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Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
     
 

Number of credits:
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48 
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Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification: 
This course will be a core course in the Professional Writing and Publishing sub-major. It should be useful to students of various majors. However, it is specifically geared for students whose career plans include professional writing and editing. It will focus on texts from the world of professional writing and publishing, and it will delve deeply into principles for addressing stylistic concerns in such texts.
Relationship to program assessment objectives: 

The objectives of upper-division courses in the Professional Writing and Publishing track are that graduates of the program will be able to:

• 
analyze discourse used in diverse contexts with attention to audience, purpose, and formal convention; 

• 
use technology employed by professional writers in a variety of media;

• 
collaborate effectively, orally and in writing, in teams and within groups; and 

•
write and edit documents to a professional standard in multiple formats.
As part of the 300-level sequence in Professional Writing and Publishing, this course will emphasize the objectives of analyzing discourse and writing and editing documents to a professional standard. 

Budgetary impact: NA

Course description: (50 word limit)


Introduction to analysis and revision of texts for their style by a) assessing the rhetorical situations of these texts and b) becoming conversant with widely accepted principles and categories of style. Focus is on stylistic concerns such as clarity, coherence, cohesion, emphasis, concision, shape, and elegance. Prereq: English 230 and English 362 or consent of instructor.
Course Objectives

By the end of this course, students will:

( familiarize themselves with widely accepted principles and categories of style;
( understand the nature and importance of common stylistic concerns, including clarity, 
   cohesion, coherence, emphasis, concision, shape, and elegance;
( acquire a basic grammatical vocabulary that will assist them in discussing stylistic 
   concerns;
( acquire a vocabulary of style that will assist them in discussing stylistic concerns;
( gain significant experience in analyzing real texts for stylistic concerns, while 
   considering the rhetorical situation of each text—e.g., its audience and purpose;

( gain significant experience in analyzing and revising texts from the world of 

   professional writing and publishing for stylistic concerns;
( gain significant experience in explaining stylistic concerns to those without any 
   significant knowledge of these concerns;

( familiarize themselves with key research that supports important principles and 
   categories of style; and

( understand the nature and role of style in expert discourse, including how style and 
   ethics intersect in such discourse.

Tentative course syllabus with mandatory information (paste syllabus below):
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
English 364  |   Fall 2014
Style: Principles and Practices 

Class time/place:

Instructor:

Dan Baumgardt (Assistant Professor), 3271 Laurentide, baumgard@uww.edu






 

Course Overview
In this course, we focus on stylistic concerns such as clarity, coherence, emphasis, concision, shape, and elegance. While no texts are free from style, not all writers carefully design the style of their texts with an eye toward the above concerns. At least two things are involved in a strategic and informed approach to style. First, writers must assess the rhetorical situation, asking for example, “Who is my audience?” and “What is my purpose?” Second, writers must be conversant with widely accepted principles and categories of style. As with all rhetorical concerns, these principles and categories can, at best, offer writers and editors productive frameworks for recognizing and addressing problems. Writers and editors must use their experience and knowledge of specific texts and situations to wisely apply these principles toward the end of effective discourse.
This tension between prescriptions based on principle and descriptions based on experience presents one of the central problems of style. Students will have many opportunities to understand and negotiate this tension as they analyze and revise their own writing and the writing of others. Ultimately, this course expects that students will learn to think about style as a series of specific, informed design choices rather than something that is essential to a text or to a person.
Course Objectives

By the end of this course, students will:
( familiarize themselves with widely accepted principles and categories of style;
( understand the nature and importance of common stylistic concerns, including clarity, cohesion, 

   coherence, emphasis, concision, shape, and elegance.
( acquire a basic grammatical vocabulary that will assist them in discussing stylistic concerns;
( acquire a vocabulary of style that will allow assist them in discussing stylistic concerns;

( gain significant experience in analyzing real texts for stylistic concerns, while considering the 

   rhetorical situation of each text—e.g., its audience and purpose;
( gain significant experience in explaining stylistic concerns to those without any significant 

   knowledge of these concerns;
( familiarize themselves with key research that supports important principles and categories of 

   style; and
( understand the nature and role of style in expert discourse, including how style and ethics 

   intersect in this such discourse.

Required Texts
1. Bookstore:
Williams, J. M. (2010). Style: Lessons in clarity and grace (10th ed.). Longman.
2. D2L:

You can find the remainder of the course readings at the D2L course site.
Assignments
Nearly every day you will be responsible for a reading assignment, a short homework, or both. Be prepared to discuss readings and to discuss and turn in homework. Aim to participate in class discussions and to volunteer to put your work on the board or screen. In order to get credit, you must hand in assignments on the day that they are due: Late assignments are not graded. 

The following are the major assignments and grade categories for the course:
style revisions
There are three of these assignments, Revision 1, Revision 2, and Revision 3. These 
assignments ask you to use a technical vocabulary of style to analyze a sample text for stylistic problems, and then to revise that text to solve for the problems you have diagnosed. The sample texts are actual policy statements, articles, documentation, or other sorts of published professional writing. For the third and final revision, we will work with an actual client who needs help with the style of their text.
quiz & exam 
These are designed to test your knowledge of specific stylistic concepts. The exam will 
 
ask you to correctly identify stylistic problems in sample sentences and paragraphs.  
issue paper

In this assignment, you will analyze a text of your choice for one of the two issues in 



style that we cover at the end of the semester, either Ethics or Metaphor. 

workshops
In class we will collectively look at your revision drafts on screen.  An electronic version 

of your draft, placed in the course drop box, is due on these days.

homework
These are short homework assignments that are due throughout the semester.

attendance
You start the semester with 25 points. One point is deducted for each of the following 

classes you miss: third, fourth, and fifth. Two points are deducted for any class you miss 

after that. At semester’s end your points are divided by 25 to derive a percent score. 

participation 
This is based on how often and how well you comment in class, your work at the board, 
and whether or not you submit texts due in the D2L dropbox on the assigned days. 

Here are the criteria I will use to determine participation grades:

	A
	Always makes quality, to-the-point contributions that deal specifically with the content being discussed; submits all items to dropbox for class discussion.



	B
	Makes acceptable contributions along with some that are quality, to-the-point remarks dealing specifically with the content being discussed; submits most items to dropbox for class discussion.



	C/D
	Present but silent and/or typically offers non-content remarks or questions (for example, "will this be on the test?"); sporadically submits items to digital dropbox for class discussion.



	F
	Frequently absent or asleep in class; does not contribute or talks to others while someone is talking; does not submit items to dropbox for class discussion.




I will post your score on D2L at the end of the semester. 
Here are the point values for the above assignments and grade categories in this course:
	
	Rev. 1
	Rev. 2
	Rev. 3
	I. Paper
	Exercises
	Exam
	Attendance
	Participation

	% Total
	10
	15
	25
	15
	10
	15
	5
	5


Overall Course Grade

Here is the grade range for determining your overall score:

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	100% to 89.5%
	less than 89.5% to 79.5%
	less than 79.5% to 69.5%
	less than 69.5% to 59.5%
	less than 59.5%


Whitewater Policies

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17).  
 

Course Schedule

	W1

	M
	Introduction 

                 What do we mean by ‘style’ in writing (correct, clear, elegant, effective)?

	W
	Style as a rhetorical concern

Due:          “Introduction to Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student” (Corbett)

	F
	Style as a rhetorical concern

Due:          “Short Commentaries on Style”

Due:          E-copy of a paragraph or two that exhibits ‘bad’ style (by 2:00 p.m. in D2L dropbox)


	W2

	M
	Style as a rhetorical concern

	
	Due:          (Continue discussion on style commentaries and ‘bad’ style)

	W
	Style as a rhetorical concern

Due:          "Lesson One: Understanding Style" (Williams)

	F
	Style as a rhetorical concern

Due:          "Lesson Two: Correctness" (Williams)

Due:          "Appendix: Punctuation" (Williams)


	W3

	M
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:          From “Glossary”: ‘Main Clause,’ p. 265; ‘Simple Subject,’ p. 267; ‘Subject,’ p. 268;   

                  ‘Subordinate Clause,’ p. 268; ‘Subordinating Conjunction,’ p. 268; ‘Verb,’ p. 268; ‘Whole Subject,’ p. 268 (Williams)

Due:          “Some Vocabulary” (Williams excerpt posted on D2L)

Due:          “How to Locate a Subject” (Williams excerpt posted on D2L)

	W
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Distribute: Revision 1

Due:          "Lesson Three: Actions" (Williams)

	F
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:          "Lesson Four: Characters" (Williams)


	W4

	M
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style 

Due:          “Some Common Questions after Session 1” (Williams excerpt posted on D2L)

Due:          “Some Common Questions after Session 2” (Williams excerpt posted on D2L)

	W
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style 

Due:          Exercises (Characters + Actions)

	F
	Clarity discussion/research

Due:          “Preface” and “Noun and Verb Styles” (Lanham)

Due:          “On the Cumulative Loss of Agency” (Williams excerpt posted on D2L)


	W5

	M
	Draft Workshop

Due:          Draft of Revision 1 (by 2:00 p.m. in D2L digital dropbox)

	W
	Clarity Quiz

Distribute: Revision 2 

Due:          Revision 1

	F
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:          "Lesson Five: Cohesion and Coherence" (Williams)


	W6

	M
	Reconsidering Revision 1 

Discuss:      Revision 1 Criteria

	W
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style
Due:           "Lesson Six: Emphasis" (Williams)

	F
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:            Exercises (Cohesion + Coherence + Emphasis)


	W7

	M
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:           “Controlling Topical Progressions in Essays” (Vande Kopple)

	W
	Topics discussion/research

Due:           “Introduction: The Nature of Subjects, Topics and Agents” (van Oosten)

Due:           “Subject and Topic: A New Typology of Language” (Li & Thompson)

	F
	Clarity discussion/research

Due:            “Grammatical Structure and the Recall of English Sentences” (Savin and 
                    Perchonock)

Due:            “An Analysis of Communication Efficiency” (Suchan and Colucci)


	W8

	M
	Draft Workshop

Due:          Draft of Revision 2 (by 2:00 p.m. in D2L dropbox)

	W
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style 

Due:         "Lesson Seven: Concision" (Williams)

	F
	NO CLASS: Mid-semester Break


	W9

	M
	Distribute: Revision 3

Due:         Revision 2

	W
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:         "Lesson Eight: Shape" (Williams)

	F
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:         Exercises (Concision + Shape)


	W10

	M
	Developing a technical vocabulary of style

Due:         “Lesson Nine: Elegance” (Williams)

Due:         “Paratactic and Hypotactic Styles” (Lanham)

	W
	Prelude to issues in style: Style in expert discourse

Due:         “General Orientation: Writing Science: Literacy and Discursive power” (Halliday and Martin)

	F
	Prelude to issues in style: Style in expert discourse

Due:         “The Cow Tipping Point” (Ehrenfeld)

Due:         rBGH Studies


	W11

	M
	Draft Workshop

Due:         1st draft of Revision 3 (by 2:00 p.m. in D2L dropbox)

	W
	Issues in style: Ethics

Due:         “Lesson Twelve: Ethics” (Williams)

	F
	Exam on Technical Vocabulary of Style


	W12

	M
	Issues in style: Metaphor

Due:         “The Literal and the Metaphoric” (Way)

Due:         “String Theory” (Green)

	W
	Issues in style: Ethics

Due:         “Transformations and Truth” (Hodge and Kress)

	F
	Draft Workshop

Due:          2nd draft of Revision 3 (by 2:00 p.m. in D2L dropbox)


	W13

	M
	Distribute: Self-Examination Paper

Due:          Revision 3

	W
	Issues in style: Ethics

Due:         “The Uses of Obscurity” (Lanham)

Due:         “The Worm in the Brain” (Mitchell)

	F
	Issues in style: Metaphor

Due:         “Grammatical Metaphor” (Thompson)

Due:         The text you propose to analyze in the Issue Paper (by 12:00 midnight in D2L dropbox)

Optional:  Sign up for Monday consultation with me on proposed text for Issue Paper.


	W14

	M
	No class: Consultations

Due:          Attend consultation if you signed up for one.

	W
	No class: Thanksgiving

	F
	No class: Thanksgiving


	W15

	M
	Issues in style: Metaphor

Due:          “Metaphors We Live By” (Lakoff and Johnson)

Due:          Submit text that exhibits a metaphor we live by (by 2:00 pm in D2L dropbox)

	W
	Draft Workshop

Due:          Draft of Issue Paper (by 2:00 p.m. in D2L dropbox)

	F
	Class wrap-up

Due:          Issue Paper
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