
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #2

Change in Degree, Major, or Submajor

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Type of Action:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Degree:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Program Title:
Biology- Honors


GPA Requirement for the Major/Submajor:
3.4
Sponsor(s):  
Ellen Davis


Department(s):
Biological Sciences


College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures for Form #2)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
54
After change
54


1. Exact description of request:

Summary We are changing the GPA requirement from a combined cumulative GPA to a requirement that includes only the UWW credits for determining eligibility for the honors emphasis.
From (as listed in catalog and on AR)

BIOLOGY - HONORS EMPHASIS

MAJOR - 54 UNITS

(3.40 COMBINED CUMULATIVE GPA; 3.40 GPA WITHIN THE MAJOR)

 

1. BIOLOGY 303

2. BIOLOGY 141 AND BIOLOGY 142

3. BIOLOGY 251, BIOLOGY 253, BIOLOGY 254 AND BIOLOGY 257

4. BIOLOGY 446

5. BIOLOGY 390, BIOLOGY 400

6. BOTH PHYSCS 140 AND 141 OR BOTH PHYSCS 180 AND 181

7. BIOLOGY 499 (FIRST SEMESTER) - COMPLETE 2 UNITS THESIS IN BIOLOGY

8. BIOLOGY 499 (SECOND SEMESTER) - COMPLETE 3 UNITS THESIS IN BIOLOGY

9. SELECT ADDITIONAL UNITS OF BIOLOGY ELECTIVES NUMBERED ABOVE 250 EXCEPT FOR BIOLOGY 303, BIOLOGY 498R AND BIOLOGY 499, TO TOTAL 54 UNITS IN THE MAJOR

UNIQUE AND WRITING REQUIREMENTS - 20 UNITS

1. MATH 253

2. CHEM 102, CHEM 104

3. SELECT FIVE ADDITIONAL UNITS OF CHEMISTRY NUMBERED ABOVE 200

NO MINOR IS REQUIRED

To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)

BIOLOGY - HONORS EMPHASIS

MAJOR - 54 UNITS

(3.40 UWW CUMULATIVE GPA; 3.40 UWW GPA WITHIN THE MAJOR)

 

1. BIOLOGY 303

2. BIOLOGY 141 AND BIOLOGY 142

3. BIOLOGY 251, BIOLOGY 253, BIOLOGY 254 AND BIOLOGY 257

4. BIOLOGY 446

5. BIOLOGY 390, BIOLOGY 400

6. BOTH PHYSCS 140 AND 141 OR BOTH PHYSCS 180 AND 181

7. BIOLOGY 499 (FIRST SEMESTER) - COMPLETE 2 UNITS THESIS IN BIOLOGY

8. BIOLOGY 499 (SECOND SEMESTER) - COMPLETE 3 UNITS THESIS IN BIOLOGY

9. SELECT ADDITIONAL UNITS OF BIOLOGY ELECTIVES NUMBERED ABOVE 250 EXCEPT FOR BIOLOGY 303, BIOLOGY 498R AND BIOLOGY 499, TO TOTAL 54 UNITS IN THE MAJOR

UNIQUE AND WRITING REQUIREMENTS - 20 UNITS

1. MATH 253

2. CHEM 102, CHEM 104

3. SELECT FIVE ADDITIONAL UNITS OF CHEMISTRY NUMBERED ABOVE 200

NO MINOR IS REQUIRED
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives: This change is largely aimed at helping to place transfer students into appropriate courses and programs so that they can progress and graduate as efficiently as possible. 
3. Rationale: Currently, a significant proportion of students transfer to UWW with GPAs high enough to qualify for the Biology honors emphasis, but which they are not able to maintain, in part because UWW is perhaps more rigorous than programs they are transferring from. These students may initially opt for the honors emphasis, but then subsequently are forced out of that emphasis due to GPA requirements. Sometimes, this leads to extra credits or semesters to complete requirements in the subsequent emphasis. By requiring students (whether freshmen or transfer) to establish success at UWW before opting for the honors emphasis, we can help students to save time and reduce frustration.
4. Cost Implications: None.
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