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STATE SOCIAL WORK ASSOCIATION SELECTS MICHAEL D. WALLACE, MSSW/LCSW FOR DISTINGUISHED SOCIAL WORKER AWARD

The Wisconsin Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW WI) has selected child welfare advocate Michael D. Wallace as its 2014 Distinguished Social Worker.

NASW WI will present this award to Mr. Wallace on Wednesday, October 22nd during the annual luncheon awards ceremony at the Country Springs Hotel in Waukesha.  

Mr. Wallace was selected for this award because of his advocacy on behalf of the children of Milwaukee County pursuing positive change at the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare (BMCW), and his work for the social work profession. 
Mr. Wallace has coordinated efforts between the Council on Social Work Education (WCSWE), NASW WI, social work professionals, the local public employee’s union, and the BMCW to resolve the current crisis.  Together, they have encouraged the state to require social work certification for Initial Assessment workers at BMCW and have offered the agency support in training, recruiting, and retaining quality social work staff there.

State Representative LaTonya Johnson wrote the following in support of Mr. Wallace’s nomination:  “Without advocates like Mike, it would be nearly impossible for elected officials like me to do our job and effectively oversee the child welfare system in Wisconsin.  Mike’s work not only guards the social work profession against hapless regulators, but in drawing attention to glaring deficiencies in the handling of child abuse and neglect complaints, I am certain he is saving children’s lives as well.”
For the last eighteen years, Mr. Wallace has taught full-time at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Department of Social Work. For the past six years he has serves as President of the Wisconsin Council on Social Work Education.
The Wisconsin Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers is the largest organization of professional social workers in Wisconsin.  It represents over 1,800 social workers.  NASW WI members are employed in a variety of settings, including public and private human service agencies, schools and colleges, mental health facilities, hospitals, nursing homes, industry and private practice.

