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Authors Introduction
“Every young person in America deserves a world-class education, we’ve got an obligation to
give it to them.” President Obama (2009).
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater states that its mission is “to create and maintain a
positive and inviting environment for multicultural students, students with disabilities, and
nontraditional students, and provide support services and programs for them.” This resource
guide serves as a tool for Undocumented Students and their families, as well as faculty, staff, and
students at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater to use to work towards creating a positive
and inviting atmosphere that supports our Undocumented Students. All students who attend the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater deserve a world-class education, and we hope this resource
guide is a step in the right direction to providing one for our Undocumented Students.
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Glossary of terms
Undocumented person - a person who is present in the United States without the permission of
the U.S. government. Undocumented persons enter the U.S. without inspection, or by using false
documents; or legally, with a temporary visa, and then remain in the U.S. beyond the expiration
date of the visa. Currently there are over 1.8 million children under the age of 18 who reside in
the United States who are undocumented. The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families
estimates that there are approximately 100,000 undocumented individuals, and nearly 10,000
undocumented youth under the age of 18 in Wisconsin. Approximately 7% of undocumented
high school graduates nationally enroll in higher education (College Advocacy Board, 2012).
Research conducted by the Immigration Policy Center has found that most college-bound
undocumented youth:






Lived in the United States for most of their lives.
Speak English
Were brought to the United States by their families at a young age.
Have attended the majority of their K-12 schooling experiences in the United States.
Currently do not have a clear path to citizenship or legal resident status in the United
States under current immigration policy.

DACA – Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals. Those who can prove through verifiable
documentation that they meet the criteria will be eligible to receive deferred action, on a
discretionary, case-by-case basis, for a period of two years, subject to renewal, and will be
eligible to apply for work authorization. In order to be eligible to apply, applicants for DACA
must meet all of the following criteria:









Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012;
Came to the United States before reaching their 16th birthday;
Have continuously resided in the United States since June 15, 2007, up to the present
time;
Were physically present in the United States on June 15, 2012, and at the time of making
their request for consideration of deferred action with US Customs and Immigration
Services (USCIS);
Entered without inspection before June 15, 2012, or their lawful immigration status
expired as of June 15, 2012;
Are currently in school, have graduated or obtained a certificate of completion from high
school, have obtained a general education development (GED) certificate, or are an
honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the United States;
Have not been convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor, three or more other
misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to national security or public safety;
Are at least 15 years of age at the time of filing for deferred action (they do not need to be
15 years of age or older at the time of filing your request if they are in removal
proceedings, have a final removal order, or have a voluntary departure order) .
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DREAM Act – The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors is a legislative
proposal for a multi-phase process for undocumented immigrants in the United States that would
first grant conditional residency and upon meeting further qualifications, permanent residency.
The bipartisan bill was first introduced in the Senate on August 1, 2001, and has since been
reintroduced several times but has failed to pass.
Advance parole – permission for certain persons who do not have a valid immigrant visa to reenter the United States after traveling abroad. This includes those who have applied to adjust
their status to that of permanent resident or change non-immigrant status, e.g., per DACA.
Advance parole must be approved before the individual leaves the United States, or any
residency application will in general be denied.
Asylee – a person who has already entered the United States and who fears persecution if sent
back to his or her country, may apply for asylum here. An asylum applicant must prove that he or
she has a "well-founded fear of persecution" on the basis of at least one of five specificallyenumerated and internationally recognized grounds: race, religion, membership of a social group,
political opinion, or national origin. An asylee may apply to become a legal permanent resident
after one year.
Deportation – the formal removal of an individual from the US when they have been found
removable for violating the immigration laws.
Naturalization – the process by which eligible legal immigrants become U.S. citizens. The
process requires that immigrants live in the US for a certain number of years, learn English,
study US history and government, show that they are of "good moral character" and have not
committed serious crimes and, finally, swear allegiance to the United States.
Legal permanent resident – the immigration status of a person authorized to live and work in
the US permanently. Also known as Permanent Resident Alien, Resident Alien Permit Holder,
and more informally, Green Card Holder.
Refugee - a person outside of the United States who seeks protection on the grounds that he or
she fears persecution in their homeland. To obtain refugee status, a person must prove that they
have a "well-founded fear of persecution" on the basis of at least one of five specificallyenumerated and internationally recognized grounds: race, religion, membership of a social group,
political opinion, or national origin. A refugee may apply to become a legal permanent resident
after one year.
Visa – a conditional authorization to enter and temporarily remain within the US. Visas include
limits on the duration of the stay. Many undocumented immigrants came to the US with a
temporary visa, and then remained in the U.S. beyond the expiration date of the visa.
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Wisconsin State Policy
IN-STATE TUITION POLICY
In the State of Wisconsin, qualified undocumented students were eligible for in-state tuition from
2009 to 2011, although AB 40 revoked eligibility in 2011. Undocumented students are now
charged out-of-state tuition rates at Wisconsin public colleges and universities.
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY







AB 929 was introduced in February 2016 and has been referred to the Committee on
Colleges and Universities. If passed, the bill will allow undocumented students who have
graduated from a Wisconsin high school or received an equivalent degree, lived in the
state for at least 3 years prior to high school graduation and enroll in a University of
Wisconsin system institution or Wisconsin technical school to qualify for in-state tuition
rates, but failed to pass in April 2016.
AB 785, introduced in February 2014, would have extended in-state tuition to qualified
undocumented students but failed to pass.
AB 40, passed in 2011, revoked eligibility for in-state tuition.
AB 75, approved in 2009, extended in-state tuition eligibility to undocumented students
meeting certain criteria.
AB 95, introduced in 2003, would have extended in-state tuition eligibility to
undocumented students, but failed to pass.

OTHER RELEVANT POLICIES




A bipartisan bill giving undocumented immigrants driver’s card eligibility was
introduced in February 2014, but failed to pass.
Representative Don Pridemore introduced a bill, similar to AB 173 in Arizona, but it
failed to pass.
In 2010, the city of Madison passed a resolution supporting immigration reform and
limiting local police involvement in federal immigration law enforcement.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
As of September 5, 2017, President Donald Trump ended the DACA program. Current DACA
holders must apply for renewal by October 5, 2017. No new applications are being taken.
Congress has been given six months to make DACA law or the President will reconsider his
decision.

Source: http://uleadnet.org/map/wisconsin-policy
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Financing Your Education
*Adapted from the, Resource Guide: Supporting Undocumented Youth, from the U.S.
Department of Education
*This is not a complete list. Students are encouraged to research other available scholarships.

National Scholarships Available to Undocumented Students
Great Minds in STEM Scholarship
http://www.greatmindsinstem.org/college/scholarship-application-information
Digital Marketing Scholarship
“10x digital awards a $1,000 scholarship each year to one talented student who is majoring in a
field related to digital marketing. This money may be used to pay for tuition, books, or living
expenses.”
https://www.10xdigitalinc.com/digital-marketing-scholarship/
Soros Fellowship Program for New Americans: Open to Undocumented Graduate Students
with DACA
“The Paul and Daisy Soros Fellowship for New Americans provides up to $90,000 in support
toward living expenses and tuition over two years. Students pursuing any graduate degree,
discipline, or profession at any graduate school in the country may apply. Undergraduates on
track to earn their undergraduate degree by June 2017 and first- or second-year graduate students
are eligible to apply.”
http://scholarships.dreamersroadmap.com/scholarship/soros-fellowship-program-for-newamericans-open-to
Signet Classic Scholarship Essay Contest
“With an unbeatable lineup of over 300 of the greatest literary works the world has ever known,
Signet Classics is the publisher that students, education professionals and the public turn to more
than any other. Now, we are proud to host our twentieth annual Signet Classics Student
Scholarship Essay Contest, in which five high school juniors or seniors can each win a $1,000
scholarship award to be used toward their higher education plus a Signet Classics library for their
school! Essays must be submitted by a high school English teacher on behalf of students who
write an essay on one of five topics for this year’s competition book, Little Women.”
http://scholarships.dreamersroadmap.com/scholarship/signet-classic-scholarship-essay-contest
Contact and Glasses Scholarship
“The scholarship is paid to the school of the selected recipient(s) in a one-time amount of
$1,000.00 U.S. Dollars. All eligible participants must be a currently enrolled full-time college
freshman, sophomore, or junior.”
http://scholarships.dreamersroadmap.com/scholarship/replacemycontactscom-scholarship
Last Updated 9/18/2017
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Ted Rollins ECO Scholarship
“Ted Rollins and TXG Capital award a $1,000 scholarship twice each year to one talented
student who is majoring in a field related to sustainability. This money may be used to pay for
tuition, books or living expenses.”
http://www.tedrollinsecoscholars.com/apply-now/
Migrant Farmworker Baccalaureate Scholarship
“The purpose of this scholarship is to provide financial support to a deserving student with a
history of migrating for employment in agriculture who has successfully completed one year of
college. This support will cover expenses beyond what the youth is entitled to in federal/state and
other scholarship assistance. This scholarship is designed to assist the youth in obtaining a
baccalaureate degree without being encumbered with substantial debt.”
http://migrant.net/migrant/scholarships/mfb.htm
Gloria Mattera National Migrant Scholarship Fund
“The purpose of the Gloria Mattera National Migrant Scholarship Fund is to assist financially
those migrant youth who have the potential and the desire to further their education to achieve
their personal and career goals. Eligible applicants must be entering or enrolled in college or
other types of post-secondary programs, high school dropouts or potential dropouts. The
Scholarship fund gives migrant youth across the country a chance to make choices regarding
their careers and futures through grants in the amount of up to $250.”
http://migrant.net/migrant/scholarships/mattera.htm
Frank Kazmierczak Memorial Migrant Scholarship
“The purpose of this scholarship is to serve as a living tribute to Frank Kazmierczak, a long time
migrant educator, by offering an annual award in the amount of $1,000 for post-secondary
scholarship assistance to a migrant student who wishes to pursue a career in teaching.”
Candidates will be screened by a selection committee on the basis of the following criteria:
Child of a migrant worker or a migrant worker (priority will be given to those with
mobility in the last 3 years)
Teaching as a career goal
Scholastic achievement
Financial need

http://migrant.net/migrant/scholarships/kazmierczak.htm

Last Updated 9/18/2017

8

Berrien Fragos Thorn Arts Scholarships for Migrant Farmworkers
“Funded by a bequest from Berrien Fragos Thorn, creative arts scholarships have been initiated
in order to foster and encourage the creative talents of individuals with a history of migration to
obtain work in agriculture. Eligible applicants must demonstrate an interest in pursuing further
development of their talents in one of the following disciplines:”
Visual-painting, sculpture, photography, etc.
Performing-dance, theatre, music, etc.
Media-film, video, animation, computer graphics, etc.
Literary-poetry, short stories, etc.
Crafts-traditional folk arts, furniture, weaving, pottery, etc.

http://migrant.net/migrant/scholarships/thorn.htm
Golden Door Scholars
“Golden Door Scholars provides scholarships for DACA students and scholarships for
undocumented students. Students may be high school seniors or recent graduates.
Preference will be given to high school graduates from states that require undocumented students
to pay out-of-state tuition.”
http://www.goldendoorscholars.org/
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
“The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation’s scholarship programs are designed to encourage and
support outstanding students who work hard and have financial need. Our scholarships provide
financial assistance and academic support to high school, undergraduate, and graduate students.”
http://www.jkcf.org/scholarship-programs/
LUPE Fund, Inc.
“LUPE Young Latina Leadership Scholarships are awarded to distinguished young women who
are rising leaders within their communities. The Zulima V. Farber Leadership Scholarship and
the Gilda Morales Scholarship are each given to exceptional students for proven leadership in her
community and outstanding academic performance.”
http://www.lupenj.org/
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Public Relations Student Society of America Scholarships
“Annually PRSSA and the PRSA Foundation offer many individual scholarships to help enhance
your education. Whether through your academic achievement, diversity, professional ambition or
desire to attend a National event, PRSSA provides the recognition and funding you’ve earned.
Click on the links below to view the full application for each award, and consult the PRSSA
Scholarships and Awards Qualifying Chart to determine which one you qualify for. Print out
the 2016-2017 Scholarship & Awards deadline page to always be reminded when applications
are due.”
http://prssa.prsa.org/scholarships_competitions/individual/
Achieving Dreams Scholarship
“To improve services for immigrants and refugees by providing community education, raising
awareness about barriers to equal community participation, and sharing information along
service providers and with the community at-large through a network of nonprofit
organizations.”
http://www.mnclex.org/
Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers Scholarships
“The Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) was founded in Los Angeles,
California, in 1974 by a group of engineers employed by the city of Los Angeles. Their objective
was to form a national organization of professional engineers to serve as role models in the
Hispanic community.
The concept of Networking was the key basis for the organization. SHPE quickly established
two student chapters to begin the network that would grow to encompass the nation as well as
reach countries outside the United States. Today, SHPE enjoys a strong but independent network
of professional and student chapters throughout the nation.”
http://shpe.org/scholarships
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UW-Whitewater Scholarships
Martha V. Ortiz Scholarship
Qualifications
1. Full-time undergraduate student at UW-Whitewater with a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.
2. Enrolled at UW-Whitewater and a participant of Latino Student Programs (LSP).
3. Scholarship should be used to recruit and retain low-income/first-generation students who
have encountered language barriers in the course of their K-12 experience.
4. Contact Latino Student Programs to apply.

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater specific scholarships can be found at;
https://wins.uww.edu/psc/DAPRD/EMPLOYEE/ZWTW/c/UWW_AL_PUBLIC.ZAL_SCH_SE
ARCH.GBL?PAGE=ZAL_SCH_SEARCH&
*some UWW scholarships ask for a SSN and are not available for Undocumented Students
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University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Resources
Resources provided at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater are available to all students,
regardless of citizenship status. *Identified allies for Undocumented Students from various
offices are identified below the description, where their contact information is provided.

Dream Scholars and Colleagues – Founded in 2012, Dream Scholars and Colleagues is an
officially recognized campus student organization made up of undocumented students and allies.
DSC fundraises to support the Whitewater Dream Fund and provides educational programs and
opportunities regarding tuition equity and DACA to the campus and broader communities
through classroom presentations and various campus events. The “colleagues” are a great source
of moral support for the dream scholars themselves. Dreams Scholars and Colleagues can be
contacted at dsc@uww.edu

Multicultural Affairs and Student Success – provides pre-college initiatives, remedial courses
in math and academic survival skills, and support in the Tutorial Center. A number of
multicultural and first-generation college students rely upon program services/advising to
monitor their academic progression from semester to semester. A significant number of the high
achieving students look for support and guidance in undergraduate research, internships and
enrollment in graduate study. http://www.uww.edu/acadsupport
*Ramon Ortiz, Director: ortizr@uww.edu, (262) 472-4985

Latino Student Programs (LSP) – provides academic and personal counseling, cultural and
educational programming, and general assistance in adapting to life at the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater directed towards Latino students. LSP is a clearinghouse for Latino
concerns offering retention activities and long-term planning for students in preparation for
graduate school and/or job placement.
For more information: http://www.uww.edu/acadsupport/initiatives/lsp
*Soledad Gonzalez, Graduate Coordinator: gonzalezs17@uww.edu, (262) 472-1913

Latinos Unidos – a campus student organization that assists Latinos in uniting to recognize
Latino heritage and work together as one. LU offers assistance and inspiration to help UW-W
Latinos with their educational goals, and promotes interest and appreciation of the history and
the valuable contributions of Latino cultures.
For more information, contact: LU@uww.edu

Multicultural Business Program – MBP is a specialized support program and a cooperative
effort between the College of Business & Economics, campus Academic Support Programs, and
industry. Opportunities to participate in monthly student seminars as well as training and
development sessions featuring minority business executives and business faculty is an integral
part of the MBP concept.
For more information, contact: Han Ngo, Academic Counselor ngoh@uww.edu; Kathy Mlinar,
Department Assistant mlinark@uww.edu; (262) 472-4900
Last Updated 9/18/2017
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Whitewater Dream Fund – a private, non-competitive scholarship for undocumented students.
The Dream Fund pays up to 100 percent of the tuition inequity faced by these individuals
beginning in the second semester of the freshman year.
*Contact Dr. Anne Stinson (stinsona@uww.edu) for more information. Additional information
provided under, Whitewater Dream Fund History.

University Health and Counseling Services (UHCS) – UHSC provides services to all enrolled
UW-Whitewater students. All students, including undocumented students can access the
services available at UHCS. UHCS provides the following services: treatment for illnesses &
minor injuries, including laboratory tests and medications; immunizations; contraceptives,
annual well women examinations; STI testing; massage therapy; individualized smoking
cessation sessions; physicals; travel medicine, allergy injections; add additional services. Office
Hours are Monday-Friday from 8:00-4:30, please call (262) 472-1300 for more information or to
schedule an appointment.

Winther Counseling Lab—The Winther Counseling Lab offers free confidential counseling and
is open to students and the public, including: children, adolescents, adults, couples, and families
(no information is requested related to status in the United States). The counseling lab is staffed
by UW-Whitewater graduate students working towards their mater of science in Counseling.
Supervision is provided by faculty of the Counselor Education program. The Winther
Counseling Lab is open Monday-Thursday from 9:00am-7:00pm during the academic school
year.

Admissions—Admissions Office identifies, recruits, admits and enrolls talented and prepared
undergraduate student to the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. These initiatiives are
achieved in accordance with the UW-Whitewater Select Mission and core values. The
Admissions Office is further committed to making admit decisions using a holistic, fair and
timely review of every applicant’s credentials.
*Dulce Maria Danel, Admissions Counselor: Danelurd@uww.edu
*Britta Svoboda, Admissions Counselor: svobodabl28@uww.edu

Financial Aid Office— For assistance with applying to University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
specific scholarships, contact the financial aid office at UWWFAO@uww.edu or (262) 472-1130
Academic Advising and Academic Exploration Center— Advisors are here to help students
succeed, but advising is most effective when it is viewed as an on-going process in which
students and advisors work as partners. Ultimately, students have the responsibility for their own
educational plans and for monitoring all requirements for graduation, but they are encouraged to
take advantage of the many resources available on campus - including the various advising
services.
Contact at advising@uww.edu or (262) 472-5220
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The Whitewater Dream Fund History
Background
In 2009, Governor Doyle introduced legislature to provide for “nonresident tuition
exemptions for certain undocumented persons.” Any citizen of a country other than the United
States of America residing in Wisconsin and meeting the following criteria would be entitled to
instate tuition at any state institution of higher education:
“(a) the person graduated from a Wisconsin high school or received a high school
graduation equivalency declaration from this state; (b) the person was continuously
present in this state for at least three years following the first day of attending a
Wisconsin high school or immediately preceding the receipt of a declaration of
equivalency of high school graduation; and (c) the person enrolls in a technical college or
a UW System institution and provides the college or institution with an affidavit that the
person has filed or will file an application for a permanent resident visa with the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services as soon as the person is eligible to do so” (2008,
Nonresident Tuition Exemptions for Certain Undocumented Persons).
In 2011, Governor Walker, instituted legislation to repeal the instate tuition provision.
Refuting Governor Doyle’s position that charging instate tuition to undocumented youth would
have little effect on UW-System budgeting, Walker’s position was, and remains, that accepting
undocumented students into UW-System schools places an unfair financial burden on Wisconsin
taxpayers. Furthermore, Walker and other state legislators hold the position that accepting
noncitizen residents to our tier one institutions prevents legal citizens from consideration at those
institutions. .
The Whitewater Dream Fund, a private scholarship for undocumented students attending
UW-Whitewater, resulted from those first and subsequent discussions. It was the initial hope that
the group would work through UW-W Foundation, but because undocumented youth are not a
“protected class,” the Foundation could not guarantee that the scholarship would be awarded to
an undocumented student. Community of Christ Servant Church now administers the Whitewater
Dream Fund.
In the first year of its existence, the Whitewater Dream fund provided assistance to three
“dream scholars.” Two of those students dropped out after the 2011-2012 academic year citing
insurmountable financial difficulties. Beginning with the 2012-2013 academic year, after
establishing the organization as a legitimate entity, the Whitewater Dream fund has fully funded
or nearly fully funded the tuition inequity of $7,500 ($8,000 in the most current budget) for two
students each semester.
The Whitewater Dream Fund is a non-competitive scholarship open to all undocumented
youth attending UW-Whitewater full-time and maintaining a GPA of at least 2.75. One hundred
percent of the funds collected each semester are distributed evenly among current dream scholar
applicants. The first dream scholar graduated in December 2015 with a degree in elementary
bilingual education and, due to her DACA status, is employed as a K-12 educator in Wisconsin.
Last Updated 9/18/2017
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Helpful Websites
American Immigration Council: The American Immigration Council was founded in 1987
with the mission of strengthening American by honoring its immigration history. The American
Immigration Council websites maintains up to date information on immigration policy and
provides research that demonstrates the economic and social benefits of Immigration.
Link: https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/

Own the Dream: This website provides information on DACA eligibility and criteria. This
organizations works with partners to provide assistance to individuals eligible to apply for
DACA.
Link: https://www.weownthedream.org/#

Inside Higher Ed Article: This articles presents survey research on the role of stress and
pressure undocumented students may face as a result of their legal status:
Link: https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/01/26/study-finds-undocumented-collegesstudents-face-unique-challenges

The College Board- For Undocumented Students: This website contains information related
to applying to college and seeking financial assistance for college for undocumented students.
Link: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/for-undocumented-students

Rock Valley College Website for Undocumented Students: This websites provides resources
to potential and currently enrolled undocumented students at Rock Valley College in Illinois.
The institution website also contains link to resources and information for undocumented
students (including state specific guidelines and resources). By including a webpage focusing on
the support of undocumented students they are sending the message that this is a student
population that may be supported when they enroll.
Link:
https://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/StudentServices/InterculturalStudentServices/Undocumented
Students.cfm

University of Washington Admissions website-Undocumented Students: This websites
provides resources to potential and currently enrolled undocumented students the University of
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Washington. The institution website also contains link to resources and information for
undocumented on their campus. By including a webpage focusing on the support of
undocumented students they are sending the message that this is a student population that may be
supported when they enroll.
Link: http://www.washington.edu/admissions/undocumented/campus-resources/

MyUndocumentedLife Website: The mission of My (Un)Documented Life is to provide up-todate information and resources to undocumented immigrants. The website posts scholarship
opportunities that are open to undocumented students, strategies for navigating the educational
system, information on how to apply for DACA/Advanced Parole, news on DAPA, and much
more. Most importantly, this website strives to provide a sense of community to its diverse group
of readers.
Link: https://mydocumentedlife.org/

Illinois Association for College Admissions Counseling (IACAC): IACAC has developed a
College advising guide for undocumented students, their website contains information and liks
for undocumented students interested in applying for college.
Link: https://www.iacac.org/undocumented/

DePaul Spotlife on MyUndocumentedLife: DePaul is a strong supporter of undocumented
students pursuing higher education. The article features the types of supports that they provide
to undocumented applications and students. Learn more at the link below.
Link: https://mydocumentedlife.org/2016/01/08/spotlight-on-depaul-university-resources-forundocumented-students/

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services: This website maintains information on
eligibility criteria for apply for citizenship. Forms and links to applications are available through
this website. The website is maintained by the department of homeland security.
Link: https://www.uscis.gov/

List of private colleges that accept undocumented students as domestic for tuition
purposes: https://mydocumentedlife.org/2016/09/14/colleges-that-accept-undocumentedstudents-as-domestic-students/
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