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This document is intended to provide useful information for students and their education advisor with important information regarding the Praxis II Content Test.

PART ONE:  General information on preparing for the Praxis II Content Test

PART TWO:  Preparing to re-take the Praxis II Content Test after having failed it

PART THREE:  Options for students who have not passed the Praxis II Content Test

PART ONE
General information on preparing for the Praxis II Content Test

1.
The Praxis II Content Test is developed by Educational Testing Services (ETS).  The website for ETS is http://www.ets.org.  Unlike the Praxis I / PPST test, the Praxis II test is NOT available in a computer-based format.
2.
Be sure that you know the correct Praxis II test for your major and, if applicable, for your minor.  The Praxis II test for your major is indicated on your Application for Admission to Professional Education.  For information about whether or not you need to pass a Praxis II test for your minor see your education advisor.

3.
Be sure you know the Praxis II deadline for your projected student teaching semester and for test registration.  Evidence that you have passed the correct Praxis II test for your major is a requirement for student teaching, graduate practicum, or graduate inservice practicum.

For the deadline for your student teaching semester go to http://www.uww.edu/coe/advising/licensure/tests.html#praxis. 
For the registration deadlines go to http://www.ets.org.  Currently, the Praxis II test is administered seven times a year.
4.
Carefully review the “Free Test Prep” information at http://www.ets.org for your test:

Test Preparation Booklets
General Information and Study Tips (PDF)
Reducing Test Anxiety (PDF)

Top 10 Questions Asked by Praxis™ Candidates (PDF) 

Tests at a Glance (TAAG)

"Tests at a Glance" (TAAG) are free, downloadable guides that provide valuable information in helping you prepare for specific Praxis tests. You can use the Tests at a Glance as a foundation for any study plan you develop. Tests at a Glance include:

Basic information about each test, including: 

(1) Test length (2) Number of questions (3) Test format (4) Topics covered 

Sample questions in each content category with rationales for the best answers 

5.
Are you eligible for taking advantage of special “accommodations” for taking the Praxis II test, such as more time?  Is there the possibility that you have a learning disability that negatively affects your performance on the Praxis II test?  If you do have a learning disability, or you have reason to believe that you might  have a learning disability (based on prior experiences as a student or in taking standardized test), consider making an appointment at the UW-Whitewater Center for Students with Disabilities.  Information is available at http://www.ets.org (e.g., “Resources for Test Takers with Disabilities,” and “Accommodation Information” for the Praxis tests).
6.
Consider taking advantage of the services provided by the UWW Campus Tutorial Services for preparing for the Praxis II.  (See Appendix A, Praxis Series Materials Available in the Tutorial Center)  For more information, go to http://www.uww.edu/tutorial/PPST.htm.   

7.
Obtain and review commercial books prepared for Praxis II tests or for related testing purposes (e.g., ACT, SAT, Advanced Placement).  ETS also produces the “Graduate Record Examination” (GRE), including subject tests for (1) Biochemistry, Cell, and Molecular Biology, (2) Biology, (3) Chemistry, (4) Computer science, (5) Literature in English, (6) Mathematics, (7) Physics, and (8) Psychology.  Go to http://www.ets.org for more information.
8.
Do a WEB search for “Praxis II Preparation” to find commercial products, programs, CDs, etc.  “Let the buyer beware.”

PART TWO

Preparing to re-take the Praxis II Content Test after having failed it

9.
Review all the recommendations provided above in Part One.
10. 
Make an appointment to meet with your Education Advisor to formulate your strategies.  Bring along all the reports you have received from Educational Testing Services for Praxis II tests you have taken.  Also bring along a copy of the “Test at a Glance” information for your test that can be downloaded from the Educational Testing Services at http://www.ets.org.


After you have met with your Education Advisor, you can also meet with Dr. Tom Ganser, Director, Office of Field Experiences.  Dr. Ganser can also meet with you and your Education Advisor at the same time.

11.
Carefully analyze sub-test scores for Praxis II tests already taken to determine if there is pattern as to the areas in which you score the lowest.  (See Appendix B, Praxis II Subject Assessments – Subtests.)  However, keep in mind that the questions on the Praxis II test can vary considerably depending on which version of the test is taken.

12.
Consider ordering the Praxis II Diagnostic Preparation Program for a prior test if available for your test.

Diagnostic Preparation Program

If you are planning to retake a PRAXIS test, enhance your preparation efforts with the PRAXIS Diagnostic Preparation Program (DPP). DPP provides detailed, customized feedback about your performance so that you may better understand your strengths and weaknesses and focus your test preparation efforts accordingly.

The service may be ordered any time within four months after you take the test and includes a feedback report based on your personal test results. This report is designed to help you

understand and interpret information about your performance on the test 

use this information to identify specific challenge areas on the test 

create a personalized study plan that targets areas needing reinforcement. 

The feedback report includes:

expanded personal test results 

comments on any responses to essay and/or constructed-response questions from the reviewers who scored the test. 

feedback about your performance in the context of specific state passing score requirements. (To receive this information, indicate on your order form up to three states whose passing scores are important to you. Be sure that the states you select use your particular Praxis test for licensing purposes.) 

The Diagnostic Preparation Program is available for the following tests required in Wisconsin at a cost of $65:

Elementary Education (0014), English Language, Literature, and Composition (0041), Mathematics (0061), Physical Education (0091), Social Studies (0081)
13.
Consider taking advantage of the University Health and Counseling Services (Health Center 2003, phone 262-472-1305).  No cost to enrolled students.

14.
Consider taking advantage of the Winther Counseling Lab (located at 3002 Winther Hall) providing confidential individual and group counseling without charge.  The Winther Counseling Lab is staffed by UW-Whitewater students working toward their Master’s degree in counseling.  To make an appointment or receive further information contact the lab between 12:30 and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursdays, at 262-472-2842.

15.
Consider enrolling in content courses at UWW or another institution that may address weaknesses evident in your sub-test scores.  

16.
Re-take content courses, especially if you received low grades.

17.
Review text books used in introductory courses in the content areas that are most challenging for you.

18.
If there is a delay in your student teaching semester due to meeting the Praxis II requirement, consider enrolling in education courses that may enhance your competitiveness in obtaining a teaching position.  Alternatively, consider participating in appropriate workshops and volunteering in appropriate settings.  (See Appendix C, Courses to consider taking if student teaching semester assignment is delayed.)   

PART THREE

Options for students who have not passed the Praxis II Content Test

19.
 Re-take the Praxis test.  Review all the recommendations provided above in Part One.
20.
Change your major and graduate with a different major or different degree.

21. 
Relocate to a different state where your highest Praxis II test score meets state licensing requirements in that state.   For state Praxis II requirements go to http://www.ets.org.

· Caution  You will be required to meet all other licensing requirements for that state, including courses, grade point average, field experiences/student teaching, etc.

· Caution  Some states require passing a Praxis II Pedagogy Test (not required in Wisconsin) in addition to a Praxis II Content Test (required in Wisconsin)

· Caution  Some states require passing BOTH a Praxis II Content Test (like Wisconsin) AND a Praxis II Pedagogy Test.

22.
Relocate to a different state where the Praxis II test is not required.

· Caution  Most states require passing one or more tests created by a company other than ETS or by the state itself before issuing a teaching license.

23.
Graduate without licensure (if eligible).

A.
See the attached Appendix D “Memo of Understanding” for Graduation Without Passing the Praxis II Exam” for additional information.
· Caution  If you graduate (or do not maintain full time student status) there may be ramifications regarding Financial Aid payment obligations (e.g., payments may be due) and eligibility for health insurance coverage under a parent’s policy (you may no longer be covered).

B.
Upon passing the Praxis II test you will be required to be readmitted to Professional Education in order to enroll for Directed Teaching.  You will also be required to meet any new requirements for licensing as mandated by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.

C.
You can qualify for a Substitute Teaching Permit and gain substitute teaching experience.

Appendix A
Praxis Series Materials Available in the Tutorial Center

 (reference—not to be checked out)

Study Guides for
Elementary Education: Content Area Exercises (2nd Edition)

(test code 0012)

Elementary Education: Content Knowledge

(test code 0014)

English Language, Literature, and Composition: Content Knowledge

(test Code: 0041)

English Language, Literature, and Composition: Essays and Pedagogy

(test codes 0042 & 0043)

English to Speakers of Other Languages  (test code 0360)

French and German: Content Knowledge and Productive Language Skills

(test codes 0173, 0171, 0181, 0182)

Mathematics: Content Knowledge;

 Proofs, Models, and Problems, Part I; and Pedagogy

(test codes 0061, 0063, 0065)

Middle School Tests

(test codes 0049, 0069, 0089, 0146, 0439)

Sciences: Content Knowledge, Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Space Science, General Science, Physics, Combination Tests

(test codes 0231, 0232, 0235, 0241, 0245, 0571, 0431,

                   0432, 0435, 0261, 0265, 0030, 0070, 0481)

Science Constructed-Response Tests: Practice & Review

Biology (test code 0233) - Chemistry (test code 0242)

General Science (test code 0433) - Physics (test code 0262)

Pedagogy (test  codes 0234 & 0483)

Social Studies: Constructed Response

(Test Codes: 0082, 0083, 0084, 0085)

Social Studies and Citizenship Education: Content knowledge (2nd ed.)

(test codes 0081 & 0087)

Special Education: Core Knowledge

(test codes 0350, 0351, 0352, 0353)

and

Professor’s Guide to the Praxis II Tests
Appendix B
Praxis II Subject Assessments – Subtests

Prepared by Tom Ganser, Ph.D., Director, Office of Field Experiences

· Three to seven “subtest” categories are report on the “Detailed Information” section of the “Examinee Score Report” that is mailed to the examinee.

· Each “subtest” category contains three kinds of data:  (1) Raw Points Earned, (2) Raw Points Available, and (3) Average Performance Range.

· Raw Points Earned:  “For categories containing multiple-choice items, Raw Points Earned are the number of questions answered correctly.  For categories containing constructed response items or essays, the Raw Points Earned are the sum of the weighted ratings awarded.”

· Raw Points Available:  The greatest number of points available for a subtest category.

Note:  Raw Points Available may vary from test date to test date.

· Average Performance Range:  “The range of scores earned by the middle 50% of a group of examinees who took this form of the test at the most recent national administration or other comparable time period.  N/C means that this range was not computed because fewer than 30 examinees took this form of the test or because there were fewer than 8 questions in the category or, for a constructed-response module, fewer than 8 points to be awarded by the raters.  N/A indicates that this test sections was not taken and, therefore, the information is not applicable.”

Example:
If the Average Performance Range is 17 to 22, a student who scored 17 scored at the 25th percentile, meaning that 25 percent of all test takes (including this student) had a score of 17 or lower.  In addition, a student who scored 22 scored at the 75th percentile, meaning that 75 percent of all test takers (including this student) had a score of 22 or lower.  In summary:  the higher the percentile, the better the score; the lower the percentile, the worse the score.

Note:  

Average Performance Range may vary from test date to test date.
· How would you interpret the following?  
1. Raw Points Earned:

14

2. Raw Points Earned:


19

1. Raw Points Available:

30

2. Raw Points Available:

30

1. Average Performance Range:
14 – 20
2. Average Performance Range:
17 – 23 

3. Raw Points Earned:

3

4. Raw Points Earned:


20

3. Raw Points Available:

12

4. Raw Points Available:

24

3. Average Performance Range:
7 – 9 

4. Average Performance Range:
15 – 20  

Key to Praxis II information in Test Results section in WINS

(derived from http://www.ets.org February 2008)

	Test Title (Content Knowledge)
	Test Code
	Licensure area

Test #
	Subtest Score Abbrev
	Subtest Score Description
	Percent

of test items

	Elementary Education
	PXELE
	EC-MC

0014
	ELE 1
	Language Arts
	25 %

	
	
	
	ELE 2
	Mathematics
	25 %

	
	
	
	ELE 3
	Social Studies
	25 %

	
	
	
	ELE 4
	Science
	25 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 147)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	English Language, Literature, and Composition
	PSLNG
	LANG ARTS   0041
	LNG 1
	Reading and  Understanding Text
	55 %

	
	
	
	LNG 2
	Language and Linguistics
	15 %

	
	
	
	LNG 3
	Composition and Rhetoric
	30 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 160)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics
	PXMAT 
	MATH

0061
	MAT 1
	Algebra and Number Theory
	16 %

	
	
	
	MAT 2
	Measurement                                                                    Geometry                                                                          Trigonometry
	6 %, 

10 %

8 %

	
	
	
	MAT 3
	Functions                                                                         Calculus
	16 %  12 %

	
	
	
	MAT 4
	Data Analysis and Statistics                                 Probability
	10-12 % 4-6 %

	
	
	
	MAT 5
	Matrix Algebra                                                       Discrete Mathematics
	8-10 % 6-8 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 135)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social Studies
	PXSOC
	SOC STUDIES

10081
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 153)
	

	
	
	
	SOC 1
	United States History
	22 %

	
	
	
	SOC 2
	World History
	22 %

	
	
	
	SOC 3
	Government/Civics/Political Science
	16 %

	
	
	
	SOC 4
	Geography
	15 %

	
	
	
	SOC 5
	Economics
	15 %

	
	
	
	SOC 6
	Behavioral Sciences
	10 %

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Education
	PXPED
	PHY ED

0091
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 150)
	

	
	
	
	PED 1
	Fundamental Movements, Motor Development, and Motor Learning
	24 %

	
	
	
	PED 2
	Movement Forms
	24 %

	
	
	
	PED 3
	Fitness and Exercise Science
	19 %

	
	
	
	PED 4
	Social Science Foundations
	11 %

	
	
	
	PED 5
	Biomechanics
	8 %

	
	
	
	PED 6
	Health and Safety
	14 %


	Test Title (Content Knowledge)
	Test Code
	Licensure area

Test #
	Subtest Score Abbrev
	Subtest Score Description
	Percent

of test items

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Business Education
	PXBUS
	BUSINESS EDUCATION 0100
	BUS 1
	United State Economic System
	10 %

	
	
	
	BUS 2
	Money Management
	14 %

	
	
	
	BUS 3
	Business and its Environment
	11 %

	
	
	
	BUS 4
	Professional Business Education
	20 %

	
	
	
	BUS 5
	Processing Information
	17 %

	
	
	
	BUS 6
	Office Procedures and Management, Communications, Employability Skills
	14 %

	
	
	
	BUS 7
	Accounting and Marketing
	14%


	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 580)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Music
	PXMUS
	MUSIC

0113
	MUS 1
	Music History and Literature
	21 %

	
	
	
	MUS 2
	Music Theory
	21 %

	
	
	
	MUS 3
	Performance
	21 %

	
	
	
	MUS 4
	Music Learning, K-12
	31 %

	
	
	
	MUS 5
	Professional Practices
	6 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 150)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Art
	PXART
	ART

0133
	ART 1
	Traditions in Art, Architecture, Design, and the Making of Artifacts
	36 %

	
	
	
	ART 2
	Art Criticism and Aesthetics
	25 %

	
	
	
	ART 3
	The Making of Art
	39 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 155)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spanish
	PXSPA
	SPANISH

0191
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 158)
	

	
	
	
	SPA 1
	Interpretive Listening (in Spanish)
	27 %

	
	
	
	SPA 2
	Structure of the Language (Grammatical Accuracy) (in Spanish and English)
	28 %

	
	
	
	SPA 3
	Interpretive Reading (in Spanish)
	26 %

	
	
	
	SPA 4
	Cultural Perspective (in Spanish)
	19%

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marketing Education
	PXMKT
	MARKETING

0560
	MKT 1
	Marketing Education, Curriculum and Instruction, and Career Planning
	20 %

	
	
	
	MKT 2
	General Marketing
	18 %

	
	
	
	MKT 3
	Merchandising
	12 %

	
	
	
	MKT 4
	Marketing Mathematics
	10 %

	
	
	
	MKT 5
	Communications and Human Relations
	16 %

	
	
	
	MKT 6
	Advertising and Sales Promotion
	12 %

	
	
	
	MKT 7
	Personal Selling
	12 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 600)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Theatre
	PXTHE
	THEATRE

0640
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 600)
	

	
	
	
	THE 1
	History, Theory, and Literature
	17-21 %

	
	
	
	THE 2
	Performance
	19-23 %

	
	
	
	THE 3
	Design and Technical Aspects
	17-21 %

	
	
	
	THE 4
	Production
	13-17%

	
	
	
	THE 5
	Instruction and Professional Knowledge
	8-12%

	
	
	
	THE 6
	Creative Drama
	14-18 %


	Test Title (Content Knowledge)
	Test Code
	Licensure area

Test #
	Subtest Score Abbrev
	Subtest Score Description
	Percent

of test items

	Middle School Subjects
	PXMCE
	MC-EA   0146
	MCE 1
	Literature and Language Studies
	25 %

	
	
	
	MCE 2
	Mathematics
	25 %

	
	
	
	MCE 3
	History/Social Studies
	25 %

	
	
	
	MCE 4
	Science
	25 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 146)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	French
	PXFRN
	FRENCH

0173
	FRN  1
	Interpretive Listening (in French)
	27 %

	
	
	
	FRN 2
	Structure of the Language (Grammatical Accuracy)
	28 %

	
	
	
	FRN 3
	Interpretive Reading (in French)
	26 %

	
	
	
	FRN 4
	Cultural Perspective (in French)
	19 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 156)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	German
	PXGER
	GERMAN

0181
	GER 1
	Interpretive Listening (in German)
	27 %

	
	
	
	GER 2
	Structure of the Language (Grammatical Accuracy) (in German and English)
	28 %

	
	
	
	GER 3
	Interpretive Reading (in German)
	26 %

	
	
	
	GER 4
	Cultural Perspective (in German)
	19 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 153)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	English to Speakers of Other Languages
	PXESL
	ESL

0360
	ESL 1
	Analysis of Student Language Production
	25 %

	
	
	
	ESL 2
	Linguistic Theory
	23 %

	
	
	
	ESL 3
	Teaching Methods and Techniques
	30 %

	
	
	
	ESL 4
	Assessment Techniques and Cultural Issues
	15 %

	
	
	
	ESL 5
	Profession Issues
	7 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 530)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	General Science
	PXSCI
	General Science

0435
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 154)
	

	
	
	
	SCI 1
	Scientific Methodology, Techniques, and History
	10 %

	
	
	
	SCI 2
	The Physical Sciences
	40 %

	
	
	
	SCI 3
	The Life Sciences
	20 %

	
	
	
	SCI 4
	The Earth Sciences
	20 %

	
	
	
	SCI 5
	Science, Technology and Society
	10 %

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Health Education
	PXHLT
	HEALTH EDUCATION 0550
	HLTH1
	Health Education as a Discipline
	15 %

	
	
	
	HLTH2
	Promoting Healthy Lifestyles
	30 %

	
	
	
	HLTH3
	Community Health Advocacy
	10 %

	
	
	
	HLTH4
	Healthy Relationships
	20 %

	
	
	
	HLTH5
	Disease Prevention
	15 %

	
	
	
	HLTH6
	Health Education Pedagogy
	10 %

	
	
	
	OVER
	Overall (Passing = 610)
	


Appendix C

Courses to consider taking if student teaching semester assignment is delayed

Department




Course
Communication Sciences and Disorders   
COMDIS 270 Introduction to Communication Disorders

Communication Sciences and Disorders
COMDIS 355 Language Development and Disorders in Children With Exceptional Needs

Curriculum and Instruction
CIGENRL 310/510 Survey of Educational Linguistics

Curriculum and Instruction
CIGENRL 350 Introduction to ESL and Bilingual Education

Curriculum and Instruction
SECNDED 466 Literary Strategies for Content-Area Teachers

Educational Foundations
LIBMEDIA 434 Instructional Technology

Educational Foundations
LIBMEDIA 350/450 Reference and Bibliography

Educational Foundations
LIBMEDIA 451 Classification and Cataloging 

Educational Foundations
EDFND 475 Dealing with Disruptive Behavior

Educational Foundations
EDFOUND 482 Educational Statistics

Health, Physical Ed, Recreation, Coaching  
COACHING 252  Sports Pedagogy: Teaching and Coaching Sports Skills

Health, Physical Ed, Recreation, Coaching 
HEALTHED 280 Introduction to Health Education and Promotion

Health, Physical Ed, Recreation, Coaching 
PEPROF 165 Introduction to Physical Education

Health, Physical Ed, Recreation, Coaching  
RECREATN 232 Introduction to Recreation and Leisure

Special Education



SPECED 360 Inclusive Behavior Management

	Special Education 



SPECED 361 Inclusive Methods
	


Appendix D

MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING

for

Graduation Without Passing the Praxis II Exam

I, ____________________________ (name), (________________) (Campus ID Number) have requested to graduate in ___________________ (semester/year) without passing the Praxis II Content Exam in ______________________ (test name & number).  I am aware of and understand the following:

1. All requirements will be completed except for my directed teaching, student teaching seminar (if applicable), portfolio, and passing the appropriate Praxis II Content Exam.  I understand that I must have earned a minimum of 120 credits, completed all general education/PI-34 general education/major/minor requirements.

2. I understand that my transcript will state:  “Praxis II Content Exam requirement not met at time of graduation.”  This statement will be removed once the content test has been passed and directed teaching successfully completed.  I understand that it is my responsibility to request that this statement be removed.

3. I may return to UW-Whitewater to complete a directed teaching experience and portfolio requirement once I have passed the appropriate content exam listed above.  I understand that this possible directed teaching placement will be based on space availability.  Availability is determined by the licensure program department.
4. If a directed teaching placement is approved by my licensure department, I am aware I must re-apply to the University.

5. I am aware that I will not need to re-apply to Professional Education, unless I return for a new licensure area.

6. If I should be re-accepted into a new licensure area at UW-Whitewater, I am aware that I need to complete all new requirements (which may include such things as portfolios, testing, etc.) in addition to any requirements previously required.  This includes re-applying to Professional Education under new requirements.
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