University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
ACCOUNT 749  
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Advanced Accounting Information Systems
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Advanced AIS


Sponsor(s):  
Carol J. Normand, Robert Gruber
Department(s):
Accounting
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
Masters of Professional Accountancy (MPA)
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
ACCOUNT 454, ACCOUNT 761, or consent of department 
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Accounting
Instructor:
Carol J. Normand

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form3.htm)

Course justification:


In today’s complex business environment, the quality of accounting information and the systems that produce that information have become key factors in the professional activities of accountants.  These two issues have gained importance to the professional accountant because the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 and professional accounting standards now require accountants to conduct both internal and external audits designed to verify the accuracy, completeness, validity, and representational faithfulness of accounting information.  Such audits must also determine if an organization has an internal control structure in place that is operating effectively and efficiency so that material financial statement  misstatements can be detected in the normal course of business activities.  These material misstatements can be caused by either error or fraud.

In order to carry out these activities, accountants’ knowledge of business processes must be developed so that insights can be gained concerning the efficient and effective development and continued implementation of systems that are appropriate to specific business environments.  Additionally, such knowledge must be developed so that accountants have an appropriate basis from which to judge the adequacy of the systems they are auditing either as external or internal auditors.  These insights depend upon the accountant’s skills in information technology, information systems, business modeling, and e-business.  The need for this training is demonstrated by inclusion of information systems knowledge in the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) examination beginning in 2004.
Although these topics are introduced in ACCOUNT 454, Accounting Information Systems, a second course is needed to further develop the students’ understanding of these important knowledge sets.  Students must gain a deeper understanding of the ways in which information technology infrastructure affects processes, the risks associated with that technology, and ways in which those risks can be mitigated. 
Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The mission of the College of Business and Economics is to provide quality undergraduate and gradate education to career-oriented students who will be competitive in a technologically evolving, global business environment.  Clearly, this course is consistent with this mission statement.
The mission of the MPA degree program at the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater is to prepare its graduates for a lifelong career in accounting and related business fields.  To attain this mission, the program must:

· Retain those undergraduate students who demonstrate a potential for success in a lifelong career in accounting and other related fields.

·  Maintain access for undergraduate students from other programs who wish to improve their lifetime potential through an association with the MPA program

· Provide a comprehensive curriculum which, through a variety of teaching methods, effectively develops knowledge in all relevant aspects of accounting

· Maintain and build upon the knowledge skills each student has acquired in their undergraduate educational program and professional experience.

· Provide meaningful opportunities, both inside the classroom and out, for the student to evaluate the career opportunities available in accounting and the path to each.

· Provide to each student, prior to graduation, an assessment of their retention and understanding of accounting.

The proposed course specifically addresses items #3 and #4 above.

In addition, the department’s external constituency review board, the Accounting Advisory Board, has strongly encouraged the Accounting Department faculty to further develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of technology and its impact on accounting.

Budgetary impact:
This course will be offered only in the summer session as an accounting elective in the MPA program. Thus, it will not require GPR resources nor be part of a faculty member’s normal teaching load.
Course description:


This course focuses on the impact that information technology infrastructure has on accounting information systems and business processes.  Topics discussed include assessing control risk, identifying and assessing the adequacy of general and application controls including systems development and documentation controls, and the planning an audit of a computerized AIS.  The use of XBRL for reporting financial information via the Internet will also be explored. 
Course requisites: ACCOUNT 454, ACCOUNT 761, or consent of department
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:  N/A
1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 
3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:




Tentative course syllabus with course objectives begins on the next page.

ACCOUNT 7xx: ADVANCED ACCOUNTING INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Instructor:

Professor Carol J. Normand, EdD CPA

Office Hours:

Tuesday/Thursday:  12:30 – 2:00




Wednesday:  10:30 – 12:30, 1:30 – 4:30 




By appointment.  You are also encouraged to ask questions via e-mail.

Office & Phone:
Carlson Hall 5030, 262-472-5453

E-Mail:

normandc@uww.edu
Required Text: 
Core Concepts of Information Technology Auditing, Hutton, Bryant, and 

Bargranoff, 2004.

DESIRE2LEARN (D2L)

Assignments and handouts for this course are available at the Desire2Learn site for this course.  This site can be accessed as follows:

a.   Go to the University of Wisconsin – Whitewater home page and click on the “D22L” button.

b.   Be sure to read the directions concerning usernames and passwords presented on this page.  Once you have read the information, click on “Spring Semester Courses.”  

c.    Enter your user name and password.  Click on enter.

d.    Click on “20xx – ACCOUNT 7xx – Advanced Accounting Information Systems - 01”

e.    Course materials can be found by clicking on “Content” which is in the upper left-hand navigation bar.

Students are responsible for checking Desire2Learn before each class and bringing appropriate materials with them to class.
Course Objectives
At the end of the semester, students should be able to:

· Describe the methods auditors use to assess control risk in computerized accounting systems

· Identify and describe the general and application controls found in computerized accounting systems and the methods used to assess risk for these controls.

· Identify, describe and assess systems development and documentation controls and how they impact computerized accounting systems.

· Identify and describe hardware and systems software controls and how they impact computerized accounting systems

· Explain how system security controls impact the overall reliability of computerized accounting information systems

· Identify the auditor’s objectives in performing and auditing a computerized information system

· Identify the techniques available to help the auditor test computer programs.
· Explain how XBRL can be used to automate reporting financial information on the Internat.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Although attendance will not be taken, you must attend class regularly and be on time 

Any material that is presented and discussed in class can be tested.  Students are responsible for all material presented including any material not found in the readings that the instructor chooses to add.  After missing a class, a student is responsible for getting the material from another student. 

FOCUS OF THE COURSE

Three of the major professional accounting organizations have identified skills that are needed to succeed in the profession of accounting.   Through the material covered in the course and the assignments that are required, this course provides opportunities for you to develop the following skills.  

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA):  AICPA Vision Project Core Competencies    http://www.cpavision.org/vision.htm
· Interpretation of Converging Information:  Able to interpret and provide a broader context using financial and non-financial information. 

· Technologically Adept:  Able to utilize and leverage technology in ways that add value to clients, customers and employers. 

Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA):  The Competency Framework for Internal Auditing
http://www.theiia.org/iia/index.cfm?doc_id=1329 :

· Professionalism

· Problem Solving and Reasoning

· Risk and Organizations

· Information Technology

· Environment of the Organization

Institute of Management Accountants (IMA):  The Practice Analysis of Management Accounting
http://www.imanet.org/ima/sec.asp?TRACKID=&CID=951&DID=1575
· Analytical/problem-solving skills 

· Use of computerized accounting systems 

· Purpose & use of management information systems in business 

· Internal control systems 

EVALUATION

Homework Assignments

  10%

Projects



  30%

Quizzes



  10%

Examinations


  50%
Total Course Points:

100%
GRADING POLICY

Course grades will be assigned based on how many points each student earns out of the total course points using the following scale.  The professor reserves the right to adjust the final grade scale by lowering (but not raising) the percentage of total points required for any letter grade.

	A
90-100%
	BC
78-79%
	D
60-67%

	AB
88-89%
	C
70-77%
	F
Below 60%

	B
80-87%
	CD
68-69%
	


All assignments must be turned in during the class period in which they are due in order to receive full credit.  Grades will be reduced by 25% for assignments turned in by midnight of the day they are due.  No credit will be given for any assignment turned in after the day on which it is due unless the student discusses a specific situation with the instructor before the assignment is due.

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and nondiscriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events.  For details refer to your Timetable; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin (or comparable section of the graduate bulletin); UWS Chapter 14, "Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures"; and UWS Chapter 17, "Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures."

As academic integrity is considered a primary value of a university, academic misconduct by either faculty or students cannot and will not be tolerated.  Each student is expected to perform to the utmost of his or her ability in an honest and sincere manner.  Cheating or plagiarism, including the use of unauthorized materials or the use of another's problem solutions as one's own, will result in severe penalties as provided for in UWS, Chapter 14.

Academic misconduct has always included, and continues to include, acts in which the student seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another, in whole or in part,, or uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any academic exercise, plus other well-understood acts.  Thus, any work you turn in for credit must be obviously yours, and yours alone. 
	WEEK NUMBER
	COURSE TOPICS

	1
	Introduction to IT Auditing

	2
	Legal and Ethical Issues of IT Audit;

	3
	Impact of Sarbanes-Oxley on IT

	4
	Information Technology Risks and Controls

	5
	Test 1; IT Deployment Risks

	6
	IT Deployment Risks

	7
	Managing the IT Function

	8
	IT Networks and Telecommunications Risks

	9
	IT Networks and Telecommunications Risks

	10
	Test 2; E-Business Risks

	11
	E-Business Risks

	12
	Using Computer Assisted Audit Tools and Techniques (CAATTS)

	13
	Using CAATTS; Conducting the IT Audit

	14
	XBRL and the Reporting Function

	15
	XBRL and the Reporting Function

	16
	Final Examination


Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)  


N/A
Notes:

1. Contact the Registrar's Office (x1570) for available course numbers.  A list of subject areas can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/SubjectAreas.html
2. The 15 and 25 character abbreviations may be edited for consistency and clarity.

3. Please submit electronically when approved at the college level - signature sheet to follow in hard copy.
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