University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
Sociology 475 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Criminological Theory
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Criminological Theory


Sponsor(s):  
Ronald Berger and Larry Neuman
Department(s):
Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminal Justice
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
Sociology and Criminology
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
SOCIOLGY 276
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Sociology, Anthropology, Criminal Justice 
Instructor:
Greg Jeffers (and new hire for Fall 2013)

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48 
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification: There is a need for a theory course as a requirement for a new Criminology major.


Relationship to program assessment objectives: Assessment objectives for the Criminology program are being revised in Fall 2012, but one objective is that all students will be familiar with the basic theories in criminology and be able to compare-contrast them in terms of empirical support and policy implications.
Budgetary impact: A new tenure-track faculty position has been authorized and recruitment is taking place in Fall 2012.  This person will have primary responsibility for teaching the course.
Course description: (50 word limit)


An in-depth survey of criminological theory with an emphasis on sociological criminology. The empirical research and policy applications of different theoretical perspectives will also be examined.

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus: See below.
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Sociology 376

CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY

Course Description: An in-depth survey of criminological theory with an emphasis on sociological criminology. The empirical research and policy applications of different theoretical perspectives will also be examined.

Course Objectives:  To develop students’ abilities to critically evaluate:

the assumptions and logical propositions of different individualistic, microsociological and 

macrosociological theories.

the empirical research that affirms and/or disconfirms particular theories.

the policy applications of particular theories and assess empirical evidence regarding their efficacy and/or nonefficacy.

Required Text:  Criminological Theories: Introduction, Evaluation, and Application, 5th ed. Ronald L. Akers and Christine S. Sellers (Oxford University Press, 2009).

Course Outline:

Week 1:  Introduction to Criminological Theory

Week 2:  Deterrence and Rational Choice Theory

Week 3:  Biological Theory

Week 4:  Psychological Theory

Weeks 5 and 6:  Social Learning Theory

Week 7:  Social Bonding and Control Theories

Week 8:  Labeling and Reintegrative Shaming Theory 

Weeks 9 and 10:  Social Disorganization, Anomie, and Strain Theories

Weeks 11:  Conflict Theory

Week 12:  Marxist and Critical Theory

Week 13:  Feminist Theory

Weeks 14 and 15:  Integrating Criminological Theories

Grading Criteria and Course Policies
Exams (3):                                     20% for each exam = 60% of course grade 

Papers:                                           30% of course grade

Class attendance & participation:  10% of course grade

Attendance:  I will be recording attendance each day of class. If you need to leave early for a particular reason, please inform me at the beginning of the class period. Students who leave early without prior notification will be counted as absent for the day.  

If illness or other excused absence prevents you from taking an exam or submitting a required paper on the scheduled date, you should try to notify me in advance and be prepared to provide verification if I request it. I will not accept papers on material covered in class that is missed due to an unexcused absence. As for excused absences, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and make up missing work in a timely manner. I will not accept missing work at the end of the semester for assignments that should have been completed much earlier.

Paper Guidelines:  Papers for the course should be submitted in hard copy at the beginning of the class period they are due. If your printer is not working, I will occasionally accept email attachments on a case-by-case basis. Please use Times New Roman 11 or 12 point font, with one inch margins and double-spacing. Points will be deducted for papers that do not conform to these guidelines.

Classroom Etiquette:  Please observe appropriate classroom etiquette. This includes arriving to class on time and not packing up your materials five minutes before the class is finished. Talking to the person sitting next to you should be limited to the subject matter that is being considered in class. If you feel compelled to do this, please do so quietly and be prepared to share your comments with the rest of the class. Also, please do not read or do homework for another class; and please turn off your cell phones and do not text-message in class, including during the times we are watching documentary films. Students who text-message during class will be counted as absent for the day.

Lastly, there will be no video or audio recording of what transpires in class, and no use of laptops without my prior permission, because in most instances I have found that students mainly use it to surf the Internet, check their e-mail or Facebook, or do homework for another class. If you think you need a laptop to take notes in class, I will consider exceptions on a case-by-case basis, and in those approved cases, you should be prepared to show me your notes at the end of each class period.  

Overall, repeated disregard of these etiquette guidelines will result in a lowering of the attendance/participation portion of your grade and perhaps your final grade for the course.

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Academic Policy:  UWW is dedicated to a safe, supportive, and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all students to familiarize themselves with UWW policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Belief Accommodation, Discrimination, and Absence for University Sponsored Events. 
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