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Subject Area - Course Number:
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Sponsor(s):  
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Department(s):
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NA 
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Prerequisites:
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Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)

Course justification: This course focuses on an important historical movement in philosophy that still affects the philosophical and public climates today.  No other course offered at UW-Whitewater commits such concerted attention to Existentialism.  The goal is not only to take an in-depth look at many Existentialist thinkers, but also to apply their insights to our own Existential self-understandings.  Calvert-Minor successfully taught this course at UW-Whitewater (Fall 2010) as a PHI 496 Special Studies course.
Relationship to program assessment objectives: By enabling students to identify and differentiate between significant Existentialist thinkers of the 19th and 20th centuries, understand the intellectual and historical relationships between these thinkers, critically engage Existentialist work in epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, and social philosophy, interpret and discuss arguments and theories, and encourage self-application of Existentialist concepts, differentiate between major figures in philosophy (SMc); this course contributes to the following subject matter (SM), cognitive development (CD), and skills objectives (SK) of the philosophy program assessment program: identify major fields in philosophy (SMa); critically appraise philosophical arguments and theories (CDa&b); apply basic methods and techniques of reasoning and argumentation (SKa); develop philosophical arguments (SKb); and analyze philosophical texts (SKc).  Class discussion, papers, and essay exams will also enable students to arrive at their own informed position on philosophical issues (CDa/SKb) and to write philosophically (SKd).
Relationship to the Goals of General Education: By having students read, discuss, and critically analyze, in oral and written modalities, primary texts by major 19th and 20th century Existentialist philosophers in the areas of epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, and social philosophy, by having students understand the historic relations between these philosophers and their subsequent history of influence, and by moving students to arrive at informed views concerning this material, this course will enhance students’ abilities: “to think critically and analytically integrate and synthesize knowledge, and draw conclusions from complex information” (Goal 1); “to make sound ethical judgments based on the development of a personal value system, on an understanding of shared cultural heritage, and knowledge of past success, failures, and consequences of individual roles and societal choice” (Goal 2); “to acquire a base of knowledge common to educated persons and the capacity to expand that basis over their lifetimes” (Goal 4); “to communicate effectively in written, oral, and symbolic form” (Goal 5); and “to develop skills necessary for analysis and problem solving’ (Goal 8).

Relationship to the Core Courses: Materials from this course will enhance students’ studies from many of the core courses.  This course will enhance students’ studies in: GENED 110 (World of the Arts) by relating their Existential situations through some form of artistic expression; GENED 130 (Individual and Society) by critically assessing the nature of the self from multiple Existentialist perspectives; GENED 120/140 (Historical or Global Perspectives) by situating the nature and function of the self in society and history; and GENED 390 (World of Ideas) by providing the critical thinking tools necessary to evaluate the variety of ideas and thinkers presented in the course.
Budgetary impact: Almost nothing.  The class will not require additional staffing as it will be another course in the class rotation, being offered every other fall semester as part of load.  The library holdings supporting this class are adequate, and the department’s library allocations budget will be more than sufficient for minor supplements to current library holdings.



Course description: Existentialism is the philosophy of the individual – the existing, concrete individual.  It started as a reaction against the totalitizing systems of German Idealism that left the individual as a small cog in the grand wheel of history.  Since then, Existentialism has grown in stature through the likes of Heidegger, Sartre, Beauvoir, and Camus.  They tackle questions about what it means to be an individual and the struggle of living in freedom.  We will take a close look at the philosophies of Kierkegaard, Heidegger, and many of the French Existentialists.
Course objectives and tentative course syllabus: See attached syllabus.
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