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New Course

Effective Term:
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Subject Area - Course Number:
Political Science 410 
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Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Ancient and Medieval Political Thought: Greek, Roman, Christian
25-Character Abbreviation:  
AncientPoliticalThought


Sponsor(s):  
Edward W. Gimbel
Department(s):
Political Science
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 FORMDROPDOWN 
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Prerequisites:
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
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College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Political Science
Instructor:
Gimbel
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Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 
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Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification:


It is a cliché to observe that the culture, philosophy, and political traditions of the Western world have their roots in Ancient Greece and Rome. Like many clichés this observation has an element of truth to it, but also serves as a tremendous simplification. This course will introduce the student to these foundational ideas and to the historical context within which they were articulated. Through the course of the semester we will come to see that what we call “the ancient world” of Greece and Rome was fraught with political turmoil and transformation, and that this strife gave rise to a diverse and rich body of political thought. From the formation of the Greek city-states (or poleis) through its absorption by the empires of Alexander and, eventually, Rome and Christendom, the Western political tradition has followed many twists and turns.  And the tradition of political theory (theoria) that has served as the lens with which the political world can be scrutinized and the foundation upon which political ideas can be built, has followed a similarly circuitous path. This course will follow these paths, engaging along the way with thinkers as diverse as Thucydides, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, and Thomas Aquinas, observing how they struggled in their work to make sense of the political world, and how their observations remain relevant in a contemporary world that is so inclined to leave them behind as antiquated or outdated. While the contexts within which these thinkers worked were diverse, and their approaches equally varied, each work resonates with our own experiences in the contemporary world, helping us to think critically and politically about the world around us.
Relationship to program assessment objectives:


This course is designed to contribute to the major program of study in political science and to connect to students’ learning experiences throughout the curriculum through the development of specific knowledge and skills in keeping with LEAP essential learning outcomes. Knowledge of human cultures forms a key component of the course with its focus on enduring questions of the relationship between the individual and the political order throughout early history. This knowledge will be acquired and displayed through critical inquiry requiring in-depth engagement with historical texts that are both challenging and foreign to the students’ own context. Students will be required to develop and display these critical inquiry skills through progressively more challenging writing assignments and in-class activities designed to encourage the student to reflect on both the ever-changing cultural context of political life and on the enduring political problems that have characterized all eras of human history. Additionally, the profound connection between ethical reasoning and political action that is developed by so many of the thinkers in this tradition will inform the students’ own ethics of personal and social responsibility, laying the groundwork for ethical civic engagement.
The assignments for this course include a substantial amount of both informal and formal writing, and exams that are designed to test comprehension and engagement with difficult texts in the history of political thought. Students are required to write informal responses to each week’s readings as part of their preparation for class, and will choose three of these informal responses to develop into more formal, reflective papers. These short papers will provide a framework for a more fully developed final paper that will require the student to make connections between diverse texts and to develop their own informed opinion about questions of enduring political importance.
Budgetary impact:


The budgetary impact will be minimal since it will be part of the instructor’s load and course rotation.

Course description: (50 word limit)


This course will examine the political thought of the ancient and medieval worlds, focusing on the Greek, Roman, and early Christian periods. Through study of texts by Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, and others, this course will highlight how these texts both reflect their own times, and inform political thinking today.
Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
Aristotle. 1992. Eudemian ethics: Books I, II, and VIII.  Edited by M. Woods. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Aristotle. 1995. The Politics. Translated by E. Barker. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Aristotle. 1998 The Nicomachean ethics. Translated by W. D. Ross. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Augustine. 1958. City of God [Abridged]. Edited by V. Bourke. New York: Image Books.
Aquinas, Thomas. 1987. On Ethics and Politics. Translated and Edited by P. Sigmund. New York: W.W. Norton and Co.
Broadie, Sarah. 1991. Ethics with Aristotle. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Cape, Robert W. Jr. 2003. “Cicero and the development of prudential practice at Rome.” In Hariman, Robert (Ed.) Prudence: Classical virtue, postmodern practice. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press. 35-66.

Cicero, Marcus Tullius. 1999. On the Commonwealth and On the Laws. Translated and edited by J. Zetzel. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Gadamer, Hans-Georg. 1986. The Idea of the good in Platonic-Aristotelian philosophy. Translated by P. C. Smith. New Haven: Yale University Press.

Hariman, Robert (Ed.) 2003. Prudence: Classical virtue, postmodern practice. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press.

Knight, Kelvin. 2007. Aristotelian Philosophy: Ethics and politics from Aristotle To MacIntyre. Malden, MA: Polity Press.

Plato. 1992. Republic. Translated and edited by G.M.A. Grube and C.D.C. Reeve. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company.

Plato. 2011. The Last Days of Socrates. Translated and edited by C. Rowe. New York: Penguin Classics.
Radasanu, Andrea (Ed.). 2010. The Pious Sex: Essays on Women and Religion in the History of Political Thought. Lanham: Lexington Books.
Sherman, Nancy. 1997. Making a necessity of virtue: Aristotle and Kant on virtue. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Sterba, James P. 2002. Social and Political Philosophy: Classical Western Texts in Feminist and Multicultural Perspectives. Beverly, MA: Wadsworth Publishing.
Thucydides. 1982. The Peloponnesian War. Translated and edited by T.E. Wick and R. Crawley. New York: Random House.
Yack, Bernard. 1993. The problems of a political animal: Community, justice, and conflict in Aristotelian political thought. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Course Objectives and tentative course syllabus with mandatory information:
Course Objectives:

Students will:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the political history of the Ancient and Medieval world, with particular attention to the transitions from Greek to Roman and from Roman to Christian contexts through class discussion and writing assignments.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the key concepts central to political thought developed in the Classical period through writing assignments including an analytical final paper.

3. Develop the critical reading skills necessary to examine complex philosophical texts through class reading assignments including readings devoted to interpretive practice.

4. Analyze the relationship between historical contexts and political thought, including how changing contexts influence conceptual change by preparing for and completing in-class examinations. 

5. Investigate and explain the connections between the political thought of antiquity and the political thought of today through in-class discussion and writing.
Political Science 410: 

Ancient and Medieval Political Thought: Greeks, Romans, and Christians
Professor Edward W. Gimbel

Office: Laurentide Hall 5124

Email: gimbele@uww.edu

Phone: 262-472-1532

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 1-2, Tuesday 9-Noon, and by appointment

Course Overview:
It is a cliché to observe that the culture, philosophy, and political traditions of the Western world have their roots in Ancient Greece and Rome. Like many clichés this observation has an element of truth to it, but also serves as a tremendous simplification. This course will introduce the student to these foundational ideas and to the historical context within which they were articulated. Through the course of the semester we will come to see that what we call “the ancient world” of Greece and Rome was fraught with political turmoil and transformation, and that this strife gave rise to a diverse and rich body of political thought. From the formation of the Greek city-states (or poleis) through its absorption by the empires of Alexander and, eventually, Rome and Christendom, the Western political tradition has followed many twists and turns.  And the tradition of political theory (theoria) that has served as the lens with which the political world can be scrutinized and the foundation upon which political ideas can be built, has followed a similarly circuitous path. This course will follow these paths, engaging along the way with thinkers as diverse as Thucydides, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, and Thomas Aquinas, observing how they struggled in their work to make sense of the political world, and how their observations remain relevant in a contemporary world that is so inclined to leave them behind as antiquated or outdated. While the contexts within which these thinkers worked were diverse, and their approaches equally varied, each work resonates with our own experiences in the contemporary world, helping us to think critically and politically about the world around us.
Texts:
Required:
Thucydides

The Peloponnesian War (Modern Library)

Plato


The Last Days of Socrates (Penguin)

Plato


The Republic (Hackett)

Aristotle


Politics (Oxford)

Aristotle


The Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford)

Cicero


On the Commonwealth and On the Laws (Cambridge)

Augustine

City of God (Doubleday/Image)

Aquinas, Thomas

On Politics and Ethics (Norton)

Recommended:

Finley, M.I.

Politics in the Ancient World
Additional texts will be distributed as necessary by way of the course webpage.

In-class lectures and discussions will be focused on the readings assigned from these texts.  That being the case, students should always bring their textbooks or other readings with them to class.

Course Format:
The general format of the class will be lecture, interspersed with question and answer, small group work, and open discussion of the texts for the week.  To aid in the reading of each week's author I will distribute discussion questions designed to help focus students' reading.  Students are encouraged to write out short, informal responses to these questions in order to assist in their reading comprehension and prepare them for in-class discussion.  

Assignments:
The formal requirements for this class include:

1. One final paper (8-10 pages): This will be an analytical (not research) paper. This means reading the required texts for the class will be sufficient for writing the paper.  You will not have to do extra research, but a close and critical reading of the texts is necessary for a good grade. I will distribute the questions and instructions for the paper assignment two weeks before it is due. I will also discuss and explain the expectations for a quality paper at that time;

2. Two exams, short essay format, asking students to identify and respond to selections from the assigned texts;

3. Three formal reading responses (2-4 pages each): At the close of each of the three central divisions of the class (Athens—The School of Hellas, The Epoch of the Polis as Political Community, and Rise of the Eternal City: Rome) students will turn in a more developed version of one of their reading responses for that division.  

NOTE: While the reading load for this class is (usually) not demanding in terms of the number of pages assigned, it is EXTREMELY DEMANDING in terms of content.  It is absolutely essential that students keep up with the readings and attend lectures.  Toward this end, the instructor may at his discretion administer unannounced reading quizzes.  These quizzes will be quite easy provided that a) the student has done the reading and b) the student is in class to take the quiz.  Students will not be allowed to make up missed quizzes, but each student's lowest quiz grade will not count toward the final grade.

Attendance Policy:

While I do not make a habit of taking attendance daily, periodic checks on attendance will take the form of unannounced quizzes (discussed above) and in-class work. These attendance checks may not be “made up” or compensated for with “extra credit” assignments. In addition, attendance for all formal assignments (formal debates or discussions, exams, etc.) is mandatory and likewise cannot be made up or compensated for. Exceptions may be granted at my discretion in cases of absence due to participation in sanctioned University events, religious observances, illness, or family/personal tragedy. If an exception is to be granted, I will need prior notice whenever practical, and written documentation in instances where prior approval is impossible.

Non-Discrimination:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures") (UWS Chapter 17).
Grade Breakdown:
Final grades will be calculated on the following basis:


Final Paper

30%


Exam 1


20%


Exam 2


25%


Reading Responses
15%


Participation/quizzes
10%

Grading Scale:

	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	Qualitative Evaluation (What each grade “means”)

	A
	93 – 100
	“A” grades represent excellent work that far exceeds basic expectations

	A-
	90 – 92
	

	B+
	87 – 89 
	

	B
	83 – 86 
	“B” grades represent very good work that exceeds basic expectations

	B-
	80 – 82 
	

	C+
	77 – 79 
	

	C
	73 – 76
	“C” grades represent good work that meets basic expectations

	C-
	70 – 72 
	

	D+
	67 – 69 
	

	D
	63 – 66 
	“D” grades represent work that falls below basic expectations

	D-
	60 – 62 
	

	F
	Below 60
	“F” grades represent work that fails to meet requirements


A Note on Courtesy:
Students are expected to observe some rules of common courtesy including but not limited to the following:

•
Come to class on time and stay for the duration.  Coming late and leaving early are distracting to both the instructor and your fellow students.  If for some reason you have to be late or must leave early one day, tell me before the moment in question and then arrive/depart as unobtrusively as possible. (If you think this will become habitual, don’t take the class).

•
Electronic devices including cellphones, personal organizers, music players, etc. should be turned off before class begins.  Laptop use for note taking during lecture is acceptable. If you plan to take notes on a laptop please let me know in advance, otherwise I will assume that you are making use of the University's Wi-Fi network, checking Facebook, etc. and will ask you to shut your machine off. LAPTOPS MUST BE SHUT OFF DURING DISCUSSIONS.

•
Students will be expected to interact with one another and with the instructor with respect.  Political theory can be contentious and disagreements are to be expected, but discourtesy and verbal abuse of any kind will not be tolerated.

•
Students should not bring food into the classroom.

Schedule:

The following is a tentative schedule for the semester, and is subject to change, augmentation, and reconfiguration as the semester progresses.
I: The World of the Greeks

Week 1:

Course Introduction





Readings
•
Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War Book I (pp. 1-86)


Recommended:

· M.I. Finley, Politics in the Ancient World Chapters 1-3

II: Athens—The School of Hellas

Week 2

The Glory and Pride of Athens





Readings
•
Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War 

Book II: pp. 87-99; 106-127; 130-135; 146-147 [Sections 93, 94]

Book III: pp. 154-202; 211-212 [104]

Book IV: pp. 220-244; 252-256 [58-65]; 259 [70]; 264-270 [78-88]; 278-286 [102-117]; 296-297 [133-135]
Week 3:

Thucydides as Witness: Theory as Tragedy





Readings
•
Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War
Book V: pp.298-316 [1-29]; 325-331 [43-50]; 332-333 [52-55]; 341-357

Book VI: pp. 361-378 [6-32]; 378-401 [33-71]

Book VII: pp. 424-433 [1-17]; 449-481

Book VIII: pp. 482-484 [1-4]; 505-513 [44-54]; 517-527 [63-78]; 534-542 [88-98]; 546-548 [106-109]
III: The Epoch of the Polis as Political Community

Week 4:

The Legacy of Socrates





Readings
•
Plato, The Last Days of Socrates

“Socrates of Trial: The Apology”

“Socrates in Prison: The Crito”

Formal Reading Response #1 Due
Week 5:

Exam #1



Against Athens: Plato’s Kallipolis




Readings
•
Plato, The Republic, Books I-III
Week 6:

Justice in the Well-Ordered City





Readings
•
Plato, The Republic, Books IV-VI

Week 7:

The Corruption of the Polis in the World of Appearances







Readings
•
Plato, The Republic, Books VII-X

Week 8:

Aristotle’s Political Science





Readings
•
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books I-III, V, VI
Week 9:

Exam#2



Aristotle’s Politics of Citizenship 





Readings

•
Aristotle, Politics, Books I, II (Chapters 1-5), III, VII
Week 10:
 From Polis to Empire





Readings
•
Aristotle, Politics, Books IV (Chapters 1-13), V, VI
Rise of the Eternal City: Rome

Week 11:
Res Publica in the Roman State




Readings
•
Cicero, On the Commonwealth and On the Laws
On the Commonwealth, Books 1-6
Recommended:

· M.I. Finley, Politics in the Ancient World Chapters 4-6
Formal Reading Response #2 Due
Week 12:
Beyond Rome: A Tale of Two Cities




Readings
•
Augustine, The City of God
Part One: Books I-V, Ch. 1-26 (39-118)

Part Two: Books VI, Preface-Ch. 1 (119-123); VIII, Ch. 3-5 (146-152); IX, Ch. 1-5 (172-180); X, Ch. 1-3 (186-192)

Part Three: Books XI, Ch. 1 (205-206); Ch. 9-11 (215-220); Ch. 22 (228-230); Ch. 27-28 (236-240)
V: The Christian World Triumphant

Week 13:
Peace on a Warring Earth?





Readings
•
Augustine, City of God
Part Three: Books XII, Ch. 1-12 (244-259); XIII, Ch. 12-18 (277-286); XIV, Ch. 1-28 (295-322)

Part Four: Books XV, Ch. 1-7 (323-335); XVIII, Ch. 41 (408-412); Ch. 46-54 (416-423)

Part Five: Books XIX, Ch. 4-28 (436-482); XXII, Ch. 22-24 (519-530); Ch. 30 (540-545)

Formal Reading Response #3 Due
Week 14: 
Law and Order: Thomas’ Theological Politics





Readings
•
Thomas Aquinas, On Politics and Ethics

“The Summa Against the Gentiles”: 3-13

“On Kingship or the Governance of Rulers”: 14-27

“The Summa of Theology”: 28-83
Week 15:
  Ancients and Moderns: Political Thought and Political Action through the Ages

Final Exam Period: Final Papers Due
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