University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
ENGLISH 305 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Literature of Disability
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Literature of Disability


Sponsor(s):  
Elena Levy-Navarro
Department(s):
Languages & Literatures
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Communicative Sciences & Disorders

Sociology, Anthropology, & Criminal Justice



Programs Affected:
English
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
     
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
English
Instructor:
Elena Levy-Navarro

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification:  This course fills a gap in the curriculum by adding a course on disability studies from a cultural studies/literary studies perspective.  Students will be introduced to a cultural studies perspective on disability studies – one that is designed to encourage them to consider how our environment constructs, and exacerbates disability.  
Relationship to program assessment and objectives:  
I.  For the English Program:

This course will meet a number of the proposed SLO for the department.  Among the core SLOs of the department, Disability/Literature will improve the student’s ability “1. [to] read closely   read texts closely for nuances of language, content, and form[;] 2. [to] write effectively  produce clear and coherent prose demonstrating effective use of grammar and style[ ;] 3. [to] construct arguments   execute well-structured, thesis-driven interpretations based on textual evidence[;] 5. [to] analyze conventions   analyze texts using an understanding of generic conventions and literary devices.  

As to the track-specific SLOs, Disability/Literature will enhance the student’s knowledge of the first three skill-sets required for the BA English Majors and BSE English Majors:  1.  literary criticism – a variety of accepted modes of textual analysis (e.g. feminism, psychoanalysis, etc.)[;] 2.  multicultural literature – literary texts and trends outside of or marginal to mainstream Western traditions[;] 3.  literary value – literature’s unique ability to represent human problems—ethical, affective, and philosophical.  Once a marginal field in the academy, Disability Studies is currently at the center of exciting new work in the field of literary studies.  It will help enhance the student’s multicultural knowledge as well as help them understand the value that literature (and cultural studies) plays in representing “human problems—ethical, affective, and philosophical.”
II.  For the Disability Studies Certificate:
Disability/Literature will fulfill a number of the SLOs for the proposed Disability Studies Certificate.  Because it will include literature from disabled writers as well as literature that focuses on the construction of disability from a historical cultural perspective, it will help “1. Students . . . [to] have personal, direct experience with the perspective and subjective ‘life world’ of persons with disability and write a reflection on the experience.”  It will also have a strong role in fulfilling SLO 3:  “Students will learn about social-political processes that define disability, changes in societal understandings of disability over time, how disability intersects with other forms of difference and diversity, and the entire range of disability across all life stages.”  Finally, because students will be introduced to a cultural studies approach to Disability Studies, they will be in a position to pursue this area in depth, either by pursuing research in the field or by writing their own disability narrative (SLO 2).  In short, the course can open up areas of further research and creative activity for the students. 
Budgetary impact:
The budgetary impact will be minimal.  The course will be on an annual rotation.  
Course description: (50 word limit)


This course is designed to introduce the students to thinking about disability as a rhetorical and cultural phenomenon.  The students will explore how disability has been imagined in western culture through an examination of literature, and they will also consider how disabled people have themselves sought to represent their own experience in defiance of established norms.
Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:

Instructor:  Elena Levy-Navarro

426 Heide Hall 

x 5047

Office Hours:  TBA 

Attendance Policy:  1 week of missed classes will result in no deduction; thereafter the grade will be deducted by half (an A becomes an A-/B+ upon one absence, a B upon 2, etc.).  Excused absences include those for religious reasons and those for University-Sanctioned Activity (see full policy statement below).   

Grading Scale in Percents:  

93-100:   A

90-93:     A-

88-89:     B+

84-87:     B

80-83:     B-, and so on.

Course Objectives:  

The ESSENTIAL QUESTION of the course is as follows:  Is dis/ability culturally constructed, and what might be the implications of saying, “yes,” to this question?  
1. The student will be introduced to different formative cultural periods in Western literature in order to consider the dominant models of disability in that period.

2. The student will consider how models of disability have changed from earlier periods to the present.    

3. For each particular text (and period), the student will begin to see how literary texts intervene in dominant constructions in an effort to improve the lives of those stigmatized as crippled, deformed, or otherwise unloved.  

4. The student will consider how the lives of those who are disabled provide them with insight into the oppressiveness of the dominant models of ability.

Course Texts (A Selection of the Following):
The Disability Studies Reader, ed. Lennard Davis
Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Shakespeare, Richard III
Charles Dickens, Christmas Carol
Carson McCullers, Member of the Wedding
Eudora Welty, “Keela, the Outcast Indian Maiden” (on D2L)

Bernard Pomerance, The Elephant Man:  A Play
Myron Uhlberg, Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love 

Leah Hager Cohen, Train Go Sorry: Inside a Deaf World 

Michael Berube, Life as We Know It:  A Father, a Family, and an Exceptional Child

David Hockenberry, Moving Violations:  War Zones, Wheelchairs, and Declarations of Independence

Course Policies:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html" Rights and Responsibilities

HYPERLINK "../../www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html"
” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 

Course Requirements (Assignments):  

Please note that in accordance with the policy for Special Accommodations, arrangements for alternatives, when needed, will be offered to the students.  

1. Oral Presentation for Discussion (or alternative format, if desired and/or needed) on 1 course text 

2. Reading Journal

3. Final Paper that is to consist of a response element, drawing from your own experiences, and a close analysis of two literary texts (which includes autobiography and memoir) in relationship to a specific topic

4. Final Oral Presentation (or equivalent)

5. Final Cumulative Exam

Tentative Course Syllabus with mandatory information (paste syllabus below):

DEFINITIONS:  MODELS OF DISABILITY

Week One:

Tobin Siebers, “Disability in theory : from social constructionism to the new realism of the body” in DSR
Tom Shakespeare, “The social model of disability” in DSM 

(WESTERN) BEGINNINGS:  

Week Two:

Readings from the Bible:  Leviticus on leprosy; Jesus and the lepers, sick, and lame 

Readings on Tireseus from Antigone

M. Lynn Rose, “Deaf and dumb in ancient Greece” from DSR 

DE/FORMITY AND DIS/ABILITY BEFORE MODERNITY

Week Three and Four:

Richard III
Week Five and Six:

Gulliver’s Travels, Book 2 (Journey to Lilliput)

Lennard J. Davis, “Constructing normalcy : the bell curve, the novel, and the invention of the disabled body in the nineteenth century,” in DSR 

ROMANTICIZED CRIP

Week Seven:

Tiny Tim in Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
Selections from the movie, A Christmas Carol
FREAK CULTURE

Week Eight:

American Sideshows:

Carson McCullers, The Member of the Wedding
Eudora Welty, “Keela, the Outcast Indian Maiden”

Class Lecture/Discussion:  Sideshow Freaks, an Illustrated Journey

Week Nine:

The Medical Observatory as Freak Show

Bernard Pomerance,. The Elephant Man:  A Play. 

Shelley Tremain, “On the government of disability : Foucault, power, and the subject of impairment” in DSR 

Visitor:  Eileen Rosensteel, Under the Big Top: The Amazing Fat Lady Show

 (http://www.facebook.com/events/163499027686/)

LANGUAGE AND DISABILITY

Week Ten:

James Gillingham, Aimee Mullins, and Matthew Barney, “The vulnerable articulate” in DSR 

Myron Uhlberg, Hands of My Father: A Hearing Boy, His Deaf Parents, and the Language of Love 

G. Thomas Couser, “Disability, life narrative, and representation” in DSR 

Week Eleven:

Leah Hager Cohen, Train Go Sorry: Inside a Deaf World 

H. Dirksen, L. Bauman, “Toward a poetics of vision, space, and the body : sign language and literary theory” in DSR 

Week Twelve:

REPRESENTING DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY? 

Michael Berube, Life as We Know It:  A Father, a Family, and an Exceptional Child

Week Thirteen and Fourteen:

(IM)MOBILITY

David Hockenberry, Moving Violations:  War Zones, Wheelchairs, and Declarations of Independence

Week Fifteen:

Conclusion and Presentations of Final Response Paper

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
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