Uniform Landscaping Policy

The Campus Landscape and Planning Committee’s Uniform Landscaping Policy applies to the overall look of the campus at UW-Whitewater, including all exterior space.  Our intent is to establish and implement naturalized landscaping that is sensitive to the historic, regional, geological formations, reflects regional uniqueness, and preserves the southeastern Wisconsin landscape. 

Our major intention is to assist in determining the direction of current and future landscaping development by establishing an institutional standard that would provide a uniform “natural look” to the campus areas surrounding and including the administrative and classroom buildings, and residence halls.  We believe that this appearance should to a great extent conform to the history of Whitewater as a rural Wisconsin community and to the history of the campus itself.  Both formal and informal plantings should be encouraged in this effort, reflecting the areas where the plantings are placed and overall aesthetics.

Specific ways in which this may be accomplished might include the following:

1) Consider the planting of perennial plant species, especially those native to Wisconsin, to soften the aspect of our buildings and to replace more expensive and higher maintenance non-native species such as turf grass (e.g., grasses such as Rocky Mountain fescue, prairie cord grass at drain spouts, big reed grass, or meadow drop-seed; shrubs such as serviceberry or black chokeberry; and native trees unrepresented on the campus).  At the same time an attempt might be made to include the functions that landscape design can perform to improve the environment, enlarge our plant palette, and try any plants that strike an appropriate balance between the need to preserve our local natural resources and providing educational access for enrolled students of the region. 

2) Institute cedar split rail “worm” fencing wherever appropriate.  This aesthetically pleasing fence type is long lasting, and could be considered for use at the corners of areas such as picnic areas, intramural fields, parking lots, and university boundaries.  This type of fencing also could be inserted to a limited extent into areas adjacent to administrative or classroom buildings. 

3) To promote environmental stewardship, increase the knowledge and awareness among students and faculty of the local history and environment to facilitate the relationship that people have between the campus landscape and the historical background of the community and campus.

4) Consider water-permeable and plowable surfaces in future parking lots, trees in parking lots, and green roofs in future buildings.
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In addition to the overall look of this campus, its sustainability is directly connected to the landscape.  There are areas on campus that are difficult to maintain and time consuming, requiring many hours of labor.  These areas include parking lot barriers, small turf islands, small grassy areas beside buildings, and other small, resource-consuming turf areas that could be converted into naturalized areas planted with perennial species.  If more naturalization consistent with the rural nature of the community’s history is implemented on campus, it will add diversity to the landscape, sustain the land for future use by other students, and conserve resources that are currently being used to maintain the turf landscape.  The attitude towards turf is changing and people, including students, faculty, and staff, understand that there are more desirable alternatives for the UW-Whitewater campus landscape.  However, there are still not as many natural areas as there could be.  

In addition, we want to encourage the use of natural materials whenever possible--such as wood chips rather than artificial mulch.  The use of the university-owned wood chipper could easily provide the wood chips by chipping out the non-native, invasive honeysuckle and buckthorn currently infesting the nature preserve.

Implementation of all major landscape plantings should be approved by the Campus Landscape and Planning Committee prior to completion. 
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