
U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H  D A Y
for  those wishing to  excel  in  scholarly  and creat ive  enterprises  outs ide of  their  c lasses

A p r i l  1 0 , 2 0 1 2

Approaches the UW-System Employ 
to Recruit Underrepresented 
Faculty and Staff
Student(s): Shaquina A. Smith
Mentor(s): Steven Guo

Centralizing Quick Response 
(QR) Codes for Enhancing Mobile 
Computing Security
Student(s): Nick W. Baldwin
Mentor(s): Li-Chung Roger Yin

Certificates of Deposit: Normal or 
Inferior Good?
Student(s): Neil Lockwood
Mentor(s): Russell Kashian

Christianity and Crime: A Study on 
Religiosity’s Impact on Crime Rates
Student(s): Kyria Smith
Mentor(s): David Welsch

Determinants of Best 
Tradeshow Practices
Student(s): Christopher D. Brooks
Mentor(s): Jeff Vanevenhoven

Determinants of Persistence in 
Cyclical Unemployment: A Brief 
Empirical Exploration
Student(s): Steven Rockwell
Mentor(s): Yamin Ahmad

Does a High Percentage of Jewish 
Adherents in a County Affect 
Income Equality?
Student(s): Taylor Warden
Mentor(s): David Welsch

Does the Gender Composition of 
Executive Boards Affect Corporate 
Profits?
Student(s): Jaeger Nelson
Mentor(s): David Welsch

Impact of Study Abroad 
Experiences on Students at a 
Four-Year Public University
Student(s): Milliam Lor
Mentor(s): Roger Yin

Looking Long-Term: Using 
Linear Programming Models to 
Explicate Socially Responsible 
Decision-Making
Student(s): Michael Caruso
Mentor(s): William Dougan

Minnesota’s Open Enrollment 
Programs Effect on Student 
Performance
Student(s): Michael Babington
Mentor(s): David Welsch

Pearson Marketing Campaign. 
Yes! Really!
Student(s): Brian Madson, Cortni Brader, Megan Theune, Laura 
Gariepy, Jake Struck
Mentor(s): Carol Scovotti, Pavan Chennamaneni, Jimmy Peltier

SharePoint 2010 for Collaboration 
and Documentation Storage
Student(s): Matthew K. Granum
Mentor(s): Christina Outlay

The Effects of Casinos on 
Wisconsin Communities
Student(s): Mitchell Klink
Mentor(s): David Welsch

The Effects of Taverns and Liquor 
Licenses on Traffic Safety
Student(s): Margo Lang
Mentor(s): David Welsch

The Pathway to Economic Stability 
for Hmong College Students
Student(s): Melissa Vue
Mentor(s): Steven Guo

Universal Healthcare 
Coverage Unable to Survive in 
the United States
Student(s): Megan Stevens
Mentor(s): Jerry Gosenpud

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
African American and Caucasian 
Mothers: A Bi-Racial Dilemma
Student(s): Bridgette C. Jordan
Mentor(s): Richard Mason

An Introspective Study of 
the Occupational Safety 
Profession through a 
Critical Literature Review
Student(s): Sarah A. Neudeck, Max R. Hey, Matthew F. Squire
Mentor(s): Todd W. Loushine)

Digital Natives Leading 
the Way for 21st 
Century Learners?
Student(s): Kelly Jones
Mentor(s): Andrea Maxworthy-O’Brien

Effects of Obesity on the 
Construction Industry
Student(s): Sampson R. Hauser
Mentor(s): Sang D. Choi

How do College Students 
Identify Themselves in the 
Globalized World?
Student(s): Hanaka Yamada
Mentor(s): Katrina Liu

Increasing Retention 
for Minority Students 
at UW-Whitewater
Student(s): Maria A. Macias
Mentor(s): Katrina Liu

Integrated Curriculum in 
Kindergarten Classrooms: 
Ideology and Practice
Student(s): Erica A. Klefstad
Mentor(s): Lucinda Heimer

Study of Musculoskeletal 
Risks of the Office-Based 
Surgeries
Student(s): James Hermanson
Mentor(s): Sang  D. Choi

What Defines the Safety 
Profession and its Practices? 
A Survey of Upper-Midwest 
Safety Professionals
Student(s): Andrew J. Griepentrog
Mentor(s): Todd W. Loushine

EDUCATIONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL STUdiESarts and communications

A Content Analysis of News 
Stories on a National Eating 
Disorder Website
Student(s): Heather Bughman
Mentor(s): Ray Baus

African American Visual 
Artist: How They Can Become 
National Figures
Student(s): Arie Montgomery
Mentor(s): Greg Porcaro

Connections between UW-
Whitewater Student Health 
Literacy Levels and Other 
Health-Related Variables
Student(s): Anne O. Servais
Mentor(s): Ray Baus

Exploring the Use of 
Commercially Manufactured 
Underglazes on Utilitarian 
Ceramic Ware
Student(s): Michael Kern
Mentor(s): Jared Janovec

Exploring the Use of 
Rare Earth Metal Oxides 
in Transparent Glazes in 
Relationship to Ceramic 
Surface Development
Student(s): Chanda L. Droske
Mentor(s): Jared Janovec

Exploring WSMA Music Festival 
Saxophone Repertoire
Student(s): Nicole Heling
Mentor(s): Matthew Sintchak

Home manufacturing 
watercolor paints
Student(s): Rachel A. Walling
Mentor(s): Gregory Porcaro

How Workplace Stress 
Affects Teachers
Student(s): Abby Schneider
Mentor(s): Ray Baus

Intergenerational Investigation 
with High School Art Students
Student(s): Alison Bailey, Kelley Morrison
Mentor(s): Teresa Faris

Japanese Contemporary Classical 
Saxophone Music
Student(s): Emily Van Veen
Mentor(s): Matthew Sintchak

La Musica Lirica: 
An Operatic Expierence
Student(s): Ryan White
Mentor(s): Brygida Bziukiewicz-Kulig

MICRO-CRYSTALLINE GROWTH IN 
CERAMIC HIGH FIRE GLAZES
Student(s): Kyle Hendrix
Mentor(s): Charles Olson

Mokumé Gane: 
Patterns Exploration
Student(s): Neta Ron
Mentor(s): Michael J. Banning

Music for Percussion and 
Electroacoustic Sound, Utilizing 
Non-Traditional Solo Instruments
Student(s): Nick Fox
Mentor(s): Jeff Herriott

The Interaction between 
Patinas and Emotions
Student(s): Beth L. Zarden-Benson
Mentor(s): Teresa Faris

The Threepenny Opera
Student(s): H. Erin Quist
Mentor(s): Jim Butchart

Visual arts in african 
american communities
Student(s): DeJuan Mason
Mentor(s): Michael Flanagan

The Voice of Autism
Student(s): Anna M. Brittnacher
Mentor(s): Barbara Grubel

“Remind Me”
Student(s): Rachel Christian
Mentor(s): Teresa Faris

Musical Participation and 
the Correlation between 
Socio-Economic Status and 
Academic Standing
Student(s): Alena Holmes
Mentor(s): Cortney C. Netzel, Gustavo Chaviano

NARRATIVES OF THE 
TRANSGENDER EXPERIENCE
Student(s): Katka L. Showers-Curtis
Mentor(s): Corey B. Davis

Northern Exposure to Dance
Student(s): Kelly Kachelski
Mentor(s): Barbara Grubel

Preparation, Practice and 
Performance of Audition Material
Student(s): Jennifer Samson, Jake Lesh, Sarah Stokes, Allison Blair, Anthony 
Stachowski, Marcus Cunningham, Aly Ruge
Mentor(s): Jim Butchart

The Choreographic 
Process through the Eyes 
of the Dancer
Student(s): Whitney Geallis, Justin Nothem, Mackenzie 
Nilsen, Emma Raymond, Brienna Schenck, Jordan 
Sterling, UW-Whitewater Dance Program Dancers
Mentor(s): Barbara Grubel

Development of Veterinary 
Surgical Teaching Models
Student(s): Katharine E. Hausmann
Mentor(s): Dean Hendrickson, Fausto Bellezzo

Market Study of Parks and 
Recreation Departments’ 
Registration Procedures
Student(s): Gregory Heal, Eli Kosanovich
Mentor(s): Choton Basu, Seth Meisel

Regional Economic 
Development Best Practices
Student(s): Micah Buggs, Alyssa Kubishak
Mentor(s): Denise Ehlen and Ryan Pingel

The Best Practices in 
Business Incubation
Student(s): Talia Schutz
Mentor(s): Denise Ehlen

The effect of Ets-1 gene 
expression on breast cancer 
sensitivity to Doxorubicin and 
Vinblastine chemotherapy
Student(s): Katharine E. Hausmann
Mentor(s): Dawn Duval, Brain Kalet

Miscellaneous



A p r i l  1 0 , 2 0 1 2

U N D E R G R A D U A T E  R E S E A R C H  D A Y
for  those wishing to  excel  in  scholarly  and creat ive  enterprises  outs ide of  their  c lasses

Commodifying culture: has 
tourist expectations homogenized 
Chinatown’s identity and 
transformed its’ culture into an 
object for consumption?
Student(s): Monica K. Wilson
Mentor(s): Jeffery Zimmerman

Comparative analysis of Permian 
gastropod faunas of the eastern 
Klamath Mountains, CA and the Pine 
Forest Range, NV
Student(s): Rhiannon J. LaVine
Mentor(s): Rex A. Hanger

Corona Plasma and 
Coating of Metals
Student(s): David Carroll
Mentor(s): Jalal Nawash

Cross Cultural Perceptions 
of Depression
Student(s): Cristal Solorzano
Mentor(s): Shen Zhang

Designing an “American Comics 
as Literature” Course
Student(s): Mark Bannon
Mentor(s): Janine Tobeck

Detection of rhythmic gene 
expression in the embryonic heart 
of Xenopus laevis
Student(s): Morgan R. Hadley)
Mentor(s): Kristen L. Curran

Determining a role for xBmal1 and 
xNocturnin in Somitogenesis of 
Xenopus laevis
Student(s): Gail B. Willadsen, Nicole M. Johnson
Mentor(s): Kristen L. Curran

Determining How a Hibernator 
(Marmota monax) Responds to 
Temperature Changes During the 
Summer Euthermic Phase
Student(s): Troy Hughes
Mentor(s): Brett Woods

DNA Binding Activity of the DAF-16/
Forkhead Domain Protein in the 
Parasitic Nematode Brugia malayi
Student(s): Peter Sackett
Mentor(s): Kirsten Crossgrove

Effects of BHA and Benzophenone 
on a Model Land Plant, 
Arabidopsis thaliana
Student(s): Marie Nider, Emmanuel Higgins
Mentor(s): Catherine Chan

Effects of high volume 
pharmaceuticals on 
Arabidopsis thaliana
Student(s): Michelle M. Storage
Mentor(s): Catherine Chan

Effects of select pharmaceutical 
and personal care products on 
Arabidopsis thaliana
Student(s): Ashley L. Redinger
Mentor(s): Catherine Chan

English and Economic Opportunities 
for Oaxacan Transnationals
Student(s): Gisela H. Sanchez-Lopez
Mentor(s): Susan Huss-Lederman

Environmental Effects on Pig DNA 
Degradation over Time
Student(s): Choua Vang
Mentor(s): Peter Killoran

Expression and Purification of 
CXCL5, the Causative Agent behind 
Sunburn’s Pain
Student(s): Emily R. Lackner
Mentor(s): Christopher T. Veldkamp

Extra-Curricular Activities 
and Their Effect on College 
Preparation
Student(s): Anthony Richardson Jr.
Mentor(s): Jolly Emrey

Fabric and Whole Rock Analyses 
Of Sheared Granitic Rock Samples 
M1002-A and M1002-B from Mountain, 
Wisconsin
Student(s): Brittany J. Saylor, J. Casey Stencil
Mentor(s): Michael A. DeVasto, Prajukti Bhattacharyya

Forensic Analysis of Hair 
Degradation and DNA Extraction 
Success In Two Soil Depths
Student(s): Anna M. Smith
Mentor(s): Kirsten Crossgrove

Genetically Modified Food and Its 
Potential Effects on Mammals
Student(s): Khava J. Ebner
Mentor(s): Eric Michael Bratsolias Brown

Heterogeneous Catalyst for 
Selective Reduction of Nitro 
Compounds in Aqueous Media
Student(s): Margaret Legan
Mentor(s): Hephzibah Kumpaty and Pravin Likhar

Historic Annual Distribution 
and Expansion of the Mountain 
Pine Beetle in Rocky Mountain 
National Park
Student(s): Kayla R. Kurtz
Mentor(s): Thomas Jeffery

Housework Contribution 
by High School Children: A 
Sociological Analysis
Student(s): Amanda L. Engen
Mentor(s): Akiko Yoshida

How Long Will I Be Counting?: 
Testing the Difference Between 
MNI and NISP Counting Methods in 
Vertebrate Paleoecology.
Student(s): Nicole Braun
Mentor(s): Rex Hanger

Inferring the evolutionary 
history of influenza type B 
through comparative analysis of 
whole proteomes
Student(s): Seth Kemmeter, Harley Pyles, Maressa Nazari
Mentor(s): Robert Kuzoff

Influence of Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Discharge on Reproduction 
and Vitellogenin Concentrations in 
Caged Fathead Minnows (Pimephales 
promelas)
Student(s): Lisa A. Griffin
Mentor(s): Elisabeth A. Harrahy

Investigating Deep 
Phylogenetic Relationships 
Among Influenza A Lineages
Student(s): Harley Pyles, Seth Kemmeter, Maressa Nazari
Mentor(s): Robert Kuzoff

Lack of a Standard: An 
Investigation of Public School 
District Bullying Policies
Student(s): Katherine A. Zeininger
Mentor(s): Jennifer Flad)

Life Experiences Impacting Hmong 
Attending Four-Year Universities
Student(s): Choua Khang
Mentor(s): Susan Huss-Lederman

Mechanistic Investigation of 
Nazarov Cyclization Reaction 
Catalyzed by Palladium(0) Complexes
Student(s): Garrett J. Francis, Alexander J. Steeno
Mentor(s): Tulay A. Atesin

Media Bias?: A Comparative Analysis 
of Possible Gender and Ideological 
Bias in America’s Most Widely-
Circulated Newspapers
Student(s): Stephanie A. Abbott
Mentor(s): Lawrence Anderson

Neighborhood Transformation 
and a New Neighborhood Typology 
for Milwaukee: A detailed spatial 
analysis of demographic and racial 
change using the 2000 and 2010 
census data
Student(s): Sara Metcalf
Mentor(s): Jeffrey Zimmerman

On Being Happy and 
Mistaken: Revisiting Forgas’ 
(1998) Mood-Bias Results
Student(s): Jessica A. Cook
Mentor(s): Dan Stalder

Oxygen Consumption Comparison 
for Hibernating Juvenile and Adult 
Marmots (Marmota monax)
Student(s): Douglas R. Lyke, Troy A. Hughes
Mentor(s): Brett Woods

Perception of Idealized 
Relationships among Young Adults
Student(s): Maryam R. Polley
Mentor(s): Akiko Yoshida

Press Reporting on U.S. Covert 
Intervention in the Middle East and 
Central America during the 1950s
Student(s): Jason S. Parry
Mentor(s): Mark Boulton

Rescue of Caenorhabditis elegans 
daf-9 with Brugia malayi DAF-9
Student(s): Robert Langenohl
Mentor(s): Kirsten Crossgrove

Sectarian Violence in Scotland’s 
“Old Firm” Soccer Rivalry and its 
Relation to International Conflict
Student(s): Jonathan S. Schaefer
Mentor(s): Mark Boulton

Simulated Wastewater Treatment 
Chlorination of Tylosin
Student(s): Caleb D. Frost
Mentor(s): Paul House

Simulated Wastewater 
Treatment of Estrone
Student(s): Paul Knebel
Mentor(s): Paul House

Simulated Wastewater 
Treatment of Roxithromycin
Student(s): Keiva Coppage
Mentor(s): Paul House

Spatial and temporal variability 
of water quality in the Whitewater 
Creek Watershed, Whitewater, WI
Student(s): Hagen Kaczmarek
Mentor(s): Dale Splinter

Spatial and Temporal Variation 
in Diversity of Pleurocerid 
Gastropoda and other Benthic 
Macroinvertebrate Fauna, 
Mukwonago River, Wisconsin
Student(s): Kristie L. Hansen
Mentor(s): Rex Hanger

Spatial and Temporal Variations 
of Volcanic Materials at Mt. Unzen, 
Kyushu, Japan
Student(s): Heather McFarlin, Rhiannon LaVine
Mentor(s): John Ejnik, Prajukti Bhattacharyya

Spectroscopy studies of  
Heterocyclic Compounds and 
their Aromaticity
Student(s): Cristina Jonsson-Hurtado
Mentor(s): Hassimi Traore

Testing D1 and D2 Dopamine Receptor 
Distribution in the Nucleus 
Accumbens and Sublenticular 
Extended Amygdala
Student(s): Kyle A. Wuthrich, Wesley R. Zwifelhofer
Mentor(s): Meg Waraczynski

Testing D1 Dopamine Receptors and 
Glutamate Combined Effects on 
Brain Stimulation Reward in the 
Extended Amygdala
Student(s): Michele M. Stoehr
Mentor(s): Meg Waraczynski

The Impact of Barbershops in 
African American Communities
Student(s): Trevon L. Tucker
Mentor(s): Holly Denning

The Impact of Comic Book Movies in 
the Past Decade
Student(s): Shia Lee
Mentor(s): Tanya Kam

The Mathematical Message of Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice Books
Student(s): Justin Brockmann
Mentor(s): Thomas Drucker

The Role of Student Organization 
in Hate Crime Reporting on College 
Campuses
Student(s): Reid Dickerson
Mentor(s): Susan Johnson

The Synthesis of Chrysin and 
Coumarin derivatives
Student(s): Natalie Huss
Mentor(s): S. Chandrasekhar, Hephzibah Kumpaty

Toxicity of a mixture of 
triclocarban and acetaminophen to 
two water fleas, Daphnia magna and 
Ceriodaphnia dubia
Student(s): Michael L. Laursen
Mentor(s): Elisabeth A. Harrahy

Whale Phylogeny as an Exportable 
Teaching Tool
Student(s): Melissa Schober, Seth Kemmeter, Vernelle Trueh
Mentor(s): Robert Kuzoff

WOODCHUCKS AND HIBERNATION
Student(s): Darrian B. Slater
Mentor(s): Brett Woods

Woodchucks and temperature 
variation during hibernation
Student(s): Rachel R. Robinson
Mentor(s): Brett Woods

LETTERS AND SCIENCES


