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Proposal Information:
Total number of credit units in program:

Before Change:  58
After Change:  58
1. Catalog Description of Program:

The Political Science Legal Studies Emphasis provides students with a comprehensive and interdisciplinary course of study in public law.  This emphasis is designed for students interested in pre-law preparation, graduate studies, or careers in a variety of law related fields.  
2. Student Learning Objectives of the Program:
Students will:

1.
Develop analytical and critical thinking skills appropriate to the study of legal issues and legal problems in the United States and internationally.
2.
Demonstrate a broad understanding of public law by successfully completing courses across the curriculum including courses that emphasize diverse perspectives/cultures.
3.
Investigate and explain current legal issues using appropriate legal research methodology and legal writing skills.
4.
Analyze other political phenomena and gain civic knowledge through successful completion of courses required of all political science majors.
5.
Develop quantitative literacy and specialized written communication skills appropriate to the discipline. 
6.
Gain applied experience through participation in a legal internship/externship.

7.
Prepare for a career in a legal related field, graduate school, or law school. 

3. List of courses to be included in the program:
Required:  (22 units)

1.
POLITICAL SCIENCE 101   INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE  
POLITICAL SCIENCE 141   AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

POLITICAL SCIENCE 240   LAW AND SOCIETY

POLITICAL SCIENCE 301   POLITICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH METHODS

POLITICAL SCIENCE 302   WRITING IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

POLITICAL SCIENCE 418
LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING

POLITICAL SCIENCE 419
THE JUDICIAL PROCESS
POLITICAL SCIENCE 493  
INTERNSHIP IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

2.
SELECT SIX – NINE UNITS 


POLITICAL SCIENCE 413  CONSTITUTIONAL LAW


POLITICAL SCIENCE 414 CONSTITUTION and CIVIL LIBERTIES


POLITICAL SCIENCE 415  CONSTITUITON and CRIMINAL JUSTICE


POLITICAL SCIENCE 416  CONSTITUTION and CIVIL RIGHTS


POLITICAL SCIENCE 350  INTERNATIONAL LAW

3.
SELECT THREE UNITS FROM COURSES – AREA 1 – AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:   (NOTE:  NO PUBLIC LAW COURSES MAY BE USED TO SATISFY THIS REQUIREMENT)

POLITICAL SCIENCE 314
MEDIA AND AMERICAN POLITICS


POLITICAL SCIENCE 315 
WOMEN IN POLITICS


POLITICAL SCIENCE 317
THE AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE PROCESS


POLITICAL SCIENCE 318 
THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY


POLITICAL SCIENCE 319
AMERICAN POLITICAL PARTIES & ELECTIONS


POLITICAL SCIENCE 321
AMERICAN INTEREST GROUP POLITICS

POLITICAL SCIENCE 344
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT


POLITICAL SCIENCE 357
PUBLIC OPINION & POLITICAL BEHAVIOR


POLITICAL SCIENCE 446
POLITICS OF THE METROPOLIS
4.
SELECT THREE UNITS FROM COURSES – AREA 2 – PUBLIC POLICY & ADMINISTRATION:

POLITICAL SCIENCE 316 
POLICE & CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION

POLITICAL SCIENCE 320
PUBLIC POLICY & ADMINISTRATION


POLITICAL SCIENCE 330
PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS

POLITICAL SCIENCE 331
U.S. DISABILITY POLITICS & POLICY


POLITICAL SCIENCE 343
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS & POLICY

POLITICAL SCIENCE 421
PUBLIC PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION


POLITICAL SCIENCE 430
FORMATION OF PUBLIC POLICY


POLITICAL SCIENCE 440
POLITICS OF GOVERNMENT BUDGETING


POLITICAL SCIENCE 489
SEMINAR IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

5.
SELECT THREE UNITS FROM COURSES – AREA 3 – COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT:


POLITICAL SCIENCE 345   FEDERALISM


POLITICAL SCIENCE 352  COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT – EUROPE

POLITICAL SCIENCE 456  GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF LATIN AMERICA

POLITICAL SCIENCE 460  GOVERNMENT & POLITICS OF ASIA


POLITICAL SCIENCE 461  GOVERNMENT & POLITICS OF AFRICA


POLITICAL SCIENCE 471  GOVERNMENT & POLITICS in the MIDDLE EAST

POLITICAL SCIENCE 472  GOVERNMENT & POLITICS OF CHINA

POLITICAL SCIENCE 480  GOVERNMENT & POLITICS OF JAPAN

6.
SELECT THREE UNITS FROM COURSES – AREA 4 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:

POLITICAL SCIENCE 340  POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT


POLITICAL SICENCE 351  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS


POLITICAL SCIENCE 457  AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY


POLITICAL SCIENCE 463  PEACE STUDIES:  CONFLICT RESOLUTION & CRISIS MANAGEMENT


POLITICAL SCIENCE 464  WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

7.
SELECT THREE UNITS FROM COURSES – AREA 5 – POLITICAL THEORY:

POLITICAL SCIENCE 365  BLACK POLITICAL & SOCIAL THOUGHT


POLITICAL SICENCE 411  MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT


POLITICAL SCIENCE 412  CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THOUGHT


POLITICAL SCIENCE 420  AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT

8.
SELECT SIX TO NINE UNITS FROM COURSES – FINANCE BUSINESS LAW:

FINANCE BUSINESS LAW 341  BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LAW

FINANCE BUSINESS LAW 342  ADVANCED BUSINESS AND COMMERICAL
LAW


FINANCE BUSINESS LAW 440  WATER LAW

FINANCE BUSINESS LAW 442  ESTATES AND TRUSTS


FINANCE BUSINESS LAW 443  LABOR LAW


FINANCE BUSINESS LAW 455  ADMINISTRATIVE LAW AND GOVERNMENT

9. 
SELECT  THREE TO NINE UNITS FROM COURSES:   (NOTE NO MORE THAN SIX UNITS MAY BE TAKEN FROM THE SAME DEPARTMENT)

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 321 CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION

HISTORY 425   HISTORY OF AMERICAN INDIAN LAW AND POLICY


PHILO
SOPHY 241    INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
PHILOSOPHY 251    LOGIC

SAFETY 453 
            FUNDAMENTALS OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

SOCIOLOGY 276      INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY

SOCIOLOGY 365      SOCIOLOGY OF LAW

COMM 328
  
COMMUNICATION CONFLICT RESOLUTION
COMM 345

PERSUASION

JOURNALISM 420   LAW OF MASS COMMUNICATION

WOMENS STUDIES 380  GENDER, LAW and POLICY
MILESTONES

SENIOR EXIT SURVEY
ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR THE PROGRAM
The Legal Studies Emphasis in Political Science includes continuous and systematic assessment of student progress.  The department of political science aligns its assessment methods and activities with LEAP goals and essential learning outcomes (ELOs); as such, the Legal Studies Emphasis is incorporating this model.  Special emphasis is placed upon writing, critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and information literacy.  Assignments and activities are designed to help students develop necessary skills to acquire knowledge, both theoretical and applied, of law and politics.  Various techniques of assessment, including activities embedded within courses, are used to evaluate student progress meaningfully, and provide feedback to students as they successfully navigate through coursework, the emphasis, and the major. 
RESOURCES NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM

The new emphasis can be initiated and supported for now by existing resources within the department without requiring additional staffing or equipment.  

STUDENT NEED/DEMAND FOR THE PROGRAM

Pre-law is currently listed as a pre-professional program at UW-Whitewater; however, this is not a structured major program like other emphases or majors (e.g., Biology and Pre-Biomedical Emphasis; Psychology and Scientist-Practitioner Graduate School Preparation Emphasis).   Existing and prospective students frequently inquire about pre-law expecting that it will be a formal program offered through the political science department, and/or the College of Letters and Sciences, and this is not the case. An emphasis in Legal Studies as proposed will provide interested students with the opportunity to enroll in a thoughtfully constructed program that is interdisciplinary, and housed within an appropriate major, for legal studies.  In addition to student demand, the Dean of the College of Letters and Sciences and the Audit and Review Committee (2012) have offered support for the creation of this emphasis.
RELATION OF THE PROGRAM TO OTHER PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS, IN THE UW SYSTEM, AND IN THE REGION

The legal studies emphasis will fill a void on campus by providing students interested in legal careers, law school, or graduate school with a concrete program designed to introduce them to the study of law that includes both breadth and depth.  It will complement other pre-professional programs that are currently offered as tracks or emphases within existing majors (see Biology and Psychology).  It will also provide interested students the opportunity to take a number of germane courses outside of the political science department since it is interdisciplinary.
Most campuses within the UW-System follow a model similar to that of the pre-law, pre-professional major at UW-Whitewater: i.e., pre-law is a pre-professional program or option, but there is no formal structure, emphasis, or major.  Like UW-Whitewater, students at other campuses in the system are required to design their own course of study if they are interested in pre-law.  Some campuses, such as UW-Eau Claire, formally advise students on pre-law preparation in the Political Science Department, but do not have a pre-law emphasis or major.  UW-Green Bay, UW-Milwaukee, and UW-Madison note on their various websites that most law schools advise students that the best preparation for law school is a “solid liberal arts education” since it emphasizes critical thinking, analytical reasoning, and writing.  Additionally, strong oral communication skills are also very desirable for students interested in practicing law. Across the system, at the department level, many campuses also highlight that political science is a very good option for students interested in careers in law (e.g., UW-La Crosse, Department of Political Science and Public Administration.)

One noteworthy exception in the UW-System is UW-Superior.  UW-Superior created a legal studies major to accompany its legal studies minor in 1997. The decision to create the major at UW-Superior was based upon high student demand and the understanding that law is becoming integral to a variety of diverse fields and occupations.  
This emphasis will also be advantageous for students who seek to go to graduate school and study political science.  Law and Courts/Judicial Politics is a very active subfield within the discipline.  Demand for well-prepared students is always high at Ph.D. granting institutions, and the placement for successful candidates is stable.  It is extremely common for a department of political science, government, or justice studies, to have faculty who have Ph.Ds. in political science with subfields/expertise in law and courts, or jurisprudence/legal studies, regardless of the size of their staffs.  One of the reasons for this commonality is the fact that political science/government is the most often selected major for students interested in law.  Therefore, most pre-law advising and pre-legal studies, however constituted, are housed within political science or government departments.
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