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Proposal Information: 
Certificate in Occupational Ergonomics
The Certificate in Occupational Ergonomics is designed to prepare the working professional with a Bachelors Degree to meet the growing demand for safety professionals capable of dealing with work-related musculoskeletal disorders (WMSD).  This certificate provides students with a comprehensive background in ergonomic work analysis, hazard assessment, and program development in a variety of essential industries.

Program Coordinator: 

Dr. Sang Choi
Winther 6052
Phone: (262) 472-1641

Email: chois@uww.edu
Department Program Assistant: 

Kay Vant

Winther 6034 
Phone: (262) 472-1117 
Email: safety@uww.edu
Additional Admission Requirements: 

Evidence of ability to succeed in graduate level Occupational and Environmental Safety & Health course work (evidence of this could include relevant work experience, GRE scores, or professional certification, e.g., CSP, CPE). 

Note: Students in the Occupational Ergonomics Certificate Program may enroll in the Masters of Science in Safety at UW-Whitewater if they meet the normal criteria for that program.

CERTIFICATE IN OCCUPATIONAL ERGONOMICS: 

The Certificate Program requires completion of the following three courses: 

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 671 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

SAFETY 672 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Student Learning Objectives

This certificate will provide the student with a comprehensive background in occupational ergonomics and enable him/her to:

· Identify and evaluate work-related ergonomic hazards
· Design and implement successful ergonomic risk controls
· Plan ergonomic risk management activities for a variety of industries
Detailed learning objectives are provided for each separate course and listed in the syllabi.
List of Courses to Be Included

The occupational ergonomics certificate will consist of the following courses.  Complete curriculum proposals for each new course are attached for reference.

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 671 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

SAFETY 672 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

These three courses were developed under the guidance of our Occupational Ergonomics Advisory Board, which consists of nine members representing academic departments from UW-Whitewater, UW-Madison, and Western Michigan University, industry practitioners, and federal regulatory agencies.  The advisory board first determined the breadth and depth of knowledge that would be appropriate for a certificate in this area.  The Board then provided support on how this content would best be distributed across three courses taken in a progressive sequence.

 4-year Plan of Course Offerings 

Fall 2006:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 671 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2007:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 672 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Fall 2007

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 671 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2008:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 672 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Fall 2008:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 671 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2009:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 672 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Fall 2009:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 671 – Applied Methods in Ergonomics

Spring 2010:

SAFETY 688 – Ergonomics

SAFETY 672 – Advanced Industrial Ergonomics

Assessment Plan for the Program
Program assessment will be integrated into an existing departmental assessment plan.

Resources Needed to Support the Program  

No additional resources are needed to support the program.

Student Need/Demand for the Program 

The costs of work-related musculoskeletal disorders for the nation have been intensely discussed in the media and have been the focus of attention for government agencies, workers' compensation boards, and private and public organizations.  All this attention and the recognition of the benefits to be gained from ergonomics programs have increased the demand for professionals who can effectively address these concerns.

The Occupational Ergonomics Certificate will be helpful for students seeking a career as OESH professionals as well as for organizations, which are experiencing great difficulty in finding qualified people to lead their efforts in reducing the incidence of WMSD.  The certificate will offer a unique expertise in a high demand field, which will differentiate the UWW-OESH graduates from others across the nation.  Additionally, the graduate student in Occupational Safety could benefit from taking any number of these courses as part of masters program.

Relation of the program to other programs on campus, in the UW System, and in the region 

This program has no relations to other programs at UW-Whitewater, in the UW system, or the in the region. 
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