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Horizons School Matinee Series
Welcome to the 2008-09 Horizons School Matinee Series!  We are pleased 
that you have chosen to bring your students to see great performances that en-
hance learning, fire imagination, and reinforce school curriculum in meaning-
ful ways.  We thank you, the educators and administrators, for expanding chil-
dren’s minds each day, and sharing with them the joys of the performing arts!

This study guide has been designed to help you prepare your students by engaging them 
in before and after activities and giving them things to think about during the perfor-
mance.  Within the study guide you will find a variety of activities that can be used to 
enhance the core subject areas as well as the creative arts.  Wisconsin State Academic 
Standards are listed at the end of the guide.  The materials in this guide reflect the grade 
range recommended by the performing arts group.  As teachers, you know best what 
the needs and abilities of your students are; therefore, please feel free to select and/or 
adapt any of the material to best meet the needs of your particular group of students.

Thank you!

Shannon Dozoryst

Education and Outreach Coordinator
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About Th eatreworks USA

Th eatreworks USA is one of America’s largest and most 
prolifi c professional not-for-profi t theatres for young 
and family audiences.  Since 1961, Th eatreworks has 
enlightened, entertained and instructed over 78 million 
people in 49 states and Canada.

Every year, Th eatreworks USA tours approximately 16 
shows from an ever-growing repertoire of 117 plays and 
musicals.  Th eatreworks USA has a distinguished his-
tory of not only providing young audiences with their 
fi rst taste of the performing arts, but also giving young 
actors, writers, directors, and designers an early opportu-
nity to work in this fi eld.  Th eatreworks alumni include 
successful Tony-winning directors and actors, sitcom 
writers, and Broadway superstars.

Under the direction of Barbara Pasternack (Artistic 
Director) and Ken Arthur (Managing Director), Th e-
atreworks USA is one of the most honored theatres of 
its kind.  Th eatreworks USA’s goal is to give America’s 
children their fi rst thrilling day at the theatre!

Visit www.theatreworksusa.org for more information.
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ABOUT YOUNG AUDITORIUM AT UW-WHITEWATER

Th e Young Auditorium is located on the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
campus and serves both the campus and public communities.  Th e auditorium 
presents the highest quality arts and entertainment programming in a wide variety 
of disciplines for diverse audiences.  Th ere is something for everyone each season at 
Young Auditorium, including touring Broadway shows;  classical, jazz, rock, pop, 
and folk music; family entertainment; school matinee performances; world-class 
ballet and opera; comedy; and lectures. Th is season marks the Young Auditorium’s  
15th year of sensational performing arts programs under the big, blue roof.  

Th e ground breaking for the auditorium in June 1991 was made possible through 
the Irvin L. Young Foundation.  Th e Foundation, along with the auditorium, 
honors an individual whose name had long been associated with philanthropy 
and humanitarianism throughout the state of Wisconsin and around the world.  
From humble beginnings, without the advantages of a high school or college               
education, Mr. Irvin Young used his time, talents and strong entrepreneurial spirit 
to establish a variety of successful businesses.  Inspired by a business trip to Africa 
and the commitments he formed there, Mr. Young established the Irvin L. Young 
Foundation in 1949.  Mrs. Fern Young continued her husband’s benevolence 
until her death in January 2002.  Th ousands of people, both at home and abroad, 
have been positively aff ected by their kindness.  It is our goal that, by bearing Mr. 
Young’s name, we continue in his path of serving Wisconsin residents for years to 
come.

HORIZONS SCHOOL MATINEE SERIES

Th e mission of the Horizons program is to support the curriculum of schools 
by providing culturally diverse programs and outreach opportunities for K-12 
students.  Th is will be accomplished through 1) providing performances and 
hands-on, interactive outreach opportunities that cultivate an appreciation for the 
performing arts among young people that will last throughout their lives and 2) 
supporting teachers through professional development opportunities in the arts.  It 
is our vision that someday every K-12 student in the auditorium’s service region 
will attend a Horizon’s performance and/or participate in an outreach event each 
year.
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Seussical

This production is recommended for students in grades K-4.

Th e show is approximately 1 hour in length.

Curriculum Connections: Math, Science, Social Studies, Art, Music, Reading and Language 
Arts

SYNOPSIS

After an introduction to the characters in a song called “Oh, the Th inks you can Th ink,” the 
action begins with Horton the elephant splashing in a pool in the Jungle of Nool.  He hears 
a cry for help that no one else can hear coming from a dust speck.  Th e animals in the jungle 
don’t believe him and make fun of him.

Th e dust speck turns out to be the planet of Who, the tiniest planet in the sky.  Th e popula-
tions of Who introduces themselves in the song “Here on Who.”  A little Who boy, JoJo, 
is scolded by his parents for thinking outlandish thoughts.  JoJo and Horton sing the song 
“Alone in the Universe” about how nobody understands them.

Back in the jungle, Gertrude McFuzz, a bird, is sad because she has a tail with only one feather 
and Horton never notices her.  She talks to the very showy bird, Mayzie who suggests she visit 
the doctor for some feather growing pills.  Gertrude overdoes it and gets a huge tail as a result.

Th e animals are still torturing Horton about the dust speck he has placed on a clover.  Th ey 
get the evil eagle, Vlad Vladikoff  to steal the clover and drop it into an entire fi eld of clovers.  
Horton begins searching the fi eld for the Whos on the dust speck.  As he searches, Gertrude 
arrives and tries to get him to notice her new tail but he is so busy that she gives up and leaves.

While Horton searches, Mayzie the bird calls to him from her nest.  She complains that she is 
bored sitting on her egg and she asks if Horton could sit on it for her while she takes a break.  
Horton agrees and ends up sitting on the egg for months until some hunters fi nd him and 
take him and the tree to New York where they sell him to a circus.  Horton is very sad until 
Gertrude fi nds him.  She tells him the story of her tail which is now back to one feather.  But 
her best news is that she found his clover and saved the planet of Who.

Th eir troubles are not over however because the jungle animals put Horton on trial for talk-
ing to a dust speck and sitting on an egg.  Th ey plan on boiling the speck so Horton urges the 
Whos to shout as loud as they can so they can be heard.  Little JoJo gives a great yell and the 
jungle animals fi nally hear him.  Th ey all vow to protect the planet of Who along with Horton.  
Finally, Horton’s egg hatches and out comes an elephant bird.  Horton and Gertrude decide 
to take care of it together and combine their strengths: Horton’s on land and Gertrude’s in the 
air.
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What’s the Scoop on Dr. Seuss?

Th eodor Seuss Geisel, a.k.a. “Dr. Seuss”

 

Th eodor Seuss Geisel, better known as the beloved Dr. Seuss was born in 1904.   
He had a lifetime of great stories that have been known by all.  In his career, he 
has written and illustrated 44 children’s books, including Green Eggs and Ham, 
and Oh, the Places You’ll Go.   His books have been published in more than 
15 diff erent languages.  Th ey have touched both young and old hearts around 
the world.  Dr. Seuss has been honored with two Academy awards, two Emmy 
awards, a Peabody award and the Pulitzer Prize.   His work has also provided 
children’s television with eleven specials, and inspired a Broadway musical and 
several feature-length motion pictures.  His passion for cartooning has taken him 
to places he never thought he would go.  His lifetime of achievements has been 
unprecedented, and the creativity and originality of his work has sparked the 
imagination of all generations.             
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Bird Ball in the Jungle of Nool

 Once on a world on the top of a clover was a little town called Nool.  In Nool there were 
6 ducks, 6 turkeys, and 6 chickens.  How many birds lived in Nool? _______
 Nearby, there was also a Cat’s Mat where there lived 6 cats.  Th e birds of Nool often liked 
to get together for a bird dance.  For some reason the birds never invited the cats, which didn’t 
please the cats at all.  So the birds would meet in small communities in the nearby jungle to plan 
the dance and try to keep it a secret from the cats.
 Th e fi rst committee to meet in the jungle was the decorating committee, which had 2 
ducks and 1 chicken.  Th ey decided to decorate the jungle with popcorn streamers and straw 
confetti.  How many birds did the decorating? ________
 When they fi nished decorating, the birds danced together to celebrate.  Little did they 
know that while they were dancing, a cat snuck into the jungle and took away one of the ducks.  
How many birds were left in the barn? ________
 Th e other birds got scared and ran back to their nest.  How many birds were still in the 
jungle? ________
 Next, three turkeys came to the jungle along with 3 ducks to display their new dance 
costumes.  Th ey danced around each other admiring each other’s colorful costumes.  How many 
birds were showing off  their costumes? ________
 Two cats snuck in and tried to join in the costume parade.  How many animals were in 
the jungle?  ________ When the birds told them to leave, the 2 cats took 2 ducks and 1 turkey 
with them.  How many animals were in the jungle now? ________
 Th e other birds got scared and ran back to their nest.  Now 4 chickens, 2 turkeys and 
3 ducks came to the jungle to bring the snacks for the party and danced as they sampled the 
treats.  How many birds were dancing and eating snacks? ________
 Right away, 3 cats came and tried to eat the snacks.  How many animals were in the 
jungle?  ________
 Th e birds made them stop!  Now the birds asked where their other bird friends were.  Th e 
cats pointed toward the cat mat and said they only took the birds so that they could teach them 
how to dance.  With that, the birds agreed to teach the cats to dance and invite them to the 
jungle for a dance party if the cats returned all of their friends.  Th e 3 cats left the jungle.  How 
many animals were left in the barn?  ________ 
 All of the cats came back right away with all of the captured birds.  All of the animals 
joined in to celebrate!  How many animals attended the dance party in the jungle? ________
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Dr. Seuss Story Problems

1. I do not like green eggs and ham, I do not like them Sam-I-Am.  You do not like them, so 
you say.  “Have you tried 24 blueberry pancakes with 48 dollops of dream whip on top of 32 
green eggs and 16 ham chunks altogether,” I asked.  If you round these to the nearest ten and 
then add them together, how many things would you be eating?

2. Th e more things that you read, the more things that you know.  Th e more that you learn, the 
more places you’ll go.  If you read 25 pages in 45 minutes on Monday, 25 pages in 42 minutes 
on Tuesday, and 25 pages in 41 minutes on Wednesday, what is the total time in hours that you 
read in all three days?

3. Poor Mayzie had a daisy sprouting right out of her hair.  It grew 1/2 inch each day.  How 
many inches was this daisy in 2 weeks?  In 3 weeks?

4. Congratulations!  Today is your day!  You’re off  to Great Places traveling at 60 miles per hour.  
You’re off  and away!  How many miles would you have traveled if it took you 5 hours and 30 
minutes to get where you’re going?

5. Th e sun did not shine.  It was too wet to play.  It rained for 2 hours and 45 minutes on Tues-
day, then it rained 1 hour and 20 minutes the next day.  So we sat in the house all those cold. 
cold wet days.  How many hours did rain on both days?

6. Th e Cat in the Hat wanted to show the kids tricks.  He could hold up 12 cups, 2 bottles of 
milk, 3 pink cakes, 1 dozen books, 1 goldfi sh on a purple rake.  He could hold 2 toy ships and 2 
dozen toy men, and with his tail he could hold a red fan.  How many items was Th e Cat in the 
Hat holding all together before he fell?

7. Left foot, right foot, feet! feet! feet!  How many, many feet you meet.  With 22 classmates and 
1 teacher in your room, how many total feet are there in all?

8. Fame had knocked on Mayzie’s door.  Now she had it all - and more!  Piles of money, stacked 
in tens, but what is money without friends?  If Mayzie gave Ralph a stack of 13 tens, Judy a 
stack of 24 tens, and Phil a stack of 33 tens, how much money did Mayzie give away in all?
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Teacher Answer Key for Bird Ball and Story Problems

 Once on a world on the top of a clover was a little town called Nool. In Nool there were 6 
ducks, 6 turkeys, and 6 chickens.  How many birds lived in Nool? {6+6+6=18}
 Nearby, there was also a Cat’s Mat where there lived 6 cats.  Th e birds of Nool often liked 
to get together for a bird dance. For some reason the birds never invited the cats, which didn’t 
please the cats at all. So the birds would meet in small committees in the nearby jungle to plan 
the dance and try to keep it secret from the cats.
 Th e fi rst committee to meet in the jungle was the decorating committee, which had 2 
ducks and 1 chicken. Th ey decided to decorate the jungle with popcorn streamers and straw 
confetti.  How many birds are decorating? {2-1=3}
 When they fi nished decorating, they danced together to celebrate. Little did they know 
that while they were dancing, a cat snuck into the jungle and took away one of the ducks. How 
many birds in the barn? {3-1=2}
 Th e other birds got scared and ran back to their nest. How many birds in the jungle? {2-
2=0}  
 Th ree turkeys came to the jungle next along with 3 ducks to display their new dance 
costumes.  Th ey danced around each other admiring each other’s colorful costumes. How many 
birds are showing off  costumes? {3+3=6}
 Two cats snuck in and tried to join in the costume parade. How many animals in the 
jungle? {6+2=8}  When the birds told them to leave, the two cats took 2 ducks and 1 turkey with 
them. How many animals in the jungle now? {8-3=5}
 Th e other birds got scared and ran back to their nest.  Now 4 chickens, 2 turkeys, and 
3 ducks came to the jungle to bring the snacks for the party and danced as they sampled the 
treats. How many birds are dancing and eating snacks? {4+2+3=9}
 Right away, 3 cats came and tried to eat the snacks. How many animals in the
jungle? {9+3=12}
 Th e birds made them stop!  Now the birds asked where their other bird friends were. Th e 
cats pointed toward the cat mat and said they only took the birds so that they could teach them 
to dance. With that the birds agreed to teach the cats to dance and invite them to the jungle for 
a dance if they brought back all their friends.  Th e 3 cats left the jungle. How many animals in 
the barn? {12-3=9}
 All of the cats came back right away with all of the captured birds. How many animals 
attended the dance party in the jungle? {6x4=24}
All the animals joined in for a celebration!

Answers for Math Story Problems:
1) 120 things                                                                           5) 4 hours and 5 minutes
2) 128 minutes                                                                        6) 57 items
3) 7 inches and 10.5 inches or 10 and 1/2 inches       7) 23 people x 2 feet = 46 feet
4) 330 miles             8) 70 tens or $700.00



Reflecting on the Performance

Write a friendly letter - As a way to refl ect on the play, ask your students to write the Young Auditorium staff  
a letter.  Our staff  would love to hear what your students think about the Horizons productions they experi-
ence.  For your convenience there is a letter template on the next page that is ready for you to reproduce for your 
students.  Th is activity will provide your students with the opportunity to practice their writing skills by writing 
a critical evaluation of the Horizons performance for an authentic audience.

Write a Review - Create an idea map on the board by asking students to brainstorm everything they remem-
ber from the performance.  Th e fi rst part of this activity should be objective; remind students that they will be 
able to express their opinions when the write the review.  Prompt students with the following questions: What 
kinds of songs did they sing? In what diff erent ways did the actors use their voices? What costumes did the ac-
tors wear? How did the diff erent characters move? What did the set on the stage look like? What else can you 
remember?
 - Instruct students to write a review that includes the following components:
   1) A rating, out of fi ve stars
   2) One paragraph that objectively describes what you saw and heard at the performance
   3) For each star in your rating, explain one thing you liked about the performance (e.g. a four star rating
       equals four things you liked about the show)
   4) For each star under fi ve, explain one thing you didn’t like about the performance (e.g. a three star 
       rating equal two things you didn’t like about the show)
   5) Use at least two of the new vocabulary words from this study guide in your review
   6) Use the stages of the writing process to produce your review: pre-writing, draft, review, revise, edit
   7) Publish your work by sending it to Young Auditorium!  (Use the address on the letter template on
            the next page.)  We would love to hear from you, and our education coordinator will write back!

Create a Th eatre Journal - Download and reproduce the four Th eatre Journal pages available on the Young Au-
ditorium web site. www.uww.edu/youngauditorium/HorizonsSeries.php  Copy the pages back-to-back and fold 
them down the middle into a booklet.  Th ere are a variety of writing and drawing activities to stimulate your 
students’ imaginations before and after the play.
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Young Auditorium
Horizons School Matinee Series
930 W. Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

Dear Horizons:

My name is

I liked the play because

My favorite part was when

One question that I have is:

        Signed:

        
        ________________________________
        (your signature)
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Language Arts
A.4.2 Read, interpret, and critically analyze literature
A.4.3 Read and discuss literary and nonliterary texts in order to understand human experience
B.4.1 Create or produce writing to communicate with diff erent audiences for a variety of pur-
poses
C.4.1 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas eff ectively to diff erent audiences for 
a variety of purposes
D.4.1 Develop their vocabulary of words, phrases, and idioms as a means of improving commu-
nication

Social Studies
A.4.3 Construct a map of the world from memory, showing the location of major land masses, 
bodies of water, and mountain ranges
A.4.5 Use atlases, databases, grid systems, charts, graphs, and maps to gather information about 
the local community, Wisconsin, the United Stated, and the world
C.4.1 Identify and explain the individual’s responsibilities to family, peers, and the community, 
including the need for civility and respect for diversity
C.4.3 Explain how families, schools, and other groups develop, enforce, and change rules of be-
havior and explain how various behaviors promote or hinder cooperation
E.4.1 Explain the infl uence of prior knowledge, motivation, capabilities, personal interests, and 
other factors on individual learning
E.4.2 Explain the infl uence of factors such as family, neighborhood, personal interests, language, 
likes and dislikes, and accomplishments on individual identity and development
E.4.3 Describe how families are alike and diff erent, comparing characteristics such as size, hob-
bies, celebrations, where families live, and how they make a living
 

Science
E.4.7 Using the science themes, describe resources used in the home, community, and nation as a 
whole
F.4.3 Illustrate the diff erent ways that organisms grow through life stages and survive to produce 
new members of their type

Math
A.4.3 Connect mathematical learning with other subjects, personal experiences, current events, 
and personal interests
B.4.2 Determine the number of things in a set
B.4.5 In problem-solving situations involving whole numbers, select and effi  ciently use appropri-

ate computational procedures

Th eatre Education
A.4.1 Attend a live theatrical performance and be able to analyze, evaluate, and create personal 
meaning from the experience through small group discussion.
B.4.1 Pretend to be someone else, creating a character based on scripted material or through 
improvisation, using props, costume pieces, and ideas

Young Auditorium Study Guide:  Seussical                       27



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
(teachers & chaperones)
PLACE: All Horizons School Matinee Series performances will be held in Young Auditorium, on 
the UW-W campus.

TIME: The doors of the auditorium will be opened 30 minutes prior to curtain time.  Please ar-
range your schedule so the buses will arrive with time for seating and a bathroom stop.  Late 
arrivals will not be seated until there is an appropriate pause in the production.

BUSES: The east side of Lot 1 is reserved for buses that are staying for the duration of the 
Horizon’s performance.  Buses that are not staying will pull into Lot 2 and unload (and pick up) 
their students.  Please make sure that your bus driver receives the Bus Driver’s Memo.

WHEELCHAIR: All entrances are wheelchair accessible.  If you have upper level seats, use the 
elevator.  Main fl oor seats are on the same level as the lobby.  Please inform us at least 4 weeks 
in advance if you need wheelchair seating or any other special accommodations.

RESTROOM: Main fl oor men’s and women’s restrooms are located on each side of the auditori-
um.  On the upper level, the women’s restroom is on the south side and the men’s restroom is on 
the north side of the building.  Please try to limit your restroom visits to before or after the show.

SEATING: An auditorium escort has been assigned to your school.  The escort will direct you to 
your seats.  All seats are reserved; thus each group must adhere to the seating assignment and 
may use only the number of seats reserved.  Please plan to have chaperones seated with the 
students under their supervision.  Chaperones - please do not bring infants/babies to the school 
matinee performance.

After all the students and respective chaperones have been seated, please settle in and remain 
seated during the entire show.  No one should leave the hall until after the fi nal curtain, except in 
the case of emergency.  Leaving during the performance is exceedingly distracting for both the 
performers and members of the audience.  If students must leave during the performance for any 
reason, re-entry into the auditorium will be allowed only when there is an appropriate pause in 
the program.

CAMERAS/ RECORDERS AND CELL PHONES: The use of cameras or recorders during any 
performance is strictly forbidden.  Please do not bring them to the program.  Cell phones must be 
turned off for the duration of the program.  We encourage you to ask your students not to bring 
cell phones with them to the theatre.

FOOD, drinks, and chewing gum are not permitted in the auditorium.

EMERGENCY: Please contact the nearest usher in case of emergency.



LOST ARTICLES: Report lost articles to the house manager, or call 262-472-4444.

EXITING: Please disperse in an orderly manner.  Teachers and chaperones have the respon-
sibility of keeping their group together.  Ushers are not assigned to oversee your exit from the 
building.

BUS PICK-UP: Your bus pick-up will be the same place as the drop-off.

LUNCH: Local fast food establishments and restaurants, as well as UW-W campus dining (262-
472-1161) are happy to accommodate your group for lunch.  Please make advanced arrange-
ments to promote effi cient service.

LUNCH SPACE: Schools may request a place to eat their bag lunches.  Young Auditorium can 
accommodate a very limited number of people eating lunch picnic-style seated on the fl oor.  This 
must be scheduled in advance.  You will receive an admission slip in the mail confi rming lunch 
space, which you must bring along with your lunches.

We thank you, in advance, for cooperating in implementing these procedures, giving all audience 
members the opportunity to sit back, relax, and enjoy the show.

Thank you for coming – we appreciate having you as a part of the Horizons program! 

SPECIAL NOTE: Please print the Bus Driver Memo/ Map from our web site and give it to your 
driver on the day of the show! 

Policies
Please note the following policies are in place to ensure enjoyment for all!

The house opens at least one-half hour before the curtain. 

A seat must be purchased for everyone attending an event, including teachers, chaper-
ones, and bus drivers. 

Timing is everything . . . so don’t be late! Performances begin at 10:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
so plan to arrive at the theater 30 minutes early.  

Patrons arriving late are seated in the closest available seats at a suitable pause in the       
performance. 



UW-Whitewater/ Young Auditorium
930 W. Main Street

Whitewater, WI 53190
262-472-4444 (main offi  ce)

262-472-4400 (fax)
www.uww.edu/youngauditorium

Shannon Dozoryst
Coordinator of Education and Outreach

262-472-1432 (offi  ce)
262-472-4400 (fax)
dozoryss@uww.edu

www.uww.edu/youngauditorium/horizonsSeries.php

Staff :

Ken Kohberger, Director

Shannon Dozoryst, Education and Outreach Coordinator
Malinda Hunter, Offi  ce Manager

Leslie LaMuro, Marketing Director
Michael Morrissey, Audience Services Coordinator

David Nees, Technical Director
Ben Strand, Development Director

The Horizons School Matinee Series is funded cooperatively by the               
         University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, participating schools, grants from 
the Wisconsin Arts Board, Dorothy Remp Elmer Children’s Arts Outreach                                              

Endowment, and Target, and a partnership with the National Endowment for the 
Arts, in addition to various public and private institutions.  Young Auditorium is 

a non-profit organization under Section 115 of the Internal Revenue Code.

The Dorothy Remp Elmer 
Children’s Arts Outreach Endowment


