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CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM
Japanese Studies is an interdisciplinary area that builds on Japanese language acquisition and the study of Japanese history and culture in the social science, humanities, and arts fields.  The major is offered in collaboration with UW-Oshkosh and courses from UW-Oshkosh can be used in the major.  Entry into the major requires completing first year Japanese with a grade of C or higher in both courses. To be eligible for graduation, students must satisfy course requirements with at least a 2.25 GPA in courses applied to the major and submit a portfolio of three papers/projects from three different courses used in the major. Students must also complete a structured learning experience in Japan of at least ten days, a Japanese language proficiency test, and an oral exit interview in Japanese.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM 

1. Develop an intermediate-high level of Japanese language proficiency according to the proficiency guidelines defined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 

2. Be capable of starting and maintaining conversations of moderate complexity using the Japanese language on a wide variety of everyday topics. 

3. Demonstrate a broad understanding of key aspects of Japanese culture and civilization including its traditions, customs, values and way of living.

4. Investigate and explain current social issues, concerns, conflicts, and debates in Japanese society. 

5. Analyze representations of Japan in literature, mass media, and visual arts.

6. Situate Japan in the context of its geographic and cultural neighbors and explain cultural, diplomatic, and economic relations by applying a cross-cultural perspective. 

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of Japanese culture in both written and spoken fashion in Japanese based on complex Japanese language texts and data from the original Japanese sources.

LIST OF COURSES TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PROGRAM 

JAPANESE 103 


Beginning Japanese III 

JAPANESE 201 


Intermediate Japanese I 

JAPANESE 202 


Intermediate Japanese II 

JAPANESE 203 


Intermediate Japanese III 

JAPANESE 301


Japanese Contemporary Issues through the Lens of the Media


JAPANESE 497


Independent Study

JAPANESE 499 


Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies

ASIANST/ENGLISH 333

Japanese Literature in Translations

ASIANST/GEOGRPHY 364
Geography of East Asia

ASIANST/POLSCI 480

Politics and Government of Japan

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 290
Sociology of Pacific Asia

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350
Contemporary Japanese Society


ASIANST 488


Topics in Japanese Studies

ASIANST 491


Travel Study (Japan only)

ASIANST 493


Internship in Japanese Studies

ENGLISH 323


Asian Literatures

HISTRY 386


History of Modern Japan

RELIGST 212


Introduction to Eastern Religions

RELIGST 303


Eastern Religious Thought

The following UW-Oshkosh courses can also be used

JAPANESE 305


Basic Kanji in Context


JAPANESE 320


Advanced Japanese III


JAPANESE 360


Special Topics in Japanese

JAPANESE 446


Independent Study


JAPANESE 315


Bilingual Approaches to Japanese Culture and Society

ART 317


Art History, Art of India, China and Japan

ENGLISH 221


Asian American Literature


ENGLISH 394/594

Multiethnic Literatures: Optional content

ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244
Japanese Nature Writing

HISTORY 375


Traditional Japan

HISTORY 376


Modern Japan


RELSTDS 337


Japanese Religion

RELSTDS 344


Zen Buddhist Practice

RELSTDS 345


Zen Buddhist Art and Literature


A 4-YEAR PLAN OF COURSE OFFERINGS

	COURSES OFFERED ONCE EACH YEAR

	Course Number
	Course Name

	ASIANST 493
	Internship in Japanese Studies

	HISTORY 386
	History of Modern Japan

	JAPANESE 103
	Beginning Japanese III

	JAPANESE 201
	Intermediate Japanese I

	JAPANESE 202
	Intermediate Japanese II

	JAPANESE 203
	Intermediate Japanese III

	JAPANESE 499
	Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies

	UW Oshkosh Courses that can also be used

	ENGLISH 221
	Asian American Literature

	JAPANESE 210
	Intermediate Japanese I

	JAPANESE 211
	Intermediate Japanese II

	JAPANESE 310
	Advanced Japanese I

	JAPANESE 311
	Advanced Japanese II

	JAPANESE 315
	Bilingual Approaches to Japanese Culture and Society

	JAPANESE 320
	Advanced Japanese III

	JAPANESE 464
	Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies


	COURSES OFFERED EVERY TWO YEARS

	Course Number
	Course Name

	(UW Whitewater)
	

	ASIANST 290
	Sociology of Pacific Asia 

	ASIANST 364
	Geography of East Asia

	ASIANST 491
	Travel Study

	ASIANST/ENGLISH 333
	Japanese Literature in Translation

	ASIANST/POLSCI 480
	Politics and Government of Japan

	ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350
	Contemporary Japanese Society

	ENGLISH 323
	Asian Literature

	JAPANESE 301
	Japanese Contemporary Issues through the Lens of the Media

	RELIGST 212
	Introduction to Eastern Religions

	RELIGST 303
	Eastern Religious Thought

	UW Oshkosh Courses that can also be used

	ART 317
	Art History, Art of India, China and Japan 

	ENGLISH 394/594
	Multiethnic Literatures: Optional content

	ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244
	Japan Nature Writing

	HISTORY 375
	Traditional Japan

	HISTORY 376
	Modern Japan

	JAPANESE 305
	Basic Kanji in Context

	RELSTDS 337
	Japanese Religion

	RELSTDS 344
	Zen Buddhist Practice

	RELSTDS 345
	Zen Buddhist Art and Literature


LIST OF THE REQUIRED COURSES IN A FORMAT APPROPRIATE FOR THE CATALOG AND ADVISING REPORT

Core Language Courses  (14 units):

JAPANESE 103 


Beginning Japanese III 

JAPANESE 201 


Intermediate Japanese I 

JAPANESE 202 


Intermediate Japanese II 

JAPANESE 203 


Intermediate Japanese III 

Capstone Course (3 units)

JAPANESE 499 
Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies

Group 1. Japanese Culture in Global Context – (3 units)
ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 290
Sociology of Pacific Asia

ASIANST/GEOGRPHY 364
Geography of East Asia

ENGLISH 323


Asian Literatures

RELIGST 212


Introduction to Eastern Religions

RELIGST 303


Eastern Religious Thought

The following UW-Oshkosh courses can also be used

ART 317


Art History, Art of India, China and Japan

ENGLISH 221


Asian American Literature


ENGLISH 394/594

Multiethnic Literatures: Optional content

Group 2.  Japanese History and Culture – (9 units)
ASIANST/ENGLISH 333

Japanese Literature in Translations

ASIANST/POLSCI 480

Politics and Government of Japan

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350
Contemporary Japanese Society


HISTORY 386*


History of Modern Japan

JAPANESE 301


Japanese Contemporary Issues through the Lens of the Media


The following UW-Oshkosh courses can also be used

ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244
Japanese Nature Writing

HISTORY 375


Traditional Japan

HISTORY 376*


Modern Japan


JAPANESE 315


Bilingual Approaches to Japanese Culture and Society

RELSTDS 337


Japanese Religion

RELSTDS 344


Zen Buddhist Practice

RELSTDS 345


Zen Buddhist Art and Literature


* HISTORY 376 and HISTORY 386 are unrequisites

Group 3. Electives (4-6 units)

Any Group 1 or Group 2 course, and the following

ASIANST 488


Topics in Japanese Studies

ASIANST 491


Travel Study (Japan only)

ASIANST 493


Internship in Japanese Studies

JAPANESE 497


Independent Study

The following UW-Oshkosh courses can also be used

JAPANESE 305


Basic Kanji in Context


JAPANESE 320


Advanced Japanese III


JAPANESE 360


Special Topics in Japanese

JAPANESE 446


Independent Study


ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR THE PROGRAM 

The collaborative Japanese Studies Program assessment includes frequent and systematic assessment methods of student progress in attaining the learning objectives. The curriculum is designed to increase student knowledge in Japan and, at the same time, develop fundamental language skills as students move from the required courses through the electives to the capstone course.  Each student is required to submit a portfolio that includes three performance assessments from three different courses (student choice).  Students are also required to write a Senior Thesis in Japanese in the capstone course. Three instructors, at least one of whom will be an instructor from the collaborating campus, will review and evaluate the portfolio and thesis.  Students’ language skills evaluation will be based on the proficiency guidelines defined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Students are required to complete either the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (established by the Japanese government) or the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview. They are also required to complete an oral exit interview in Japanese conducted by an instructor of their home institution.  All courses will be evaluated with student opinion surveys.
RESOURCES NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM (staffing, equipment, library materials, etc.)

See  Authorization document sections 6,7, 8 and 9

STUDENT NEED/DEMAND FOR THE PROGRAM

See Authorization document section 4


RELATION OF THE PROGRAM TO OTHER PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS, IN THE UW SYSTEM, AND IN THE REGION

See Authorization document section 4
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