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Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
ENGLISH EDUCATION EMPHASIS


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
no change
Sponsor(s):  
Durham, Tobeck, Jellerson, McGuigan, Witonsky


Department(s):
Languages and Literatures


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
24
After change
24


1. Exact description of request:

We seek to change the requirement structure for the major. We are not changing or adding courses at this time. We are rearranging our requirements to disentangle 200, 300, and 400 level course requirements. This creates intentional, developmental paths through the majors and provides a platform for assessment, leading eventually to substantive curricular changes. 
From: DELETIONS ARE STRUCK THROUGH
To: ADDITIONS ARE HIGHLIGHTED
ENGLISH EDUCATION EMPHASIS

MINOR - 24 UNITS

1. ENGLISH 271, ENGLISH 281, ENGLISH 404 OR ENGLISH 405, AND ENGLISH 471

2. ENGLISH 206 OR ENGLISH 401 OR ENGLISH 402 OR ENGLISH 412 OR ENGLISH 414

3. ENGLISH 216 OR ENGLISH 226 OR ENGLISH 315 OR ENGLISH 341 OR ENGLISH 342 OR ENGLISH 416 OR ENGLISH 420 OR ENGLISH 463

4. ENGLISH 236 OR ENGLISH 265 OR ENGLISH 345 OR ENGLISH 346 OR ENGLISH 347 OR ENGLISH 348 OR ENGLISH 353 OR ENGLISH 360 OR ENGLISH 363 OR ENGLISH 368 OR ENGLISH 369 OR ENGLISH 464

5. ENGLISH 310 OR ENGLISH 381 OR ENGLISH 382 OR ENGLISH 383 OR ENGLISH 385

1. ENGLISH 271 

2. ENGLISH 226

3. ENGLISH 206 or ENGLISH 216 or ENGLISH 236 
4. ENGLISH 281

5. ENGLISH 310

6. Select 6 credits of literature electives from: ENGLISH 300, 321, 322, 323, 324, 341, 342, 345, 346, 347, 348, 360, 363, 368, or 369
7. ENGLISH 404 or ENGLISH 405
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

This fall, the English program developed and approved a new set of student learning outcomes as part of a renewed effort to define and assess the department’s individual tracks and to attend to the university’s commitment to offering the best possible education for our students. These changes affirm our dedication to developing a strong core of critical reading, thinking, and writing skills for all English majors, as well as track-specific SLOs for advanced study. 

Our program-wide objectives are that graduates will be able to:

1  read closely  read texts closely for nuances of language, content, and form
2  write effectively  produce clear and coherent prose demonstrating effective use of grammar and style
3  construct arguments  execute well-constructed, thesis-driven interpretations based on textual evidence
4  conduct research  develop extended arguments that take account of existing scholarly conversations
5  analyze conventions  analyze texts using an understanding of generic conventions and literary devices
6  place literary traditions situate major texts within the contexts of the literature of the British Isles and the 
United States
7
demonstrate awareness of English as a language, including its systematic structure, history, and uses
In addition, BSE English majors will emerge with the following track-specific skills:

8. apply literary criticism   apply complex frames for textual analysis (including literary theory and/or interdisciplinary approaches)

9. analyze multicultural literature   literary texts and trends representing diverse and global traditions, cultures, and histories

10. articulate literary value   literature’s unique ability to represent human problems—ethical, affective, and philosophical

11. teach writing   using current theories and methods of teaching composition

12. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of traditional and modern grammars

3. Rationale: 
Our proposed reorganization supports these goals by helping us isolate and assess their development throughout our curriculum. Disambiguating our 200-, 300-, and 400-level courses will help us begin to stage an intentional, developmental major, while the data we gather at each stage will in turn help inform more substantive curricular innovation.
Our current major and minor requirements both are somewhat restrictive for the students and complicate our course rotation. Additionally, as we have no clear definition of objectives at each level, and as some of our requirement categories allow choice between 300- or 400- (and in some cases 200- or 400-) level courses, our students aren’t necessarily moving through the major along a true developmental path.

Our proposed BSE English minor mirrors the major at the core and intermediate levels, with the exception that the intermediate level is shrunk by 3 credits in order to require one 400-level course. 

A substantive definition of objectives by course level is complex and warrants closer study of what we are currently doing before we undertake more dramatic curricular changes. We propose to facilitate such study and discussion through this relatively simple measure of clearly separating our major requirements by course level, which we can then work to assess systematically. This rearrangement has the additional benefits of freeing up more elective choice for our majors and the flexibility to better align our rotation with current enrollment patterns.

4. Cost Implications: Since this proposal represents a reorganization of requirements rather than changes in course offerings, we foresee no cost implications beyond those associated with altering the AR and registration processes.  
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