University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
History 399 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Research Methods
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Research Methods


Sponsor(s):  
Nikki Mandell
Department(s):
History
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
     
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
Histry 200, at least 18 units of Histry, Junior Standing, or consent of instructor
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
History
Instructor:
Mandell/History Faculty

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
     
Total lecture hours: 
     
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification: Over the last several years the history department has discussed possible changes to History 499 (Senior Seminar) which would make the final product of this writing intensive course—that of a finely polished article-length primary source research paper—more directly and readily attainable within the scope of a single semester.    While several options had been discussed, the department has settled on the insertion of a new course (Research Methods-History 399) and a substantive revision to the existing capstone writing course (Senior Seminar—to become Senior Thesis-History 499).
Instructors of the current capstone writing course have repeatedly indicated the difficulties students have in producing a fully-researched and technically proficient research paper. Consequently, the department has recently elected to insert a new class into the curriculum for majors.  The new sequence will allow students to find a research topic and conduct their primary and secondary research in a new course—History 399—and then spend a full semester perfecting their interpretation and organization and mechanics while writing the paper in History 499.  
Relationship to program assessment objectives: The new course will allow students to more fully explore the ever-increasing volume or archival, secondary, and other information available and accessible to students at UW-Whitewater, and in turn will allow them more time to assemble their final senior seminar paper. This directly addresses information literacy aspect of the LEAP initiative.  Students will have more time and opportunity to turn information into knowledge and even more opportunity to articulate and demonstrate that accumulated knowledge through written communication. Further, more time will be allowed for drafting, revisions, and polishing the final product. It is hoped that this curricular adjustment will even further improve faculty interaction in the student the capstone writing project.  Further, this course will be an effective tool in helping students meet the following subject matter assessment objectives.  At least in part, it will help students further their knowledge:
of ancient, medieval, and modern history of western civilization, or

of the history of the United States since its pre-colonial origins, encompassing both its internal development and relationships with the world, or

of the history of one or more of the following regions:  Latin America,

Asia, Africa, or the Middle East, and
of historical methods, the evolution of the discipline of history, theories of historical inquiry, and major historiographic debates. 

As well, it is directly connected to each and all of the cognitive and skills objectives, namely:

the ability to explain historical change and continuity in terms of periodization, causation, motivation, consequences, and multiple agents of change.

the ability to apply abstractions to historical particulars, analyze and evaluate historical sources, including inferences that can be drawn from those sources, and synthesize historical evidence into new patterns.

the ability to locate, assess, order, and communicate pertinent historical data using appropriate electronic and traditional research methods.

the ability to pose a meaningful historical question, and then design and execute an analytical research project to investigate that question.

the ability to write persuasive and polished historical essays [prose] with proper citation of sources.

Budgetary impact:  This course will be offered as part of load (rotating instructors) each semester. It will take the place of one upper-division content-based course in the history curriculum.   The introduction of History 399, and the revision of history 499, requires now new faculty, but rather a modest reallocation of course offerings and rotations among existing faculty and academic staff.


Course description: (50 word limit) History 399 is part of the history methods block of courses.  Taken in sequence after History 200 and in preparation for History 499, this course will give students experience in exploring diverse archival and secondary source collections in preparation for their writing capstone experience in History 499.


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:
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COURSE SYLLABUS
Research is a central, defining aspect of historical study. Historical research is exciting, enlightening, and deeply challenging. 

Historical Research Methods is the second in the three-part series of historical methods and research courses for history majors. The course is designed to help you further develop and gain proficiency at historical study and research. Over the course of the semester you will hone historical research skills that are essential to successful completion of primary source research and analytical writing. The course approaches historical research and writing as a “process,” with each assignment and activity focused on specific research steps ultimately contributing to the final, end of the semester research proposal. Students who successfully complete this course will satisfy one of the key prerequisites for admission to the capstone Senior Seminar (His 499) – an approved research proposal. 

  Course Objectives:
· Further develop and refine historical skills:

· framing researchable historical questions;

· locating relevant primary and scholarly secondary sources; 

· developing annotated bibliographies of sources; 

· historiographical analysis;

· analysis and interpretation of primary and secondary sources; 

· communicating research findings coherently in both oral and written format

· Participate in historical research and writing within a “community of scholars”

· Complete an approved research proposal 

Prerequisites: History 200, at least 18 units of History, Junior Standing, or consent of instructor

Attendance Policy: Class attendance, while very important, is not rewarded with a grade. (It will be very difficult to participate in class discussions if you’re not there.) Attendance is, however, generally related to higher course grades through the fact that students who attend class every day and take an active role in learning earn higher exam scores and ultimately higher grades in the class. As well, and more importantly, they also learn more about the subject at hand and enjoy a richer, more rewarding, and valuable educational experience.  

Reading:

1. Galgano, et al., Doing History: Research and Writing in the Digital Age [purchase at UWW bookstore]
2. Historian’s Notebook – each student should have created a Historian’s Notebook in Historical Methods (His 200), with additions &/or revisions throughout succeeding semesters 

3. In addition, students are expected to read a substantial body of secondary and primary sources as they develop their research proposal. The bibliography for this reading will be compiled as part of the course work.

Written Assignments & Grading:





Due Date


% of Final Grade

Engaged Learning


all semester



15%

Research Portfolio


as assigned



 20%

Historiographical Essay

Week 14  



15%




Research Proposal


Final Exam week


 50%*

All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.  *The Research Proposal must receive an “approved” designation in order to pass the course. Late assignments will not be accepted unless prior arrangements are made. Plagiarism will result in course failure and an academic referral.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

additional guidelines will be provided in class and at the course D2L website

Engaged Learning:

Historical research and writing requires both historical imagination and self-discipline.  Historical imagination refers to the openness, curiosity and thoughtfulness needed to approach familiar topics and sources with a fresh look.  Self-discipline refers to the organization, time management and record-keeping needed to produce well-supported and clearly argued history. A combination of research methods worksheets and individual consultations with the instructor are designed to support these skills and assist you at each step of the research and writing process.

History is a multi-faceted conversation - a conversation with the past and a conversation with present-day scholars.  Class discussions offer an opportunity to participate in that historical conversation.  Active participation in class and in individual student-faculty meetings will be crucial to developing and testing new ideas and interpretations and learning about research joys and hurdles.  The Engaged Learning portion of your grade will reflect your active participation in these learning conversations. [note: regular class attendance and showing up for required individual consultations is not participation, but it is an essential prerequisite.] 
Research Portfolio

The portfolio will consist of weekly exercises to develop and to assess your proficiency at targeted research skills and methods. These will include, but are not limited to the activities/worksheets listed with each week’s topic. Some portfolio exercises will be completed outside of class and others will be completed during the class meeting period. Specific portfolio exercises will be announced in class and at the D2L website as appropriate. 

Historiographical Essay:


At this stage of the research process you will be developing a deeper understanding of the historical conversations relevant to your research, the ways in which your research question is related to existing historical literature and thus, a clearer understanding of the historical significance or importance of your research conclusions.  In the process of situating your topic and question within this historical conversation, the historiographical essay should answer the question “Why does it matter?” or “Why should we care?”  If done successfully, the Historiographical Essay will provide the basis for the historiographical section of your Research Proposal, as well as the Final Research Paper.
· Read selectively from your secondary sources, paying particular attention to each author’s questions and interpretations.  How does each secondary source compare/contrast to one another?  How does your question compare/contrast to the questions/interpretations in these secondary sources?

· Write a historiographical paper that identifies, summarizes and compares/contrasts the key historiographical trends in the secondary sources. 

· 4-5 pages, typed & double spaced + Bibliography (Chicago/Turabian style). Bring hard copy to class + submit digitized copy to the D2L dropbox.

Research Proposal:
 

The Research Proposal marks the completion of the first stage of a historical research project.  Once approved it will guide your progress through the next stages of the project – to be completed as part of History 499 coursework.    The Research Proposal must include the following elements, titled as designated below. 

 (Bring 1 hard copy to class + Submit 1 digital copy to D2L dropbox)

1. Topic: What is the historical event or person that you will study? 

[single sentence or short paragraph; should indicate chronology and geography]

2. Research Question: What do you want to know about this event or person?

[single sentence or short paragraph]

3. Historical Context: What was happening at the time of your historical event  that impacted this event, and  what other events occurred then or at some other time that makes your event and/or subject noteworthy or worth studying? 

[300-500 words]

4. Historiographical Context: What have historians written about your event or related topics/themes?  How is your question related to what historians have written? How is it different?  If similar, why is it worth asking? Where does your question and the potential answer(s) to your question fit into the historiographical conversation?
[300-500 words]

5. Annotated Bibliography of Secondary Sources: What are the significant monographs (books) and scholarly articles published on your topic?  The annotations must indicate why each source merits your attention.  What search terms did you use?

[minimum of 15 sources with 2-4 line annotations each.  Source citations must use Chicago/Turabian style; list search terms separately at the top of the bibliography]

6. Annotated Bibliography of Primary Sources: What primary source collections or publications are accessible to you that will help you answer your research question? The annotations should indicate (a) the extent of the collection, (b) explain how the content of the collection relates to your research question, and (c) indicate whether you have directly examined the primary source to verify it’s value to your project [you should have done this for all primary sources]. Additional sources may be needed beyond the minimum to ensure adequate research material. What search terms did you use?

[minimum of 2 source collections with 5-10 line annotations each.  A source collection is a cache of many primary documents at the same archival location; it does not mean 2-5 individual documents. Source citations must use Chicago/Turabian style; list search terms separately at the top of the bibliography] 

7. Research Funnel Chart
UNIVERSITY POLICY STATEMENT:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events.  For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate timetables; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” (UWS Chapter 17).
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND TOPICS

WEEK 1: Two Faces of Historical Study: Learning vs. Creating History 


Learning Objectives: to identify, compare and contrast secondary and tertiary historical sources; to assess the kinds of and uses of sources informing different kinds of historical interpretations (monographs, textbooks, lectures, documentaries); to deconstruct a scholarly journal article of their choosing (question, thesis, sub-arguments, supporting evidence, sources); to recognize and articulate differences in historical interpretation and the factors contributing to those differences. As schedules permit: class visit to His 499 research proposal presentations. 

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Source citation worksheet

· Deconstruction exercise

WEEK 2: What is Your Question?

Learning Objectives: to ask historical questions, to assess the quality and “researchability” of different kinds of historical questions, and to uncover unstated historical questions in scholarly articles and monographs. Students will practice crafting historical research questions (a) based on their historical knowledge and curiosity and (b) formed around sets of available primary sources. 

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historical Questioning worksheet #1 (What’s a good question?)

WEEK 3: From Sources to Questions 

Learning Objectives: to recognize and understand the historical significance of different types of primary and secondary sources; to develop a bibliography of accessible primary source collections; gain facility at searching key archival databases; develop information literacy skills critical to conducting historical research (records management/zotero); develop the ability to craft and narrow historical questions based in primary source collections. 

Tour and tutorials at the WHS, Madison and ARC, UWW.

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Digital Literacy exercise (content: primary source bibliography)

· Historical Questioning worksheet #2 (Crafting questions from the sources)

WEEK 4: From Questions to Sources

Learning Objectives: to gain facility at mapping the types of and historical content of sources, (both primary and secondary) needed to research student-  and instructor-generated “I want to know” historical questions; consult with 2nd faculty specialist.

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historical Questioning worksheet #3 (Crafting researchable questions w/o sources)

· Historical Context map exercise

WEEK 5: Research Process – Early Stages

Learning Objectives: to understand the purposes and key elements of a research proposal; to deepen understanding of the role of historiography in the research process; to gain proficiency at recognizing, comparing, and evaluating related historiographical analyses.

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Peer Review of Funnel Charts
· Historiographical Context map exercise 
Due: Preliminary Research Topic and Question (Funnel Chart)
WEEK 6: Research Process  – Early Stages

Learning Objectives: to develop a draft research proposal; develop strategies for and proficiency at close reading of primary historical sources. develop information literacy skills critical to conducting historical research (records management/zotero; note-taking);

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Peer Review Draft Research Proposals

Due: Research Proposal,  Draft #1  (question; 100 word statements of historical context & of historiographical context; annotated primary & secondary source bibliographies) 

WEEK 7: Developing the Research Proposal

Individual consultations with instructor, by appt. (required); consult with 2nd faculty specialist.

WEEK 8: Primary Source Practicum

Learning Objectives: to gain experience and skill acquiring different types of primary sources; to develop an ability to assess the value, depth and relevance of primary sources vis-à-vis the proposed research question; to ensure that the identified primary sources are appropriate and sufficient to support the proposed research; gain proficiency at note-taking and use of digital recordkeeping

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Primary Source Analysis worksheet

Due: Updated, Annotated Primary Source Bibliography

WEEK 9: Historiographical Context

Learning Objectives: to read carefully in secondary sources; to develop an understanding of the historiographical context of your research subject; to gain proficiency at note-taking and use of digital recordkeeping

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historiography report (oral presentation)

Due: Historiographical Context worksheet
WEEK 10: Historiographical Context

Learning Objectives: to read carefully in secondary sources; to develop an understanding of the historiographical context of your research subject; to gain proficiency at explaining and contextualizing one’s own historical question/research within the historiographical conversation; gain proficiency at understanding and critiquing historiographical analysis presented by others; to gain proficiency at note-taking and use of digital recordkeeping

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historiography report (oral/ppt presentation)

Due: Historiographical Context worksheet
WEEK 11: Historiographical Context

Learning Objectives: to read carefully in secondary sources; to develop an understanding of the historiographical context of your research subject; to write a historiographical essay.

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historiographical essay Peer Review

Due: Historiographical essay, draft
WEEK 12: Historical Context

Learning Objectives: to read carefully in secondary sources; to develop an understanding of the historical context of your research subject; to gain proficiency at note-taking and use of digital recordkeeping

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historical Context map (oral/ppt presentation)

Due: Updated, Annotated Secondary Source Bibliography

WEEK 13: Historical Context

Learning Objectives: to read carefully in secondary sources; to develop an understanding of the historical context of your research subject; to gain proficiency at note-taking and use of digital recordkeeping; to gain proficiency at explaining and presenting preliminary research findings; gain proficiency at understanding and critiquing historical analysis presented by others

Research Methods Portfolio:

· Historical Context map (oral/ppt presentation)

Due: Research Proposal, Draft #2 (all elements as per full proposal requirements)
WEEK 14: Research Proposal Due 

Learning Objectives: to coherently explain your research proposal; to engage in productive, critique to strengthen research proposals of others

Due: Historiographical essay
Due: Historical Research Proposal Presentations, as scheduled
WEEK 15: Research Proposal Due 

Learning Objectives: to coherently explain your research proposal; to engage in productive, critique to strengthen research proposals of others

Due: Historical Research Proposal Presentations, as scheduled

Due: Research Proposal, final
Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
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