University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
210 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Introduction to Asian Studies
25-Character Abbreviation:  
INTRO ASIAN STUDIES


Sponsor(s):  
Larry Neuman
Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology & Criminal Justice
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
Asian Studies Minor
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
GENED 120 or GENED 130 or GENED 140
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Asian Studies
Instructor:
Larry Neuman

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
     
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification:


The course replaces Sociology /Asian Studies 290, Sociology of Pacific Asia.  The original title failed to reflect the multi-disciplinary content of the interdisciplinary area studies field of Asian Studies.  The new title better communicates the course’s content and informs students and others that the course is a broad-based introduction to a world region and an area studies field. The new title also reflects a shift in content.  This is a broad multi-disciplinary introduction that drawing on the social sciences and humanities fields (e.g., anthropology, history, geography, political science, religious studies, and sociology), and it touches on topics in the arts, race-ethnicity, gender, environmental studies, and literature. Students with an interest in Asian Studies for whatever reason -- to acquire a broader education, to satisfy a curiosity, or to build a foundation for future courses – will be able to locate it easily.  At the same time, the course will become a required introductory course in Asian Studies minor curriculum and strengthen the minor’s curricular structure. The course title allows interested instructors to include all of Asia, as is covered in Asian Studies and opens it as a teaching opportunity for faculty in all Asian Studies academic fields. It also builds consistency in the curriculum by positioning the course as parallel to Introduction to Latin American Studies. In addition, the course addresses the LEAP goals  of common intellectual experiences (exploring the “big questions”) and global learning.
General Education justification
This broadly based course addresses two general education goals: 
(1) Understand and appreciate the culture diversity of the U.S. and other countries, and live responsibly in an interdependent world. The course accomplishes this goal by introducing students to the many cultural, social, and belief systems found across Asian countries.  It also helps students to recognize both diversity and interdependencies among Asian peoples and cultures, and relations between the Asian world region and the U.S. or other parts of the world. 
(2) Acquire a base of knowledge common to educated persons and the capacity to expand that base over their lifetime.  The course provides students with a board knowledge of non-Western cultures, values, historical events or figures, and belief systems.  The course will help student grow into educated persons better able to understand cultures that likely to be very different than their own, and that have had a major impact on world events and through persons of Asian descent who migrated to U.S.  Students will learn the significance of major Asian world figures (e.g., Gandhi, Confucius, Buddha, Ho Chi Minh, Mao Zedong) and Asian historical events (e.g., U.S.-Vietnam War, dropping of A-Bombs on Japan, division of Korea, separation of Pakistan from India) that are  necessary parts of an informed, educated person’s knowledge base, and that can be build upon over a lifetime. 

Issues of gender are prominent throughout the course. Gender relations, and the position of women in Asian cultures specifically, are a major part of the multidisciplinary Asian Studies field.  This is true both of understanding social relations today, and women’s place in belief systems in Confucian or East Asian cultures, as well as in South Asian, Southeast Asia culture with more Hindu or Islamic influence. It also applies to women in Central and Western Asian societies (also called Middle East) where the position of women has a central concern across most academic fields. 

Relationship to program assessment objectives:


This course serves two functions: it is an introduction/foundation for students pursuing the Asian Studies minor, and it provides general background for all students with an interest in Asia.  Its relationship to the assessment objectives of the Asian Studies minor program is to provide all students with a general understanding and a foundation in the field that prepares them for more advanced courses, where they can build on shared foundation knowledge.
Budgetary impact:


This is a replacement of an existing course that is being deleted at the same time, so there is no impact.
Course description: (50 word limit)


The course introduces students to the multi-disciplinary field of Asian Studies and provides a foundation for the further study of Asia. It surveys social, economic, and political issues and religious-philosophical influences and literary-artistic traditions of the world region. The issues discussed and range of countries examined may vary by semester. Prereq: GENED 120 OR GENED 130 OR GENED 140. (GI)

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 
3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



Tentative Syllabus
INTRODUCTION TO ASIAN STUDIES, Asian Studies 210
Professor Larry Neuman

Introduction: This course introduces you to Asian Studies, an interdisciplinary field that includes historical, cultural-anthropological, geographic, economic, sociological, political, literary, religious, and artistic perspectives.  Asia is a huge part of the planet and of humanity.  It is often divided into East Asia (e.g., China, Japan), Southeast Asia (e.g., Indonesia, Vietnam), South Asia (e.g., India, Sri Lanka), Central Asia (e.g., Mongolia, Turkistan), and West Asia (Iran, Iraq). Beyond an overview of Asian Studies as a field, we can only sample some parts of all there is to know of about Asia in one course.  This semester we will focus on two of geographic areas of Asia: Southeast Asia (Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Laos, Singapore, and Thailand), and East Asia (China, including Taiwan, Korea and Japan). These two areas are often called Pacific Asia.  To make it manageable, we can divide your learning into three levels or concentric circles. 
1. Become familiar with the entire Pacific Asia region at a very general level.

2. Learn in more depth about one of the two major Pacific Asian regions (Northeast or Southeast).

3. Focus on a few issues in one or two similar nations in one region.
Learning Objectives: 
1. Be able to explain the core principles of Asian Studies as a field

2. Demonstrate mastery of basic factual information about geography, history, and social conditions the countries and peoples of the region.

3. Demonstrate respect and understanding of the cultural heritage, traditions, customs, values, and way of life in the region.

4. Apply and refine analytic reasoning skills to compare and contrast multiple forms of cultural, social and economic diversity among and within Asian Pacific nations.

5. Identify social change and historical and current forms of international domination, cooperation, and interdependence between Asian Pacific and advanced Western nations.

6. Develop and refine oral and written communication skills by applying them to analyzing and discussing social events or features in a specific Asian society.

  

Books

TEXTBOOK RENTAL

Pacific Century: The Emergence of Modern Pacific Asia, 3rd edition. Mark Borthwick (2007).  Westview Press. 

PURCHASE

Understanding Contemporary Asia Pacific by Katherine Palmer Kaup, editor (2006). Lynne Reinner Publishers. ISBN: 978-1-58826-086-4 

Comment on the books: The Borthwick book is organized chronologically – with themes or topics interwoven into the historical account of countries across the region.  The Kaup book is mostly contemporary and thematic. The various Asian countries are discussed within each theme.  Thus, neither book gives you a country-specific view. Both place each country in a context of broader themes and events of the entire world region across the past 2-3 centuries. Most attention is to the past 25 years and what makes this the most dynamic world region of the 21st century. 

Other Instructional Materials
In addition to reading the two books, there will be readings in D2L, video clips and powerpoint slide presentations for each part of the course.

OFFICE HOURS
My office is 409 White Salisbury Hall.  The phone number is 472-1093 with an answering machine attached.  My e-mail address is neumanl@uww.edu  I check e-mail twice a day and it is the best way to contact me.  You can also leave messages for me in my mailbox in White 428 or call the Sociology Department at 472-1133. Office Hours: Tue, Wed & Thurs 12:30-2:30 pm.You can make an appointment with me using the following web site: https://wiki.uww.edu/facstaff/neumanl/index.php/Main_Page
ATTENDANCE

Attendance at all classes is expected and you are expected to participate regularly in the discussion. Contact me by e-mail in advance if you will miss a class.  Attendance and discussion are 15% of the course grade.  Absences will be excused only for documented serious reasons (e.g., illness, family emergency) not for student convenience (e.g., early vacation, sleep late).
Grading

Final course grades are based on the % of total course points according to the list below.

A  = 92.0% to 100%

A- = 90.0 to 91.99%

B+  = 88.0 to 89.99%

B =  82.00 to 87.99%;

B- = 80.0 to 81.99%

C+ = 78.0 to 79.99%

C =  72.00 to 77.99%

C- = 70.00 to 71.99%

D+ = 68.0 to 69.99%

D =  62.00 to 67.99%

D- = 60.0 to 61.99

F =  59.99% and below

	Area
	Points
	Percentage

	Attendance and Discussion 
	60
	15%

	Quizzes (10)
	100
	25%

	EXAMS (2)
	200
	50%

	Short Paper
	40
	10%

	TOTAL
	400
	100%


2 Exams (100 points each)

The two exams will be multiple choice/matching/fill-in.  The emphasis will be on general information about Pacific Asia from readings, lecture and videos.   
10 Quizzes (10 points each)

There are ten short quizzes on course materials.  These may include geographic questions, questions on lectures, D2L or book readings or videos and so forth. Questions will be multiple choice/matching
Short Paper (40 points)
Each student must write a paper on a specific aspect of an Pacific Asian country.  You can pick one country, or compare one issue in 2-3 countries.  The main part of the report should be written (typed, double-spaced), but can be supplemented with photos, maps, etc.  The paper should be 5-7 pages long depending on the amount of supplemental material (fewer pages if there is a lot of supplemental material).  Thus, a report that is entirely written without few supplements should be close to 5 pages long. A report that has a lot of photos and maps might be 7 pages long.  

Topics: You must get prior approval for your topic. Examples of topics: child rearing in Thailand, schooling in South Korea, the East Timor conflict in Indonesia, Islamic politics in Malaysia, migration and urban growth in China (PRC), or  the  role of women in Japan.
Sources: Your sources can be course materials (readings, videos, power points, etc.) PLUS you must have a minimum of 5 outside sources. No more than 3 of the outside sources can be web sites (i.e. at least 2 must be print articles or book chapters). Give citations for all outside sources that you use (author, title, publication date for print materials; URL plus download date for web sites). 

Rules and Regulations

 UW-Whitewater Statement

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive, and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination, and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the "Rights and Responsibilities" section of the Undergraduate bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the "Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 14); and the "Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17).

UW SYSTEM STANDARD FOR WORK PER UNIT:

The UW System standard for work per unit (credit) is that the students are expected to invest at least 3 hours of combined in-class and out-of class work per week for each academic unit (credit) of coursework; thus, a 3-credit course will typically require a minimum of 9 hours of work per week (144 hours/semester).  This includes online courses.

OUTLINE OF TOPICS (only Part 1 given in detail here)

PART I. Introduction and Overview 

Week 1


Topic: Introduction to Course, Asia and Asian Studies

Readings: 

Chapter 1, Pacific Century (pages 1-8)


Readings: D2L: The Concept of Asia from Birch et al Asia

Reference: “Asia Redux: Conceptualizing a Region for Our Times” Journal of Asian Studies (2010)

Activities: Look at the map exercise, identify countries,  d Discuss: “What is Asia” in a short reaction/essay.

Week 2


Topic: Geography & Facts about the Asia Pacific Region


Readings: 
Chapter 2 in Understanding Pacific Asia, A Geographic Preface, pages 9-31
D2L Readings:(1) Why Western Europe and Not East Asia? 

(2) The Physical and Ethnic Geography of East and Southeast Asia

 View Video Clip: Pacific Century, part 1
Week 3


Topic: Asian Studies: Seeing East and seeing West 


Reading: Selections from Said Orientalism, Selections from  Nisbett The Geography of Thougt


References for Lecture on Asian Studies as a field,  Learning Places: The Afterlives of Area Studies by Masao Miyoshi, Harry Harootunian & Rey Chow (2002) and The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines by David L. Szanton (2004)

================================================================================
	Week
	Topic
	Pacific Century
	Understanding Pacific Asia

	Part 1: Introduction & Overview
	

	1
	What is Asia
	Intro.
	None

	2*
	Geographic
	None
	2

	3*
	Asian Studies
	None
	1

	Part 2: Pre-1900 History & Cultural Influences
	

	4
	Early History
	1
	3

	5*
	Western Contact & Asian Beliefs
	2
	12

	6*
	Brief Overview of Art & Literature
	None
	13

	7*
	Meiji Japan & Nationalism
	3 & 4
	None

	8
	Midterm

	Part 3: 20th Century Changes
	

	9*
	Pacific War & Postwar Asian Politics
	8
	4

	10*
	Postwar Asian Economic Miracle
	6, 7
	5

	11*
	China: Empire to Market Socialism
	10
	None

	12*
	Vietnam War & Indonesian Revolt
	11
	6

	`Part 4: Contemporary Issues

	13*
	Racial-Ethnic Minorities & Gender Issues in Asia
	None
	10 & 11

	14
	Asian  Regionalism & Dynamics
	13
	8, 9 

	15
	“Soft Power” & Asian Popular Culture
	None
	None

	16
	FINAL EXAM
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