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CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAM
Japanese Studies is an interdisciplinary area that builds on Japanese language acquisition and the study of Japanese history and culture in the social science, humanities, and arts fields.  The major is offered in collaboration with UW-Oshkosh and courses from UW-Oshkosh can be used in the major.  Entry into the major requires completing first year Japanese with a grade of C or higher in both courses. To be eligible for graduation, students must satisfy course requirements with at least a 2.25 GPA in courses applied to the major and submit a portfolio of three papers/projects from three different courses used in the major. Students must also complete a structured learning experience in Japan of at least ten days, a Japanese language proficiency test, and an oral exit interview in Japanese.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM 

1. Develop an intermediate-high level of Japanese language proficiency according to the proficiency guidelines defined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 

2. Be capable of starting and maintaining conversations of moderate complexity using the Japanese language on a wide variety of everyday topics. 

3. Demonstrate a broad understanding of key aspects of Japanese culture and civilization including its traditions, customs, values and way of living.

4. Investigate and explain current social issues, concerns, conflicts, and debates in Japanese society. 

5. Analyze representations of Japan in literature, mass media, and visual arts.

6. Situate Japan in the context of its geographic and cultural neighbors and explain cultural, diplomatic, and economic relations by applying a cross-cultural perspective. 

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of Japanese culture in both written and spoken fashion in Japanese based on complex Japanese language texts and data from the original Japanese sources.

LIST OF COURSES TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PROGRAM 

JAPANESE 103 


Beginning Japanese III 

JAPANESE 201 


Intermediate Japanese I 

JAPANESE 202 


Intermediate Japanese II 

JAPANESE 203 


Intermediate Japanese III 

JAPANESE 301


Japanese Contemporary Issues through the Lens of the Media


JAPANESE 497


Independent Study

JAPANESE 499 


Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies

ASIANST/ENGLISH 333

Japanese Literature in Translations

ASIANST/GEOGRPHY 364
Geography of East Asia

ASIANST/POLSCI 480

Politics and Government of Japan

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 290
Sociology of Pacific Asia

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350
Contemporary Japanese Society


ASIANST 488


Topics in Japanese Studies

ASIANST 491


Travel Study (Japan only)

ASIANST 493


Internship in Japanese Studies

ENGLISH 323


Asian Literatures

HISTRY 386


History of Modern Japan

RELIGST 212


Introduction to Eastern Religions

RELIGST 303


Eastern Religious Thought

The following UW-Oshkosh courses can also be used

JAPANESE 305


Basic Kanji in Context


JAPANESE 320


Advanced Japanese III


JAPANESE 360


Special Topics in Japanese

JAPANESE 446


Independent Study


JAPANESE 315


Bilingual Approaches to Japanese Culture and Society

ART 317


Art History, Art of India, China and Japan

ENGLISH 221


Asian American Literature


ENGLISH 361/561

Asian American Literature
ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244
Japanese Nature Writing

HISTORY 375


Traditional Japan

HISTORY 376


Modern Japan


RELSTDS 337


Japanese Religion

RELSTDS 344


Zen Buddhist Practice

RELSTDS 345


Zen Buddhist Art and Literature


JUSTIFICATION FOR COURSES IN MAJOR

1. The following sequence of UW-Whitewater courses provide students with an intermediate level of proficiency in the Japanese language
JAPANESE 103 


Beginning Japanese III 

JAPANESE 201 


Intermediate Japanese I 

JAPANESE 202 


Intermediate Japanese II 

JAPANESE 203 


Intermediate Japanese III 

The following UW-Oshkosh courses provide students with an intermediate level of proficiency in the Japanese language
JAPANESE 305


Basic Kanji in Context


JAPANESE 320


Advanced Japanese III


JAPANESE 360


Special Topics in Japanese

2. The following UW-Whitewater courses give students a background on East Asian regional culture and/or situate Japan in a broad global context.
ASIANST/GEOGRPHY 364
Geography of East Asia

RELIGST 212


Introduction to Eastern Religions

RELIGST 303


Eastern Religious Thought

ENGLISH 323


Asian Literatures
ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 290
Sociology of Pacific Asia

ASIANST/POLISCI 460

Government and Politics of Asia
The following UW-Oshkosh courses give students a background on East Asian regional culture and/or situate Japan in a broad global context
ART 317


Art History, Art of India, China and Japan

ENGLISH 221


Asian American Literature


ENGLISH 361/561

Asian American Literature

4. In the following UW-Whitewater courses students will examine Japan’s culture, traditions, aesthetics, beliefs, and/or its social practices and institutions.
ASIANST/ENGLISH 333

Japanese Literature in Translation

ASIANST/POLSCI 480

Politics and Government of Japan

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350
Contemporary Japanese Society

ASIANST 488


Topics in Japanese Studies

HISTORY 386


History of Modern Japan

JAPANESE 301


Japanese Contemporary Issues through the Lens of the Media
In the following UW-Oshkosh courses students will examine Japan’s culture, traditions, aesthetics, beliefs, and/or its social practices and institutions.
ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244
Japanese Nature Writing

HISTORY 375


Traditional Japan

HISTORY 376


Modern Japan


RELSTDS 337


Japanese Religion

RELSTDS 344


Zen Buddhist Practice

RELSTDS 345


Zen Buddhist Art and Literature

JAPANESE 315


Bilingual Approaches to Japanese Culture and Society

5. The following courses provide students with field experiences in Japan
ASIANST 491


Travel Study

ASIANST 493


Internship in Japanese Studies
6. The following course provides students in an intensive writing experience in japanese and an integration of their Japanese language learning:
JAPANESE 499


Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies

A 4-YEAR PLAN OF COURSE OFFERINGS

	COURSES OFFERED ONCE EACH YEAR

	Course Number
	Course Name

	ASIANST 493
	Internship in Japanese Studies

	HISTORY 386
	History of Modern Japan

	HISTORY 130
	The East Asian Tradition

	HISTORY 131
	East Asia Since 1800

	JAPANESE 103
	Beginning Japanese III

	JAPANESE 201
	Intermediate Japanese I

	JAPANESE 202
	Intermediate Japanese II

	JAPANESE 203
	Intermediate Japanese III

	JAPANESE 499
	Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies

	UW Oshkosh Courses that can also be used

	ENGLISH 221
	Asian American Literature

	JAPANESE 210
	Intermediate Japanese I

	JAPANESE 211
	Intermediate Japanese II

	JAPANESE 310
	Advanced Japanese I

	JAPANESE 311
	Advanced Japanese II

	JAPANESE 315
	Bilingual Approaches to Japanese Culture and Society

	JAPANESE 320
	Advanced Japanese III

	JAPANESE 464
	Senior Thesis in Japanese Studies


	COURSES OFFERED EVERY TWO YEARS

	Course Number
	Course Name

	(UW Whitewater)
	

	ASIANST 290
	Sociology of Pacific Asia 

	ASIANST 364
	Geography of East Asia

	ASIANST 491
	Travel Study

	ASIANST/ENGLISH 333
	Japanese Literature in Translation

	ASIANST/POLSCI 480
	Politics and Government of Japan

	ASIANST/POLSCI 460
	Politics and Government of Asia

	ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350
	Contemporary Japanese Society

	ENGLISH 323
	Asian Literature

	JAPANESE 301
	Japanese Contemporary Issues through the Lens of the Media

	RELIGST 212
	Introduction to Eastern Religions

	RELIGST 303
	Eastern Religious Thought

	UW Oshkosh Courses that can also be used

	ART 317
	Art History, Art of India, China and Japan 

	ENGLISH 361/561
	Asian American Literature

	ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244
	Japan Nature Writing

	HISTORY 375
	Traditional Japan

	HISTORY 376
	Modern Japan

	JAPANESE 305
	Basic Kanji in Context

	RELSTDS 337
	Japanese Religion

	RELSTDS 344
	Zen Buddhist Practice

	RELSTDS 345
	Zen Buddhist Art and Literature


	Sophomore Year

	General Education (GS)—3 units
	Gened Math/Science elective (GM)—3 units (min.)

	Gened 110  World of the Arts—3 units
	Minor Course—3 Units

	 Japanese Studies Group II —3 Units
	Japanese Studies Group III – 3 units

	Japanese 103--4 units 
	Japanese 201--4 units

	Minor Course—3 units
	Communication 110—3 units

	Semester 1—16 units
	Semester 2—16 units


	Junior Year

	BA upper division—3 units
	GENED 390  World of Ideas – 3 units

	Japanese 202—3 Units
	Japanese 203 —3 units

	Japanese Studies Group III —3 units
	Japanese Studies Group III —3 units

	Minor Course—3 units
	Minor Course—3 units

	Minor Course—3 units
	Minor Course—3 units

	Semester 1—15 units
	Semester2—15 units


	Senior Year

	Japanese Studies Group V or III, 4-6 units
	Japanese Studies Capstone—3 units

	Minor Course—3 units
	Elective—7-9  units

	Minor Course—3 units
	BA upper division—3 units

	General Ed elective—3 units
	

	Elective—3 units
	

	Semester 1—16 units
	Semester 2—13-15 units


LIST OF THE REQUIRED COURSES IN A FORMAT APPROPRIATE FOR THE CATALOG AND ADVISING REPORT JAPANESE STUDIES MAJOR (BA)
MAJOR - 34 UNITS

1.  JAPANESE 103 AND JAPANESE 201 AND JAPANESE 202 AND JAPANESE 203
2.  JAPANESE 499 (WRITING REQUIREMENT)
3.  SELECT 3 UNITS OF EAST ASIAN REGIONAL COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING:

ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 290,  ASIANST/GEOGRPHY 364, ENGLISH 323, RELIGST 212,  RELIGST 303,  HISTRY 130, HISTRY 131, OR ASIANST/POLSCI 460  AND THE FOLLOWING COURSES FROM UW-OSHKOSH ART 317, ENGLISH 221, OR ENGLISH 361/561,  

4. SELECT 9 UNITS OF JAPANESE HISTORY AND CULTURE COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING:

ASIANST/ENGLISH 333, ASIANST/POLSCI 480, ASIANST/SOCIOLGY 350, HISTORY 386, JAPANESE 301. AND THE FOLLOWING COURSES FROM UW-OSHKOSH ENVSTDS/ENGLISH 244,  HISTORY 375
, HISTORY 376,  JAPANESE 315, RELSTDS 337, RELSTDS 344, RELSTDS 345,

NOTE: UW-WHITEWATER HISTORY 376 and  UW-OSHKOSH HISTORY 386 are unrequisites

5. SELECT 4-6 UNITS OF ELECTIVES FROM THE FOLLOWING:
ANY COURSE NOT USED IN #4, ASIANST 488, ASIANST 491, ASIANST 493, AND JAPANESE 497,

AND THE FOLLOWING COURSES FROM UW-OSHKOSH: JAPANESE 305,  JAPANESE 320, JAPANESE 360, AND JAPANESE 446

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR

MILESTONES

1. COMPLETED JAPANESE LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TEST
2. COMPLETED APPROVED FIELD EXPERIENCE IN JAPAN

3. SUBMITTED PORTFOLIO OF 3 PAPERS/PROJECTS FROM THREE DIFFERENT COURSES IN MAJOR

4. COMPLETED ORAL EXIT INTERVIEW IN JAPANESE

ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR THE PROGRAM 

The collaborative Japanese Studies Program assessment includes frequent and systematic assessment methods of student progress in attaining the learning objectives. The curriculum is designed to increase student knowledge in Japan and, at the same time, develop fundamental language skills as students move from the required courses through the electives to the capstone course.  Each student is required to submit a portfolio that includes three performance assessments from three different courses (student choice).  Students are also required to write a Senior Thesis in Japanese in the capstone course. Three instructors, at least one of whom will be an instructor from the collaborating campus, will review and evaluate the portfolio and thesis.  Students’ language skills evaluation will be based on the proficiency guidelines defined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Students are required to complete either the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (established by the Japanese government) or the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview. They are also required to complete an oral exit interview in Japanese conducted by an instructor of their home institution.  All courses will be evaluated with student opinion surveys.
RESOURCES NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM (staffing, equipment, library materials, etc.)

The new major can be initiated by internal reallocation and without requiring any additional staffing , equipment or special resources.  See  Authorization document sections 6,7, 8 and 9.
STUDENT NEED/DEMAND FOR THE PROGRAM

Steadily rising enrollment in courses on Japanese culture and language at both the UW-Oshkosh and UW-Whitewater campuses over the past four years indicates strong student demand.  Reflecting national trends, Japanese language instruction has grown statewide in Wisconsin. Despite a decline in media attention about Japan and rising media attention directed at China since the mid-1990s, student interest in Japan and enrollment in Japanese language has remained strong. Nationally, the number of students studying Japanese grew by 24 percent between 1998 and 2003 (Japan Foundation report http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/japan/oversea/img/2003_03.pdf).  The Modern Language Association reports a 27.5 percent increase from 2002 and 2006, making Japanese the fifth most studied language in U.S. colleges (after Spanish, German, French and Italian). http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0905275.html#axzz0ylSc7P2H. (Most recent data available, also see Table 275 in United States Statistical Abstract, 2010).

The “pipeline” of students entering Wisconsin public universities suggests that their interest in learning Japanese starts before they enter college. High school enrollment in Japanese language classes has grown from 1,319 in the 1994-95 academic year to 1,765 in 2003-04. Japanese language enrollments grew in the late 1980s to early 1990s, dipped for three years (1997-2000), but shows a sustained growth since 2001.  A world-wide 2006 survey of Japanese language instruction showed 16 Wisconsin public high schools and two private high school teaching Japanese (http://www.jpf.go.jp/JF_Contents/InformationSearchService).  In 2007, a Japanese language Advanced Placement test was introduced in U.S. high schools.

Surprisingly, there has been an upsurge in young people’s interest in Japan despite the fact that many young people lack a well-grounded knowledge of international affairs.  For example, the 2005 national survey of geographic literacy by National Geographic reported almost none of the 18-24 year olds surveyed had regular contact with anyone in another country, a majority (62%) were unable to communicate in any language other than English, and over one-half (51%) could not find Japan on a map of Asia. 

Yet the growing interest in Japan, stemming from the appeal of Japanese popular culture, can be the beginning point for more serious study by undergraduates. In addition to Japanese-influenced music, food, technology, and fashion trends, many young Americans are attracted to Japan-origin media forms (video games, film, Japanese cartoons [anime], and comics [manga]). One study (Annie Manion, University of California, Santa Barbara) found that anime was the single most important driver of the growing interest in Japan and Japanese language study among U.S. college students. Confirming other findings, the study noted that while few students were initially attracted to Japan as a country, once they became anime fans, many developed a serious academic interest in learning about the language and culture of Japan. Also see “Those anime students": Foreign language literacy development through Japanese popular culture” by Natsuki Fukunaga,  Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, Vol. 50 (2006), “Can Japanese Pop Culture Enthusiasts be Considered as Potential Japanese Language” Learners? by Yumiko Kondo and Masako Muranaka Japanese-Language Education Bulletin, Vol. 6, 2010 {in Japanese}, and “Marketing Japan: Manga as Japan's New Ambassador.” By Jennifer Prough ASIANetwork Exchange Vol. 17 (2010).

Projected Enrollment (5 years) (Total of both campuses)
	Year
	Implementation

Year
	2nd Year
	3rd  

Year
	4th 

Year
	5th 

Year

	New students admitted to Major
	15
	15
	18
	22
	22

	Continuing students in Major
	
	14
	26
	29
	29

	Total 

Enrollment
	
	29
	44
	51
	51

	Graduating students
	
	
	15
	20
	25


RELATION OF THE PROGRAM TO OTHER PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS, IN THE UW SYSTEM, AND IN THE REGION

At UW-Whitewater the Japanese Studies major will compliment the Asian Studies minor and the World Religions minor.  It also uses courses with and builds on a variety of fields, including international business, international relations, geography, political science and sociology.  Students with the major can pursue a range of minors depending on the career and personal interests. 

The Oshkosh and Whitewater campuses house the strongest Japanese programs among UW-System “cluster” undergraduate institutions. Both have had rising enrollments in Japanese language and culture courses. Both are also send-sites for Japanese language instruction in the statewide Collaborative Language Program that uses distance education technology to provide foreign language instruction to UW System campuses. Both have active study-abroad exchanges and offer short-term travel-study courses to Japan on a regular basis. 

Six UW-System campuses have a Japanese Studies or Asian Studies minor or certificate program, outside of UW-Madison: Eau Claire, Milwaukee, LaCrosse, Oshkosh, Stevens Point, and Whitewater.  Oshkosh and Whitewater have had established and actively growing programs. 

Over the past decade, these two campuses received external grant funds (from the Japan Foundation, U.S. Department of Education and Kikkoman Foundation) to build their library collections of books and audio-visual material in Japanese Studies. In the past few years, both have sponsored numerous Japan-related events (such as a calligraphy workshop, visiting Japanese artists, musicians, and kabuki actors, and a language day for high schools teaching Japanese). Both also have active student clubs devoted to Japanese language/culture. Graduates from both campuses have been accepted into the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme, which is administered by the Council of Local Authorities for International Relations in cooperation with several local government organizations. The two campuses have a history of cooperative instruction with each other and other UW-System campuses. The number of distance education courses offered on each campus has doubled since the 1999-2000 academic year. 

Currently, the Oshkosh campus is assisting area K-12 schools with Japanese instruction, and it offers an internship program for Japanese nationals who wish to teach Japanese as a second language. Oshkosh has sponsored four travel study programs to Japan, participated in an internship program at a Japanese youth camp, and has established exchange programs with two Japanese universities. Whitewater has also sponsored travel study courses to Japan eight times in the past nine years. It participates in exchange programs with two different Japanese universities in other regions of Japan. Over the past decade, the Whitewater Japanese language program has grown from offering one to offering three years of instruction. The initial resources for this expansion came from external funding (a two-year U.S. Department of Education grant and a one-year Japan Foundation grant). The language program became self-sustaining, and it continues to grow. Over the past three years, enrollments more than doubled.

The following table offers a comparison of the number of courses related to Japan available throughout the UW-System:
	Campus
	Academic Programs
	Courses exclusively on Japan or Japanese

	Eau Claire 
	Japanese Language Minor (24 credits)
	6 language courses, 1 course in history, 1 in course anthropology

	Green Bay 
	
	Language courses in exchange with St. Norbert College

	LaCrosse
	Asian Studies is a 6-12 unit emphasis within a 24 unit International Studies minor
	CLP receive site from River Falls (4 language courses)

	Milwaukee
	Asian Studies certificate (18 credits)
	6 language courses, 4 history courses, 1 anthropology, 1 political science, 1 art history plus many continuing education offerings

	Oshkosh 
	Japanese Language and Culture Studies Minor (25 credits)
	7 language courses, 2 history courses, 2 religious studies courses, 1 literature course.

	
	Asian Studies Minor (24 credits) in International Studies
	1 language course, 2 history courses, 1 culture course, 1 religious studies course, 1 literature course

	Parkside
	
	1 history course.

	Platteville 
	
	CLP receive site from Whitewater (4 language courses), 1  history course, 1 geography course, Summer field course (geography)

	River Falls 
	
	5 language courses, 1 history course, 

	Stevens Point 
	Asian Studies is a 12 unit concentration within a 24 unit International Studies minor
	CLP receive site from Oshkosh (5 language  courses), 2 history courses

	Stout
	
	None Found

	Superior
	
	2 non-credit language courses, 1 history course

	Whitewater
	Japanese Studies Emphasis in Minor Asian Studies, 21 credits after 1st year Japanese 
	6 language courses, 1 course each in history, anthropology/sociology, political science, literature, and geography.


Currently, fifteen universities offer an interdisciplinary Japanese Studies major (others offer a major exclusively in Japanese language). These institutions are as follows:

1.
Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH  

2.
DePaul University, Chicago IL

3.
Dillard University, New Orleans LA

4.
Earlham College, Richmond, IN 

5.
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA  

6.
Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN

7.
Hope College, Holland, MI  

8.
Madonna University, Livonia, MI 

9.
Salem International University, Salem, WV  

10.
University of California-San Diego, La Jolla, CA

11.
University of Hawaii at Hilo, Hilo, HI  

12.
University of San Francisco, San Francisco CA

13.
Willamette University, Salem, OR  

14.
William Jewell College, Liberty, MO

15.
Yale University, New Haven, CT  
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