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Graduate Certification Program in School Counseling
A.  Description

The graduate certificate in school counseling is designed for individuals who have a Master’s degree in Counseling from a CACREP-accredited institution (or equivalent) in an emphasis other than school counseling. This certification program provides post-graduate training in the emphasis area of school counseling to students who have completed a Masters’ in Counseling in a different emphasis. If this requirement has not been met additional course work, or the MS counseling program, may be required.
Course sequence:

COUNSED  738 
Perspectives in School Counseling

_________
_________
   3   
COUNSED 743 
Counseling in Elementary & 

_________
_________
   3   





Middle Schools

COUNSED 745
Counseling in Secondary Schools

_________
_________
   3   



COUNSED 795
Internship



_________
_________
   3-6   










    
Total

 12-15

Courses would be taken sequentially to address the development of counseling services K-12.  The internship will be one or two semesters depending on the needs of the student, as determined by Counselor Education Faculty.  Students having had a year-long Internship in the Masters program and having sufficient counseling experience with children will only be required to participate in a one semester Internship.  However, some experience in all three areas (Elementary, Middle, and Secondary schools) would be required. 


Program objectives:

1.  Gain an understanding of student development and be able to determine when individuals or a group of 
students may have specific developmental needs. 

2.  Develop awareness of school and community resources. 

3.  Develop an understanding of the organization and operations of the school.

4.  Become aware of pertinent ethical, legal and moral issues that impact the school counselor.

B. Need

For more than the last two decades graduates from the MS Counseling program have returned to seek additional emphasis course work.  The development of certification and licensure standards in school and community counseling has required further course work to shift from one emphasis area to another within the counseling profession. The accreditation of the UW-Whitewater MS counseling program by the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) has led to increasing the core courses required and therefore decreasing the emphasis only courses.  The combination of these two factors along with recent job shortages has increased the number of requests for continuing education to provide a second emphasis.  The certification program would clarify the requirements and provide a standardized path for the development of an additional area of counseling emphasis.

C.  Institutional mission

This certification enhances the present counseling program and its ability to fulfill its part of the overall mission of the university and college.   

D.  Relationship to other academic programs in the UW system.

UW system institutions which have Masters’ level counseling programs all are facing increased requests for training in additional emphases after graduation.  Most have addressed this on an individual basis as our department has for many years.  This certification program clarifies the issue for our potential students and allows for an increased awareness of the opportunity to train in a new area.  This would appear to provide a competitive advantage for the department.

E. Resources needed to support the program

The certificate program will not add new courses or emphases, so it is anticipated that no additional resources will be needed.  Admissions to certificate programs will be monitored closely to ensure balance within the overall program.  
F. 4-year plan of course offerings:
See Counselor Education Department four-year plan.
G. Assessment plan for the program

The assessment plan will be integrated into the annual department program assessment conducted every spring semester.
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