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A Safe Holiday Barbecue Requires a Responsible Host 

Officer Julie Walters graduated from Gateway Technical College with a degree in Criminal Justice in early 

2008.  She was hired by UW-Whitewater Police Services on November 6, 2008 as a part time Police Offi-

cer.  Ofc. Walters works special events and covers for patrol shifts when needed.  Walters has assisted with 

the UW-Whitewater Police Services Sexual Violence Awareness Class as well as our numerous other pro-

grams.  Ofc. Walters has a strong interest in traffic enforcement and drug intervention.  Ofc. Walters also 

works for Geneva Lake Law Enforcement where she is currently assigned to Water Patrol of Lake Geneva 

for the summer months.  Ofc. Walters can be reached at 262-472-4660 or email at waltersj@uww.edu.  She 

would be happy to talk with you about any comments or concerns you may have. 
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July 4th is a time where family and friends tend to gather for large barbecue's meant to catch up on life, loosen everyone's spirits and 

have fun.  But July 4th can be deadly especially when you mix alcohol with  an irresponsible host. 

 

According to AssociatedContent.com, in order to enjoy your 4th of July party, you must drink responsibly and you must also make 

sure that your guests are drinking responsibly. If you let someone leave your home after they've had one too 

many of your cocktails, you could be at fault if something happens to them or someone else. If you will be 

serving alcohol at your 4th of July party make sure to have designated drivers to drive those who will be 

drinking home or plan on having some extra sleeping space. Also for everyone's safety, do not let people who 

are drinking cook foods on the grill or light fireworks. 

 

Often overlooked, you should keep a suitable supply of non-alcoholic beverages on hand for anyone who may 

be driving or simply does not wish to drink. This can be anything from non-alcoholic cocktails or beer, water, 

soda, coffee, juice, etc. However, we all know that the flavor of a cocktail or punch is something of much 

desire. Your non-drinking guests will certainly appreciate the non-alcoholic beverages. 

 

As the evening goes on and the tables are cleared of your famous marinated grilled brats and Grandma’s po-

tato salad, but the cocktails continue to get more potent, remember some snacks.  It does not have to be anything earth shattering, just 

a refill on the chips and dip would be fine.  If your guests continue to drink without that food in their stomachs, the alcohol will 

travel to their blood streams more quickly and could have a very different effect than it was when the burgers and brats were plenti-

ful. 

Remember, whenever alcohol is involved at any party, the key word is "safety". Ensuring your guests have a fabulous time while at 

the same time keeping them drinking responsibly may be a handful of work, but when your party is deemed a success, and everyone 

arrives home safely, you will be thankful you followed these simple suggestions. 

Don’t lose your freedom this 4th of July holiday due to a being an irresponsible host.   

 

Click on emblem for more information. 

You can help make “Zero in Wisconsin” a reality.  Don’t speed, 
always buckle up, never drive while impaired, and eliminate all 

distractions.  Zero traffic deaths in Wisconsin. 

“A vision we can all live with.” 

July, 2009 

Harassment Investigation -  

Misuse of Telephone Services - 0 

Public Urination - 1 

Resisting Police - 1 

Solicitation Complaints - 2 

Suspicious Circumstance - 10 

Theft Investigations - 8 

Traffic Accident Reports - 2 

Traffic Citations - 38 

Underage Alcohol Consumption– 25 

Trespassing - 0 

Vandalism - 0 

UW-Whitewater Police Services May, 2009 activity log. 

Activated Fire/Burglar Alarm - 18 

Animal Complaints - 1 

Assault - 0 

Assist Citizen - 42 

Assist Other Agency - 5  

Assist Whitewater Rescue - 3 

Battery Investigations - 0 

Building Checks - 969 

Burglary - 1 

Check Person Welfare - 7 

Criminal Damage to Property - 5 

Disorderly Conduct - 3 

Drug Investigation/Arrest - 7 

 Are Fireworks Legal in Wisconsin? 

 

The state of Wisconsin allows the sale, possession and use, without a per-

mit, of sparklers, stationary cones and fountains, toy snakes, smoke bombs, 
and caps, noisemakers and confetti poppers with less than 1/4 of a grain of 

explosive mixture.  There is no age restriction on sale, possession or use of 

these devices and the state statute does not classify them as fireworks.  

These are the only kinds of “fireworks” as that word is commonly used, 

that a person may use or possess without a permit. 
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http://www.uww.edu/adminaffairs/police/
http://www.associatedcontent.com/theme/301/alcohol.html
http://www.associatedcontent.com/topic/26625/cocktails.html
http://www.associatedcontent.com/theme/301/alcohol.html
http://www.zeroinwisconsin.gov/media/WMV Small/10 Stories-One Vision.wmv
http://www.stopimpaireddriving.org/planners/July4th09/posters/prints.html

