
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Asian Studies


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
2.25
Sponsor(s):  
Larry Neuman


Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures for Form #2)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
21
After change
21


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

The Asian Studies Minor now has two tracks, General Asian Studies and Japanese Studies.  This request removes the Japanese Studies track and makes Asian Studies Minor the same as the current General Track of the Minor.  In addition, a third capstone option is being added to the two current options, ASIANSTD 491 (Travel Study) and ASIANSTD 498 (Independent Study).  ASIANSTD 493 (Internships) requires students to complete some coursework, work in Japan for 6 weeks, write an integrative paper on their experience and have an oral interview.
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
GENERAL ASIA STUDIES TRACK
MINOR - 21 UNITS

1. ASIANSTD 210

2. HUMANITIES (PICK 1 COURSE FROM THE FOLLOWING):

ENGLISH 323, HISTRY 130, RELIGST 211

3. SOCIAL SCIENCE (PICK 1 COURSE FROM THE FOLLOWING)

GEOGRPY/ASIANSTD 364, GEOGRPY/ASIANSTD 361, POLISCI/ASIANSTD 460,
4. CAPSTONE (3 UNITS) ASIANSTD 498 OR ASIANSTD 491

5. ELECTIVE COURSES (9 UNITS) ANY COURSES NOT TAKEN IN 2 OR 3 OR 4 OR RELIGST 303, SOCIOLGY 285, ASIANSTD/ENGLISH 333,SOCIOLGY 350, POLISCI/ASIANSTD 472, POLISCI/ASIANSTD 480, HISTRY 385, ASIANSTD 488, ASIANSTD 491 ASIANSTD493, ASIANSTD 496 ASIANSTD 498 OR ASIANSTD 498R FIELD STUDIES, STUDY ABROAD, ASIAN LANGUAGE

UNIQUE REQUIREMENT THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE TERM OF STUDY OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE WITH A GRADE OF C OR HIGHER, OR PASSING A PROFICIENCY TEST INDICATING EQUIVALENT COMPETENCY. NATIVE SPEAKERS OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE MAY HAVE THIS REQUIREMENT WAIVED.

JAPANESE STUDIES TRACK

This 21-credit track is for students who wish to specialize in Japanese language and culture. It requires acquiring third-year proficiency in Japanese language, courses in Japanese history or culture, and a capstone experience that integrates language and culture. Required for entry: Japanese 101 and 102 or equivalent.

MINOR - 21 UNITS

1. 14 UNITS, LANGUAGE CORE (A GRADE OF C OR HIGHER

IS REQUIRED IN EACH COURSE)  JAPANESE 103 AND JAPANESE 201 AND JAPANESE 202 AND  JAPANESE 203

2. CAPSTONE (1 UNIT)  JAPANESE 499 

3. HISTORY AND CULTURE (6 UNITS) FROM THE FOLLOWING:

JAPANESE 301; ASIANSTD/ENGLISH 333,  HISTRY 386; POLISCI/ASIANSTD 480, ASIANSTD 488, ASIANSTD/ANTHRO/SOCIOLGY 350, ASIANSTD 491*, ASIANSTD 493, ASIANSTD 498 OR ASIANSTD 498R 

(*MUST INCLUDE TRAVEL IN JAPAN)

COURSES TAKEN ON JAPAN IN A STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM CAN ALSO COUNT IN THE PROGRAM ELECTIVES.

UNIQUE REQUIREMENT: JAPANESE 101 AND JAPANESE 102

Note: a maximum of 6 units of ASIANSTD 498R and ASIANSTD 498 in total can be counted toward the minor. A maximum of 6 units of ASIANSTD 493 can be counted toward the minor.
To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
MINOR - 21 UNITS

1. ASIANSTD 210

2. HUMANITIES (PICK 1 COURSE FROM THE FOLLOWING):

ENGLISH 323, HISTRY 130, RELIGST 211

3. SOCIAL SCIENCE (PICK 1 COURSE FROM THE FOLLOWING)

GEOGRPY/ASIANSTD 364, GEOGRPY/ASIANSTD 361, POLISCI/ASIANSTD 460, 4. CAPSTONE (3 UNITS) ASIANSTD 498 OR ASIANSTD 491 OR ASIANSTD 493
5. ELECTIVE COURSES (9 UNITS) ANY COURSES NOT TAKEN IN 2 OR 3 OR 4 OR RELIGST 303, SOCIOLGY 285, ASIANSTD/ENGLISH 333,SOCIOLGY 350, POLISCI/ASIANSTD 472, POLISCI/ASIANSTD 480, HISTRY 385, ASIANSTD 488, ASIANSTD 491 ASIANSTD 493, ASIANSTD 496 ASIANSTD 498 OR ASIANSTD 498R FIELD STUDIES, STUDY ABROAD, ASIAN LANGUAGE
UNIQUE REQUIREMENT THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE TERM OF STUDY OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE WITH A GRADE OF C OR HIGHER, OR PASSING A PROFICIENCY TEST INDICATING EQUIVALENT COMPETENCY. NATIVE SPEAKERS OF AN ASIAN LANGUAGE MAY HAVE THIS REQUIREMENT WAIVED.

Note: a maximum of 6 units of ASIANSTD 498R and ASIANSTD 498 in total can be counted toward the minor. A maximum of 6 units of ASIANSTD 493 can be counted toward the minor.
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

Mission,  “To provide a range of undergraduate programs and degrees, including interdisciplinary programs, in letters, sciences, and the arts as well as programs and degrees leading to professional specialization.”  The program will meet the educational and career needs of students by continuing to them an interdisciplinary Asian Studies program.
University Strategic Plan: “III. Diversity and Global Perspectives: We desire a reputation as an institution that truly values and nurtures diverse intellectual, cultural, creative and service opportunities.”  This program continues to support learning in the area of global perspectives and a critical world region.
Strategic Plan of Academic Affairs: “Identify ways to better blend internationalism and multiculturalism, and increase understanding of these commitments as central university curricular and co-curricular priorities.”  The revision is part of an innovate and responsive curricula based on a review of current trends that incorporates input from Audit and Review process.
3. Rationale:

UW-Whitewater has had an Asian Studies Minor for 22 years.  For the first ten years enrollment in the Minor program ranged from two to nine students.  Twelve years ago, when the program faced elimination due to low enrollment, a two-track structure was initiated.  The two-track structure, General Asian Studies and Japanese Studies, has been highly successful in attracting student interest and meeting demand.  Minor enrollment grew from 2 to 33 students.  Nonetheless, the two tracks did not overlap, creating confusion among students and making administration of the Advising Report very cumbersome. After the launch of Japanese Studies Major in January 2012, 10 of the 33 students switched from the Asian Studies Minor to that major.  In addition, students who had an Individually Designed Major switched to the new Japanese Studies Major. Enrollment in the Asian Studies Minor declined but other students added the minor. Currently, the Minor has 23 students, 10 in General Asian Studies, 13 in the Japanese Studies track.  In a separate curricular action, a separate Japanese Studies Minor is being proposed.  The Asian Studies Minor will be available for students who do not wish to specialize in Japanese language and culture, but who have general interest in Asian Studies or areas of Asia outside of Japan.  The Asian Studies Minor attracts students from a wide range of majors in all four colleges. This change also allows students with a strong interest in Japan and Asia to major in Japanese Studies and minor in Asian Studies.  Adding a third capstone option to the Asian Studies Minor provides another way for students to have field experience in Asia and write an essay about their experience that integrates their learning in the Minor.
4. Cost Implications:

This is a repackaging of an existing program to add clarity, so no new resources are required.
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