
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Geography Elementary Education Emphasis


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
2.0
Sponsor(s):  
Peter Jacobs


Department(s):
Geography & Geology


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures for Form #2)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
23
After change
23


1. Exact description of request:

Remove Geogrpy 275 from core requirements of the Geography Elementary Education Emphasis minor and replace it with Geogrpy 270.  Geogrpy 275 has not been offered in at least 15 years and was long ago deleted from the Department class listings.  Geogrpy 270, Introduction to Mapping, is our preferred replacement in the core and has been the de facto replacement for many years.  The subject matter is most relevant to the needs of teacher education today.  
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
1. GEOGRPY 210, GEOGRPY 230, GEOGRPY 250, AND GEOGRPY 275
To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
1. GEOGRPY 210, GEOGRPY 230, GEOGRPY 250, AND GEOGRPY 270
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

This change directly applies to the following Strategic Goals of the UW-Whitewater campus: 

Programs and Learning – this curricular change demonstrates that our program is dynamic and is fostering additional core-level coursework focusing on problem-solving and communications skills.

Regional Engagement – training future educators in spatial technologies and techniques strengthens UW-Whitewater’s engagement with future educators and ultimately graduates of public education in our service region.

3. Rationale:

The geography minor for elementary education majors serves a vital role in training future elementary educators in subjects necessary and useful for young students and to meet state curricular standards.  Geogrpy 210 (Physical Geography) provides content in earth science, Geogrpy 230 (Human Geography) explores human culture regions, Geogrpy 250 (Geography of Wisconsin) presents a detailed investigation of the physical, cultural, and economic geography of the state.  Historically, Geogrpy 275 (Geographic Concepts and Techniques for Teachers) provided instructional methods and techniques for geographic education, but this emphasis shifted away from departmental faculty many years ago.  In fact, no one currently on the faculty was present the last time the course was offered.  Instead, Geogrpy 270 (Introduction to Mapping) provides content on portraying and interpreting spatial information.  Given the continuing integration of spatial technologies into everyday life (e.g., GPS in autos, Google Earth) a thorough background in theory, design, and interpretation of maps and spatial technologies is an excellent complement to the content presented in other core and elective courses in the minor.
4. Cost Implications:

None.  This is the de facto model that has been in place and planned as part of teaching loads for at least 15 years.  No changes in staffing or budgeting are needed.
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From: Kidd, Susan L

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 2:20 PM

To: Jacobs, Peter M

Subject: RE: Consult necessary for change in Geography for Elem Edu minors?
Peter,

| am fine with the decision and proposal. Thank you for asking.
Susan

Mus. Susan Kidd

Elementary Education Licensure Coordinator
Lecturer, Curriculum and Instruction Department
Winther Hall 3033

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Whitewater WI 53190

kidds@uww.edu

262.472.5814

From: Jacobs, Peter M

Sent: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 1:47 PM

To: Kidd, Susan L

Subject: Consult necessary for change in Geography for Elem Edu minors?

Susan,

| am working on a change to the minor Geography Elementary Education Emphasis and am
writing to see if it is necessary or if you would like a curricular consultation?

In summary, the proposal removes Geogrpy 275 from core requirements of the Geography
Elementary Education Emphasis minor and replaces it with Geogrpy 270. Geogrpy 275 has not
been offered in at least 15 years and was long ago deleted from the department class

listings. Geogrpy 270, Introduction to Mapping, is our preferred replacement in the core and
has been the de facto replacement for many years. We believe the subject matter in 270 is
most relevant to the needs of teacher education today. There are no other changes in units
required or other sections of the minor.

| have a faculty member looking at the proposal right now, but | can send it over, if you want
to view and comment on the proposal. If you think a consultation is in order | can bring the

form over when appropriate. Thanks.

Peter
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