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1. Exact description of request:

Change in title of program (from Professional Writing and Book Publishing to Professional Writing and Publishing), along with course requirements for certificate.
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
PROFESSIONAL WRITING AND BOOK PUBLISHING

CERTIFICATE - 12 UNITS

1. ENGLISH 230, ENGLISH 330, ENGLISH 372

2. 3 UNITS FROM ENGLISH 430 OR ENGLISH 436

To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
PROFESSIONAL WRITING AND BOOK PUBLISHING

CERTIFICATE - 12 UNITS

1. ENGLISH 230, ENGLISH 330, ENGLISH 372, ENGLISH 362*, ENGLISH 364*
2. 3 UNITS FROM ENGLISH 430 OR ENGLISH 436
(Clean version): PROFESSIONAL WRITING AND PUBLISHING (BA/BS)

CERTIFICATE - 12 UNITS

1. ENGLISH 230, ENGLISH 330, ENGLISH 362, ENGLISH 364

2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

The Professional Writing and Publishing submajor contributes directly to the College’s and University’s commitment to personal and professional growth. It offers courses that develop students’ specific professional skills while fostering their ability to transfer those skills across multiple fields and applications, forming a solid foundation for lifelong learning. 

Emerging from an overall reevaluation of curriculum within the English program, the proposed revisions to the Professional Writing and Publishing submajor form part of a renewed effort to define and assess the department’s individual tracks in order to meet our commitment to the best possible education for our students. These changes affirm our dedication to developing a strong core of critical reading, thinking, and writing skills for all English majors, as well as track-specific student learning outcomes. Those objectives are that graduates of the program will be able to:

1  read closely  read texts closely for nuances of language, content, and form
2  write effectively  produce clear and coherent prose demonstrating effective use of grammar and style
3  construct arguments  execute well-constructed, thesis-driven interpretations based on textual evidence
4  conduct research  develop extended arguments that take account of existing scholarly conversations
5  analyze conventions  analyze texts using an understanding of generic conventions and literary devices
6  place literary traditions situate major texts within the contexts of the literature of the British Isles and the 
United States
7  analyze discourse  used in diverse contexts with attention to audience, purpose, and formal convention
8  use technology  employed by professional writers in a variety of media
9  collaborate effectively  orally and in writing, in teams and within groups
10  write and edit  documents to a professional standard in multiple formats
Based on the strong foundation of our major plan, our minor and certificate programs also provide excellent resources for students majoring in disparate fields that nonetheless place high value on professional communication skills. Our upper-level writing courses support students from many majors, and we remain committed to the University’s goal of improving student writing across all departments and colleges.    
3. Rationale:

The Professional Writing and Book Publishing submajor was initially proposed in 2007 as a professionalization arm of the English program. It housed existing courses that bore on professional writing, and new ones were developed that built on a unique depth of our faculty in the field of editing. It was thanks to this particular combination and to the range of programs studied across the UW System and nationwide that the “Book Publishing” emphasis took its shape. 

Since 2008, however, enrollment has tripled, making this submajor the second largest in the English program. Through informal but intensive self-study and attention to the students’ abilities and interests, it quickly became apparent to associated faculty that the “Book Publishing” emphasis is too narrowly proscribed to serve the full range of declared majors. Given the state of the publishing industry and the market for entry, it would take considerable time and investment to build the full complement of faculty, courses, and market ties to graduate strong candidates in the numbers we now have. On the other hand, we are already well equipped to provide intensive and quality instruction in the writing and editing skills that would prepare interested students to enter graduate study in publishing (from which the market overwhelmingly draws), while readying many more students for immediate entry into a broader range of professional writing and editing careers.

To highlight and develop these core skills, we propose to refine the major program offerings in the following ways. 
• Clear and intentional staging of the major  

Articulating what defines our 200-, 300-, and 400-level courses will not only help us explain the rationale of each course to students, but also help us assess our program’s fulfillment of those objectives. To that end, we propose this structure:

200 level: This level combines the introductory course in professional writing and editing with the core courses we hope will be shared by all English majors on the completion of full curricular review. That is, we will require the Critical Writing course (271) and six credits of literature courses to develop the analytical reading and writing skills we believe all English majors should have. The goal here is to provide a broad introduction to the range of skills and stylistic flexibility professional writers and editors must typically exercise in their careers.

300 level: At this level, we will offer courses that deepen study in particular writing and editing skills. The proposed addition of 386 (Grammar of Standard Written English) and the revision of 378 (Style) to more directly serve the professional writing students will strengthen our offerings in the structural principles that underpin the discipline. These courses—standard offerings in comparable professional writing programs—are designed to enhance student performance in the specific writing courses (currently Technical Writing and Writing for the Web) and specific editing course (Manuscript Editing) offered at this level. Acknowledging that students will bring a variety of specific interests within the general field, and because the ability to write for multiple audiences and purposes is a central objective of our program, we will also allow one approved writing-intensive course from another field as an elective.

400 level: Our highest level of courses are project focused, bringing to bear all of the writing and editing skills the students have developed and rounding them out with instruction in the theory and practice of publishing a substantial product. The existing capstone, 430 (“Book Editing”), will change to “Publication Development” to allow students to undertake a broader range of major projects (e.g. literary, professional, or technical). 

•
Studied development of future offerings 

Stripping the major down to a smaller core of courses may seem counterintuitive, given the rapid growth of the program. However, we believe our future growth (in course offerings and potential hires) will best be guided by designing and running courses to test their fit and impact before turning them into permanent offerings, and by track-specific assessment measures to gauge our successes in the SLOs to which we’ve committed. 

We are thus proposing Special Topics courses at both the 300 and 400 levels, with the understanding that each such offering will be designed in concert with the guidelines explained above. Because these courses will be repeatable (as long as they change), the list of elective offerings for students will be deeper than it may at first appear.

Furthermore, we are working and will continue to work to enhance the experiential, service learning, and internship opportunities for our majors. Under the new major plan, these could be built into our classes, especially at the 400 level (as, for example, in the current topics course on grant writing). 

Finally, the proposed design of the major will give us a more focused field of offerings to assess, with a tentative 5-year goal of developing and proposing a coherent graduate program in the discipline. 

Impact on certificate requirements: The above reasoning also guides the choice of requirements for certificate candidates. The certificate plan consists of the 12 credits of the program that we feel provide the most fundamental skills for professional writing and editing. 
4. Cost Implications: These changes to the submajor will, unless and until enrollment supports additional faculty positions, require principal faculty (Tobeck and Baumgardt) to cover track-specific courses, with the possibility that one or both of their Freshman English course loads will need to be covered by academic staff.
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