechnology. 
Snyder, H.  Biocurrents: The Struggle for the World's Soul. 
Soper, K..  What Is Nature?                                                                                                                                Spretnak, Charlene,  The Resurgence of the Real.                                                                                             Starhawk.  The Fifth Sacred Thing.                                                                                                                   
Steingraber, Sandra.  Living Downstream: An Ecologist’s Personal Investigation of Cancer and the Environment.
Sturgeon, N.  Ecofeminist Natures: Race, Gender, Feminist Theory, and Political Action.                                          ------, Environmentalism in Popular Culture: Gender, Race, Sexuality, and the Politics of the Natural.              Sullivan, Shannon.   Living Across and Through Skins: transactional bodies, pragmatism, and feminism.  
Thompson, P.  Environmental Education for the 21st Century: International and Interdisciplinary Perspectives. 
Turpin, J. & Lorentzen, L.  The Gendered New World Order: Militarism, Development, and the Environment
Warren, K., et al.  Bringing Peace Home: Feminism, Violence, and Nature. 
Warren, K. (ed.).   Ecofeminism- Women, Culture, Nature. 
-----.   Ecological Feminism . 
-----.   Ecological Feminist Philosophies.                                                                                                            Williams, Terry Tempest. Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place                                                Zimmerman, M.  (1994).  Contesting Earth's Future: Radical Ecology and Postmodernity. 
Note: A number of these titles are from the www.ecofem.org bibliography.
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html" Rights and Responsibilities

HYPERLINK "../../www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html"
” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 

Course Objectives and tentative course syllabus with mandatory information (paste syllabus below):
SYLLABUS: GENDER, ETHNICITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Instructor: Alison Townsend

Office: 421 Heide Hall

Office Phone: 472-5056   English Department Phone: 472-1036 (messages) 

Office Hours: TR 10:00-11:00, W: 5:00-6:00 p.m., & by appointment.  
Home Phone:  (608) 873-8304 (in emergencies only, please)

E-mail:  townsena@uww.edu 

TEXTS:
Purchase:

Lorraine Anderson, Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry about Nature

David Barnhill, At Home on the Earth: Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology 
Alison Hawthorne Deming & Lauret Savoy: The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity & the Natural World
Susan Griffin, Women and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her
Linda Hogan, Solar Storms 

Sandra Steingraber.  Living Downstream: An Ecologist’s Personal Investigation of Cancer and the                                            Environment
Terry Tempest Williams: Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place
Textbook Rental:
Noel Sturgeon, Environmentalism in Popular Culture: Gender, Race, Sexuality & the Politics of the                                   Natural

On Reserve:

Irene Diamond and Gloria Orenstein, Reweaving the World: The Emergence of Ecofemnism
Karen Warren, Ecofeminism: Women, Culture, and Nature
In addition, there will be a number of shorter readings on Electronic Reserve.  Please note that you will need to print these out and bring them to class on the day they are being discussed.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Gender, Ethnicity, and the Environment explores the ways that sexism, racism, class or ethnic exploitation and environmental damage and destruction are interrelated.  The course considers how social and cultural forces contribute to the exploitation of nature and explores alternative theoretical and activist perspectives (such as deep ecology, bioregionalism, ecofemisim, environmental justice, etc.) and responses to the environmental crisis.  Because some of the most profound writing about the environment today appears in the form of novels, essays and memoirs, we will read some of these works, using them as guides to a better understanding of how different cultures define, interact with, and affect the natural world.  We will also look to some of these readings as a source of hope, considering what they suggest about a more sustainable way of living in the world.
Our readings will serve as both inspirations and models for our own writing.  We will work through a series of exercises about nature and the environment, which may serve as springboards for longer pieces of writing.  We will keep a place journal, and write one long paper, as well as reflective responses to our reading, and participate in an on-going dialogue about the role that nature and environmental writing plays in shaping a culture responsive to environmental realities.  Since nature and environmental writing is, by definition, an outdoors activity, we’ll spend some time both observing and writing outside on campus.  Everyone will also select a spot of their own to observe and write about over the course of the semester in his/her place journal.  We will take a field trip, see a film or two, and, funding permitting, have several guest speakers.  We will meet in small groups and in individual conferences to exchange ideas, discuss our work, and cheer one another on.  I see this course as an exploration, one in which we all learn from one another and this beautiful and endangered planet.   

COURSE FORMAT AND PROCEDURE: This is a discussion-based class.  I expect and require you to do the reading and assigned writings before class, to participate thoughtfully and regularly, to take risks, and be an active member of our classroom community.  I will serve as facilitator and guide, asking questions, helping to focus and clarify our discussion.  I am passionate about the natural world and the state of our beautiful and imperiled planet, and will also serve, to the best of my abilities, as a resource person for more information about environmental concerns.  Please be forewarned that I do not lecture.  While I will always be here to help focus and guide our conversations about our reading, I believe that part of finding (or refining) one’s voice involves both trusting one’s own insights and assuming a high degree of autonomy in terms of class discussion.  To this end, I will ask that two “discussion leaders” start us off each class in our thinking about each set of readings.  This doesn’t mean that you will need to be responsible for running the entire class, but it does mean that you’ll need to bring some thoughtful questions and observations to jump-start our conversation.  (Discussion leaders may want to coordinate by email or other means.) Class will be a mix of conversation/discussion, writing exercises, small group work, and readings of our work.  
I ask that you approach all of our discussions, readings, and sharing of our own writing with openness, curiosity, and respect.  Some of the material we will consider this semester is upsetting.  I ask that you approach it with both your mind and your heart, at all times being generous toward and respectful of your peers.  This doesn’t mean that we can’t ask questions or disagree, but rather that we remember that we are engaged in a group process aimed at better understanding of ourselves, our culture (s), the damage done to our planet, and ways that we might restore it.  

ATTENDANCE:  Two words say it: essential and required.  One of the most important things we will do this semester is to come together as a community who listen deeply and, in Nelle Morton’s lovely phrase, help “hear one another into speech” and what we each need to write about the issues at hand.  That means that everyone's voice is valuable and necessary to the course process.  You may have two absences, after which your grade goes down one full point for every absence.  Three unexcused absences will seriously compromise your grade for the class.  Serious illness, a death in the family, or other legitimate crises doesn’t count against you.  But please be in touch and let me know what is going on.
PAPERS:  There is one 10-12 page research paper in this class, due at the end of the semester.  You will have several options in this assignment, which will be on a subject of your choice.  My only caveat in this assignment is that it must focus on some element covered in our reading.  This assignment will differ from the kind of term paper assignments that many you may be used to, insofar as it is a piece of creative nonfiction informed by research.  What that means is that it is a certain kind personal essay, written in the first person (“I) voice, but informed by strong academic research.  There are several ways to approach writing this kind of alternative research paper.  I will be providing more information – and plenty of examples – about this as class proceeds.

EXAMS:  One mid-term, take-home essay exam, based on issues in class up to that point.
REFLECTIVE RESPONSES: We will also write reflective responses to class assignments.  Reflective responses allow us to consider our personal reaction to a piece of writing and are an important first step in understanding what we think.  These are due (A MINIMUM OF 2 PAGES PER GROUP OF ASSIGNED READINGS, TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED), at the start of every class.  I would like you to begin by asking two questions about anything that you find puzzling or confusing in the reading.  They should be exploratory or analytical in nature.  In other words, they should ask "why?"  In the second part of your response, I would like you to enter into a more extended meditation about the assigned readings and other issues/ideas that may occur to you about them.  This is informal, personal writing (though you must observe correct grammar and mechanics).  You may write in the first person or even as a letter to me if you want.  The responses are aimed at 1) helping you to discover what you think and, 2) assisting you in feeling more comfortable about the sometimes intimidating task of discussing our readings.  While they are informal, “daily work,” I take your responses very seriously and they count toward a significant portion of your grade.  I will ask you to print them out, bring them to class and turn them in to me in class each week.  We will be using them springboards for our discussion, and I will call on people to present their questions and/or responses.  Responses will be evaluated on the “check” system, with “check” being satisfactory, “check plus” being outstanding and “check minus” being unsatisfactory.
PLACE/FIELD JOURNALS: Besides being an important genre in their own right, journals are an excellent way to gather material and practice writing.  There is a long history of the journal form in nature and environmental writing.  Thoreau wrote Walden based on material in his journals. Annie Dillard developed her award-winning book, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, from journals she kept while living in the woods.  Native American writer Linda Hogan begins much of her beautiful writing about the natural world in her journal.  Journals are also contemplative, a way of focusing, going deeper, and noticing things we miss at first glance.  When we observe, we must sit still and deeply see.  Artist and nature writer Hannah Hinchman calls the journal “…an accumulation of moments of true wakefulness.”  

I’d like you each to identify a special place that you’d like to observe, think about, meditate on, and write about over the course of the semester.  It can be a favorite spot on campus, a garden, a corner of your yard or neighborhood, what you see outside your window, or a nearby “natural area” such as the UWW Nature Preserve or a county park. If you live near the Kettle Moraine, great.  But it’s important to realize that you don’t have to think big here. For many years, for example, while living in Southern California, where the natural world and human culture bump especially tightly up against one another, I kept a journal about a corner of my yard, amazed at how much “wildness” I witnessed there.  

So think small and manageable, look for what naturalist John Hay calls “local wilderness.”  In selecting your place for in-depth observation, keep in mind that it needs to be easily accessible (and safe!). Taking a cue from writer and teacher Suzanne Ross, consider some of the following ideas:  Allow your place journals to be both informal and improvisational, like life, a record of your observations, process, and consciousness as you attempt to know and be at home in this place.  Describe what you see, what changes, what remains the same.  Try to identify (or at least describe) plants and animals (including humans) that inhabit or move through this place.  If it feels right, draw or sketch your observations.  You may want to speculate about the history of this place (or try to imagine its future) through your observations of it in the present moment.  Observe external occurrences (weather, sounds, smells, and sights) and well as internal states, such as your response to your surroundings and what is going on inside you; the two are interconnected.  Contemplate.  As you track and study various phenomena, you will create a record and begin to develop a finely tuned sense of place.  If you risk sitting still long enough to fully experience nature, the journal can be your way in.  (Note: some of the suggestions above are from other nature writers, teachers, and practitioners in the field)

 I ask that you write AT LEAST one, two-page entry each week about a place of your choice. While I make suggestions of things to write about, you should feel free to address whatever ideas and questions concern you in this journal, for it is, ultimately, your book.  You may also use your journal as a seedbed for your longer paper.  Your journal should also be a place of refuge – private pages you can ask questions and move toward answers about nature, place and culture.  I will check your journal at the end of the semester, but at that time you can cover up any sections you want to keep private. Please bring your place journal with you for class discussion and writing workshops, as I will occasionally ask you read from it.  We’ll try to hear from everyone’s journal throughout the semester.

EVALUATION AND GRADING:
Attendance/Commitment: 10% (attendance taken daily)

Participation: 10% (includes discussion, presentations, opening one class discussion, etc)

Reflective Responses: 30%

Mid-term essay exam (take-home): 10%

Place journal: 10% (minimum of 16 entries)

Write-up/Reflection on a Women’s Studies or Environmental Studies Campus Event: 10% 

Final Paper/Project: 20% 
Grading will be calculated on a 12 point scale, converted to letter grades (where 12=A+ and 0=F).

COURSE SCHEDULE:
Week #1:  
T:  Introduction to course and one another.  In-class reading and discussion of Kathleen Dean Moore’s essay, “How Should We Respond to Climate Change? What I Tell My Students” (handout) and in-class writing exercise, “Refugia: A Place for New Ideas.”  Introduction to (and samples from) place journals.
Read and discuss following essays for next time:  Robert Bullard, “Confronting Environmental Racism in the Twenty-first Century” (in Colors of Nature), Chris Cuomo, “Situating Ecological Feminism” (Electronic Reserve); and Winona Laduke, “A Society Based on Conquest Cannot be Sustained: Native Peoples and the Environmental Crisis” (Electronic reserve).  
R:  Running Grass, “Building a More Inclusive Environmental Movement,” Evelyn White, “Black Women and the Wilderness,” Sallie Bingham, “A Woman’s Land,” and Louis Owens, The American Indian Wilderness” (all on Electronic Reserve).  Exercise: “Autobiography of Your Relationship with the Earth.”  
Week #2:  
T:  Film: “Ecofeminism Now” (by Greta Gaard) and discussion.  Readings as assigned from Irene Diamond and Gloria Orenstein, Reweaving the World: The Emergence of Ecofemnism, and 

Karen Warren, Ecofeminism: Women, Culture, and Nature (both on reserve).
R:  Susan Griffin, Women and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her (first half of book).  Exercise: “Nature as Teacher and Guide: Questioning Our Assumptions.” How have social and cultural prejudices or “received information” about the environment affected our view of nature/the environment, gender, race, ethnicity, our bodies, our physical/mental health, our being?    
Week #3:
T: Second half of Susan Griffin, Women and Nature: The Roaring Inside Her.  Selections as assigned from Lorraine Anderson, Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry about Nature. 
R:  Meet at UWW Nature Preserve with DNR naturalist (weather permitting).  Brief discussion of readings from Sisters of the Earth.  Exercise: A Walk Through the Prairie: Levels of Observation and Listening to the Land.  
Week #4: 

T:  First half of The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity & the Natural World by Allison Hawthorne Deming and Lauret Savoy.  Read also Lauret Savoy’s essay, “Desegregating Nature” (archived at Terrain.org.).
R:  Second half of The Colors of Nature: Culture, Identity & the Natural World.
Week #5:
T:  Excerpts from Rooted in the Earth: Reclaiming the African American Environmental Heritage by Diane Glave (Electronic Reserve).  
R:  Judith Plant, “Revaluing Home: Feminism and Bioregionalism” and other essays on bioregionalism (all on Electronic Reserve).
Saturday this week:  Field Trip to Aldo Leopold Shack/Leopold Foundation & the International Crane Refuge.  We’ll talk more about what to bring along before the trip, but be sure to take your journals, pack a lunch, and wear appropriate clothing for the weather. Exercises:  “Making Contact with the Earth,” and (2) “Animals are not Metaphors.”
Week #6:
T:  First half of David Barnhills’s At Home on the Earth: Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology.
R:  Second half of David Barnhills’s At Home on the Earth: Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology.  
Exercise:  “Where You At? A Bioregional Quiz” (handout from Home: A Bioregional Reader).  Continue the exercise at home, utilizing (and citing!) sources as necessary, then write up and reflect on what you have discovered (story format with personal reflection).
Week #7:  (Individual conferences with Alison begin this week)
T:  Share results of/reflections on Bioregional Quiz.  Discuss selections from Lorraine Anderson’s Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry about Nature, as assigned.

R: Continue Sisters of the Earth: Women’s Prose and Poetry about Nature.

Week #8:   (Individual conferences with Alison continue)
T:  Begin Noel Sturgeon’s, Environmentalism in Popular Culture: Gender, Race, Sexuality & the Politics of the Natural, Introduction and Chapter 1.
R:  Sturgeon, Part I, “Naturalizing Frontiers (up to and including Chapter 3).
Week #9:
T  Sturgeon, Part II, “Naturalizing Reproduction, Chapter 4.
R  Sturgeon, Chapter 5.
Week # 10:
Sturgeon, Part II: “Naturalizing Globalization” Chapter 6.
R:  Sturgeon, Chapter 7.
Week # 11:
T:  First half of Linda Hogan’s novel, Solar Storms.
R:  Second half of Solar Storms.  
Week #12:
T: Excerpts from Winona Laduke, All Our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life (Electronic Reserve) and other essays as assigned.
R: Excerpts from bell hooks’ Belonging: A Culture of Place (Electronic Reserve).
Week #13:
T: First half of Janisse Ray’s Ecology of a Cracker Childhood.
R: Second half of Janisse Ray’s Ecology of a Cracker Childhood.
Week #14:
T:   First half of Sandra Steingraber’s Living Downstream: An Ecologist’s Personal Investigation of Cancer and the Environment.
R: Second half of Sandra Steingraber’s Living Downstream, and short essay by Chandra Chevannes, “A Tale of Two Nursing Mothers” (handout).  Visiting Writer/Speaker:  Sandra Steingraber visits class?
Week # 15:  
T:  Film and discussion: Living Downstream (film based is on Sandra Steingraber’s memoir).                                               
R:  First half of Terry Tempest Williams’ Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place.                                                
Week #16:
T:  Second half of Refuge.  Exercise: “The Ground We’ve Covered: Mapping the Terrain.”  Reflections on how our thinking about the interrelation of nature, gender, race, class, and the environment has deepened since the start of the semester.  What are you aware of now that you were not aware of before?  How has it changed you?
R:  Class celebration with reading of entries from our semester-long place journals.  Final paper due.
UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE STATEMEMT:  The UW System standard for work required per credit is that students are expected to invest at least 3 hours of combined in-class and out-of-class work per week for each academic unit (credit) of coursework;  thus a 3-credit course will typically require a minimum of 9 hours of work per week (144 hours/semester).


UNIVERSITY STATEMENT: The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events.  (For details, please refer to Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables, the "Rights and Responsibilities" section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and "Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 14]; and "Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedure" [UWS Chapter 17].
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