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Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
SOCIOLOGY 375 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Restorative Justice
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Restorative Justice


Sponsor(s):  
Paul D. Gregory
Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Political Science, Social Work


Programs Affected:
     
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
SOCIOLOGY 276 OR CONSENT OF INSTRUCTOR
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Sociology, Anthro., and CJ
Instructor:
C. Holly Denning

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification:
The United States race to incarcerate criminal offenders since the 1980’s has resulted in ever-increasing incarcerated populations and increased numbers of probationers. These increases continue to be accompanied by high crime rates, which has resulted in acadmics and practitioners searching for alternative methods of dealing with criminal behavior. Restorative justice (RJ) is a theory of justice that emphasizes repairing the harm caused or revealed by criminal behavior and is best accomplished through cooperative processes that include all stakeholders (offender, victim, and community members). RJ practices and programs respond to crime by: (1) identifying and taking steps to repair harm; (2) involving all  stakeholders; and (3) transforming the traditional relationship between communities and their governments in responding to crime. Programs that utilize RJ as a model include victim offender mediation, conferencing, circles, victim assistance, ex-offender assistance, restitution, and community service. An increasing number of US states are adopting these and other RJ methods in the criminal justice system. For instance, the Wisconsin State Legislature passed Act 16 in the 2002 Biennial Budget in order to appropriate funds to numerous WI counties for RJ programming. This course offers students an overview of RJ including a consideration of the theoretical origins, key principles, models and practices, and future directions.

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The implementation of this course supports three program assessment objectives.

The implementation of this course supports objective #1 (Demonstrate an understanding of social structure, interaction, and social change, inequality, diversity,  crime, and criminal justice) by offering students an understanding of how restorative justice theory and practices can change the the way in which the criminal justice system functions for both criminal offenders, policymakers, practitioners, and the greater community.

Second, the implementation of this course supports objective #2 (Apply different theoretical perspectives to social issues, social problems, and social situations) as it offers students theoretical perspectives both to sociology and criminology as they relate to crime and deviance.

Third, the implementation of this course supports objective #8 (Ability to demonstrate critical sociological thinking skills) by assisting students in assessing problems within the current criminal justice system as well as plausible remedies.
Budgetary impact: The implementation of this course will not have an adverse budgetary impact. Currently Holly Denning teaches SOC 265 (Race/Ethnic Relations) each semester as a part of her normal teaching load. Our department has been approved to hire a tenure track position for fall 2013. One of the main responsibilities for this position will be to teach SOC 265.
Course description: (50 word limit)


This course offers an overview of Restorative Justice including a consideration of definitions, cultural roots, theoretical origins, key principles, models and practices, global conflicts and peaceful resolutions, controversial issues, and future directions. The course also provides a critical assessment of the potential of Restorative Justice as well as its limitations.
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html" Rights and Responsibilities

HYPERLINK "../../www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html"
” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 
Course Objectives and tentative course syllabus with mandatory information (paste syllabus below):

SOCIOLOGY 375 - Restorative Justice

Instructor: Ms. C. Holly Denning
Office: Laurentide Hall 2123
E-mail: Denningc@uww.edu
Office Hours:  by appointment
Telephone: 262-472-5777

Course Description: 

This course offers an overview of Restorative Justice (RJ) including a consideration of definitions, cultural roots, theoretical origins, key principles, models and  practices, global conflicts and peaceful resolutions, controversial issues, and future directions. The course brings together a wide range of perspectives including historical, philosophical, religious, political, sociological, anthropological, criminological, educational and environmental considerations. The course also provides a critical assessment of the potential of Restorative Justice as well as its limitations. Finally, special attention is given to the implications of Restorative Justice for dealing with conflict transformation from personal experiences of families and schools to envisioning a just society. 

Course Learning Objectives: Upon completion of this course students should be able to: 

· Delineate the core components of Restorative Justice (RJ); 

· Explain the roots of RJ and the history of the RJ movement; Assess the theoretical underpinnings of RJ; 

· Apply key principles and concepts of RJ; 

· Discern pros and cons of models of RJ such as mediation, and sentencing circles; 

· Analyze how RJ represents a different way of thinking about crime and responding to crime and other social harms; 

· Synthesize sources to explain the transformative process in different contexts; 

· Name and differentiate between types of programs and their relative impacts; 

· Locate key resources for the study and practice of RJ. 

Required Books: 

John P.J.Dussich and Jill Schellenberg, eds. (2010) The promise of restorative justice: New approaches for criminal justice and beyond. Boulder CO and London: Lynne Reiner Publishers. 

Stutzman Amstutz, Lorraine and Judy H. Mullet. 2005. The Little Book of Restorative Discipline for Schools: Teaching Responsibility; Creating Caring Climates (The Little Books of Justice and Peacebuilding Series)
Dennis Sullivan and Larry Tifft.( 2005). Restorative Justice: Healing the Foundations of 

Our Everyday Lives (2nd Ed.). Monsey, New York: Willow Tree Press, Inc. 

Assorted Articles

Please carefully review the following Web sites: 

http://www.restorativejustice.org/

http://www.ojp.usdoj-gov/nij/rest-just/

http://ssw.che.umn.edu/rjp/default.html

http://www.justicestudies.org/

As an online class, everyone participates in discussing and raising questions on assigned readings, webquests and films. Each student and group must take an active role in analyzing and discussing the issues, as well as completing quizzes, position papers and group presentations. Superior contributions to discussions and outstanding group presentations (based on readings and class materials) may result in extra credit points added to the final grade. 

Assignments: 

•
All assignments must be submitted to the dropbox in D2L. Proofread all work prior to submission (including discussion posts, please). 

•
Assignments must be handed in on their designated due dates. Late submissions 

will result in grade penalties or failure. 

• 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in 

this class are encouraged to contact the CSD as soon as possible to ensure that  accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 

• 
The University Honor Code will be strictly enforced. All work must represent 

each student's own efforts. The Turn-it-in plagiarism detection program is used.

• 
If for reasons of serious illness or other emergency you are unable to complete 

the course requirements as scheduled, you must speak with the professor 

regarding approval of a grade of “I” (Incomplete). Please note that grades of “I” 

change to “F” automatically if the course is not completed and the grade changed. 

• 
All students are encouraged to come to office hours in Laurentide Hall or make an appointment if regular hours conflict.

Course Requirements: 

I.Weekly online discussion topics: including introductions and concluding comments. Remember to read all of the instructor's posts in a forum topic; end of the week posts are especially important as these are mini lectures in which I often will post places for further research on a topic where more clarification is needed.  The forum topics will remain open for reading comments even after they are closed for posting. Weekly topics on readings and films run Sunday-Saturday. I will aim to get grades up on Sunday afternoon. Points for discussions depend on several factors--innovative answers referring to specific examples from course material are best for illustrating learning. Quality, effort and quantity matters, too, as does reading more student posts. Study and check the D2L Assignment Schedule with dates and points (table posted on the content page) and Discussion Board Guidelines. I will expect one main post and one response to another student each week, as well as reading at least 20 other comments. Each 5-week module is worth 10% of the final grade for a total of 30%. I encourage people to be more engaged in discussions and in the extra credit "cyber cafe;" I will comment on posts which I feel need a response for teaching purposes.

II. Two Position Papers: Prepare written position papers/reactions to your selected discussion questions, which have been designed to amplify the lecture materials. You may choose one or compare two from each group of questions. Your position papers/reactions should be informed by class materials (required readings), as well as additional library and internet research (specifically using suggested websites). Each written reaction should be approximately 1-2 pages single-spaced in length in addition to a list of citations and bibliographic references. 

Your written papers/responses will form the basis of “presentations” to the Class in the online discussion board, serving to stimulate further class discussion. Together, the two position papers will comprise 20% of the final grade. Please note that your first position paper is due as we conclude the first module.

III. Group presentation: students will be randomly assigned into groups expected to work together using the online tools for discussion and the group lockers to create a PowerPoint on a selected Restorative Justice policy or program. The completed presentations will then be posted int the general discussion area for viewing, questions and comments from other students. The questions, adapted from Howard Zehr’s list of questions in Changing Lenses: A New Focus for Crime and Justice (Scottsdale, PA, 1990: 230-231), will help guide the analysis of your selected policy or program (see bottom of the syllabus). The questions will particularly assist in your evaluation of whether the policy or program reflects the principles of Restorative Justice and whether it meets its RJ goals. 

Make sure that you cite references for all of your facts and observations where appropriate and include a full bibliography. The class presentation will comprise 20% of the final grade.  

IV. Term paper: Your task is to focus on some of the opportunities that changes to the justice paradigm  may bring to social relationships and institutions and to propose restorative justice reforms to help alleviate the problem of crime. You will have to convince a broad base of critics and supporters. How would a conservative supporter of the crime control model reply to a call for more humanistic techniques to reintegrate people in society, which rely more on working through the relative harm committed and responding to the needs of victims, offenders, relatives and neighbors, religious congregations, and community institutions, than on the courts or prisons and traditional criminal 

justice methods of responding to the problem crime? How would a restorative justice advocate respond to the conservative call for tougher sentences and more prisons to bring down the rising crime rates? Does restorative justice adequately address causation and prevention issues in specific cases? Should restorative justice be speaking to the larger issues of social justice? If so, what does restorative justice have to say – theoretically and practically – to the social structural conditions that create harm? Your term paper should be approximately 8 pages in length. Be sure to include a comprehensive list of references and sources of information. The paper will comprise 30% of the final grade. 

_____________________________________ 

Tentative Schedule

MODULE 1

Week 1: Definitions and Cultural Origins of Restorative Justice 

Read: Dussich and Schellenberg 

Foreword—Mark S. Umbreit.

Introduction—the Editors.

Eagle, Harley. A Journey in Aboriginal Restorative Justice
http://www.restorativejustice.org/10fulltext/eagleharley

Week 2: The History of Restorative Justice 

Read: Sullivan and Tifft, Chapters one, two 

Week 3: Models of Criminal Justice

Read: Sullivan and Tifft, Chapters three and four
Week 4: Justice Model 

Read: Dignan, James. Restorative Justice and the Law: the case for an integrated, systemic approach
Week 4: Due Process Model 

Innovations in Correctional Settings—M.T. Gaboury and D. Ruth-Heffelbower.

Week 5: Rehabilitation Model 

Position Paper 1 due (see questions at the bottom of the syllabus and posted on D2L

MODULE 2


Week 6:  Nonintervention Model 

Week 7: Restorative Justice Model 

Read: Sullivan and Tifft, Chapters five and six

Stutzman Amstutz, and  Mullet Intro, Chs. 1,2

Week 8: RJ in Schools

Stutzman Amstutz, and  Mullet, Chs. 3-5

Week 9: RJ in the Criminal Justice System

Peggy Hora et al article, Ch 2, 3 from Braswell et al book

Week 10: Social Justice and Restorative Justice 

Read: Sullivan and Tifft, Chapter seven
Week 11: Restorative Justice and the Role of Spirituality 

Applications in Native American Indian Tribal Communities—J.C. Abril.

Week 12: The Challenge of Restorative Justice 

Week 13: The Future of Restorative Justice 

Restorative Justice and the Death Penalty—H. Zehr.

Week 14: Global Policies, Practices, and Programs

Gohar, Ali. 2007. Restoring Peace in a Wartorn Country: Peacekeepers and Afghanistan.

http://www.restorativejustice.org/10fulltext/goharali/view
Week 15: Concluding  Issues 

Theoretical Foundational Concepts

 Community-oriented Mainstream Criminal Justice and Juvenile Justice 

 Victimology 

 Paradigms of Adversarialism and Mutualism 

 The Conflict Perspective 

 Models of Nonviolent Criminology: 

 Mutuality 

 Altruistic Humanism 

 Positive Peacemaking 

 Resilience 

Restorative Justice Processes: 

 Reintegrative Shaming 

 Reciprocal Approach to Violence Recovery 

 Conferencing 

 Sentencing Circles 

 Mediation 

 Conflict Resolution 

 Transformative Justice 

Position Paper Questions: Please choose one of the questions from the following list of 

questions: 

(1) What are the fundamental principles of restorative justice? 

(2) How does restorative justice compare to mainstream criminal justice? 

(3)What does restorative justice offer to a victim, offender, and community 

 that is not already available in criminal or civil courts? 

(4) Does restorative justice constitute a paradigm shift? 

(5) What roots or affinities does restorative justice have in various world 

 religions? 

Critical Issues of Restorative Justice: 

 Has restorative justice responded to retributive justice? 

 Has restorative justice met the needs of the victim, offender, and the 

 community? 

 What is the relationship between restorative justice and treatment? 

 Has restorative justice addressed the systemic injustices? 

 How do culture, class, race, and gender affect restorative justice? 

 What is the role of the State? 

 What is the role of the religious traditions? 

 How are outcomes and impacts measured or evaluated? 

Position Paper II Questions: Please choose one from among the following questions: 

 (1) Has restorative justice been developed into an adequate comprehensive 

 theory? 

(2) Discuss how restorative justice addresses the challenges presented by an ever 

increasing diversity of perspectives and needs related to culture, class, race 

and gender? 

 (3) Discuss the transformation process suggested by restorative justice. Is there a 

 “normal” pattern of transformation? Why does it matter what pattern of 

 thinking is adopted by individuals or communities or within the justice 

 system? 

(4) Some theorists such as Richard Quinney (e.g., see his book Providence: The 

Reconstruction of the Social and Moral Order (NY: Longman, 1980)) 

emphasize the importance of the spiritual dimension of a restorative 

transformation. Do you think this is a necessary component of restorative 

justice, or simply a dimension of experience that seems to be important to 

some of its practitioners? If you think it is necessary, explain why. If you 

think it is not necessary, what significance is there in the spiritual discussion 

of many of its proponents? 

 (5) How are faith-based organizations helping to restore those impacted by 

crime? What leadership roles are religious communities taking in 

 transforming communities at large and in restoring communities? How can a 

 partnership among faith-based organizations, religious communities, and the 

criminal justice system benefit victims, offenders, and the community at 

large? 

Presentation Questions from Lenses

1. What are the policy/program goals of restoration? Does the 

policy/program promote restoration of all parties? 

2. Does the policy/program meet the needs of victims? Does it 

make right the harm to victims? Does it enable the victim to 

participate fully? Does it protect victims who are less powerful? 

3. Does the policy/program meet the needs of offenders? Does it 

enable and encourage offenders to accept responsibility for their 

actions? Does it enable the offender to participate fully? Does it 

avoid dehumanizing offenders? Does it protect the less 

powerful offender? 

4. Does the policy/program meet the needs of the community? 

Does it enable the community to participate fully? Does it make 

right the harm to the community? Does it address the 

community’s need for safety? 

5. Does the policy/program facilitate effective community-

government cooperation? Does it effectively coordinate public 

and private resources? Does it impose the least drastic 

government intervention possible? 

6. Does the policy/program successfully maintain the restorative 

vision? Does the implementation of procedures and regulations 

interfere as little as possible with the accomplishments of 

reparative and/or reintegrative goals? Are measurable 

objectives established and tracked. Are the measures or 

indicators clearly related to the restorative goals of the 

policy/program? Does the analysis of program outcomes or 

impacts give an adequate picture of the policy’s/program’s 

restorative nature and activities, and are reports available to 

others seeking to build restorative justice? 
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