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Message from
the Leadership Team
At Young Auditorium, we believe that sharing creative experiences
and expressing our own creativity builds powerful connections
with people, with our community, and with the world around us.
Engaging in creative and thought provoking experiences inspires,
teaches and challenges us, providing us with the opportunity to
express our unique identity, creativity and ideas.

Shannon Dozoryst
Interim Director

As our community's premier arts resource, we pride ourselves
on presenting professional artistry of the highest quality. We
also strive to develop programs that provide opportunities for
individuals to experience and be inspired by the creative expression
of others. We are a small but dedicated team of professionals who
are committed to fulfilling Young Auditorium’s mission to serve as
a presenting organization for the performing arts, and to provide
educational and cultural experiences that enrich the lives of the
campus and regional communities we serve.
We are thrilled to share with you the highlights of our 25th
Anniversary Season, which confirm the work we are doing to
increase regional engagement with our organization and the
university. When we invite patrons into our space to see a show,
participate in a collaborative art project, listen to a lecture, attend
a meeting or a special event, it is our hope that you want to
become part of the Young Auditorium family. We invite you to
Come Be Amazed at Young Auditorium as you join with friends
and family in experiencing the arts together.
Shannon Dozoryst
Interim Director
Michael Morrissey
Audience Services Coordinator
Malinda Hunter
Office Manager

Hans Pregler
Technical Director
Aaron Wesolowski
Marketing Specialist

Mission
Young Auditorium serves as a presenting organization for the
performing arts and as an educational and cultural center enriching
the lives of the campus and regional communities.

Vision
Young Auditorium is an indispensable resource serving as a
perpetual catalyst for inspiration and community.

2

Moving

the Mission Forward

Programming
Young Auditorium’s 25th Anniversary Season was developed with a keen eye toward education,
cultural awareness and appreciation, inspiration, and community building.
n As a part of the University’s Diversity Forum, Young
Auditorium hosted a week-long residency with the LA
Gay Men’s Chorus and their production It Gets Better.
Company members engaged in outreach sessions both on
and off campus, including workshops and presentations
at: Fairhaven Senior Services, Whitewater High School,
TAGOS Leadership Academy (Janesville), and for the
Diversity Forum on campus. Campus and community
members also came together at Studio 84 to develop a
public service
announcement
with It Gets Better
cast members
to spread the
message that “We
Are Whitewater,”
a community
that promotes
unconditional
love and unconditional safety
for everyone.

n Young Auditorium celebrated 25 years with sponsors,
members, and other supporters at the 25th Anniversary
Fundraiser Event held on September 23, 2017. The
event introduced participants to some of the special
projects planned for the season, including: Mobilizing Our
Community, It Gets Better, The Big Read, and The Saint and
the Sultan. Guests were treated to a premier performance
of Prairie Songs: Remembering Antonia sponsored by The
Cather project at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Over
$8,000 was raised for the Young Auditorium endowments
through ticket sales to the event and the silent auction.

n Touring Broadway productions are
often the highlights of the season for
Young Auditorium’s enthusiastic customer
base. While a typical season only allows
for the booking of two Broadway titles,
the 25th Anniversary Season marked the
first time in Young Auditorium history
that four distinct Broadway shows graced
a single season’s schedule. Thanks to the
generosity of sponsors, members, and
event partners, STOMP, Chicago, Jersey
Boys, and Rodgers + Hammerstein’s
Cinderella brought nearly 5,000 people
through our doors with a combined ticket
revenue of over $189,000.

n Young Auditorium
partnered with the First Year
Experience and Residence
Life offices on campus to
present One Drop of Love, a
one-woman show exploring
the intersections of race,
class and gender in pursuit of
truth, justice and LOVE. This
event was also associated
with the Diversity Forum.
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Programming (continued)
n Washington D.C. based visual and kinetic artist, Kevin
Reese, was in residence at Young Auditorium for the first
week of May 2018. Kevin’s Mobilizing Our Community
project was the result of 18 months of pre-planning with
Young Auditorium’s Director of Education and Outreach.
The project resulted in four mobiles that were installed
at sites in the community, and a unique mobile installation for the Young Auditorium lobby. Community
partner sites were Fairhaven Senior Services, The Sweet
Spot Café, The Whitewater Arts Alliance, and Lincoln
Elementary
School. Many
school children,
community
members,
faculty, staff
and university
students
contributed hours
to the planning,
creation, balancing
and assembly of
the mobiles.

n The NEA Big Read is
a grant program funded
cooperatively by the
NEA and Arts Midwest.
Young Auditorium has
been the recipient of
this prestigious grant
award for eight seasons.
In spring 2018, our
organization once again
facilitated a community
common read that
involved fourteen
library partners from
the tri-county area, and
several campus and
community partners, including The Hoard Museum, Old
World Wisconsin, and The Black Sheep. The featured
book was Louise Erdrich’s The Round House. Related
events included book discussions, lectures, family story
walks, cooking demonstrations, and collaborative art
projects including the creation of a Little Free Library
that is now permanently housed in the Greenhill Center
of the Arts.

Partnerships
One of our greatest pleasures is working collaboratively with community partners. Our partners
play a vital role in helping us reach our goal of enriching the lives of people in our region.
n Whenever
possible,
we provide
opportunities
for university
students to
learn from and
perform with
visiting artists.
Student vocalists had the unique pleasure of performing
alongside legend, Judy Collins.

n Homegrown Teaching Artists Program: Young
Auditorium in partnership with the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts and Overture Center, and with
funding from the Wisconsin Arts Board, spearheaded
an initiative to train six local teaching artists in Kennedy
Center methods for professional development in arts
integration. As a result, we are proud to have nurtured
the development of six
unique workshops for K-12
teachers that integrate
a fine art form with
another school subject
area, such as visual art and
math or movement and
science. Our “Homegrown
Teaching Artists” are
educators as well as
experts in their art forms.

n The Cultural Affairs Committee is vital to the ongoing
success of Young Auditorium. Comprised of local community members and UW-Whitewater students, Cultural
Affairs assists in the selection of cultural, diverse, educational, and entertaining events to take place at Young
Auditorium, while providing opportunities for members to
gain educational, hands-on experiences in art administration.
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Partnerships (continued)
n Young Auditorium’s Director of Education and
Outreach has been working for the past few years with
Fairhaven Senior Services Director of Leisure Services to
develop an artist outreach program to serve Fairhaven
residents, particularly residents for whom it is difficult
to attend live performances at Young Auditorium due
to mobility issues. We are pleased to report that we now
have a formal agreement with Fairhaven Senior Services
to provide at least two artist outreach experiences each
season. In the
2017-18 season,
we were thrilled
to bring World
Music, The LA
Gay Men’s Chorus:
It Gets Better,
and American
Shakespeare
Center to perform
and speak with
residents at
Fairhaven.

n Young Auditorium has
a long history of partnering
with the College of
Education and Professional
Studies, particularly the
department of Curriculum
and Instruction. In fall 2017,
we worked with an Early
Childhood Education cohort
to observe and collect data
on how young children (ages
infant - 3 years old) respond
to live performing arts, how
they interact with their
caregivers during a creative
experience, and how they
interact with the performer
during a creative experience. The production that was
the focus of this study was an opera for the very young,
Up in the Mountains, designed specifically for a target
audience ages 0 -3 and produced and performed by a
company from Oslo, Norway.

n The Big Read 2018 featured The Round
House by Louise Erdrich. This work of
fiction delved deep into issues about
violence toward Native American
women and the laws that prevent
non-Native perpetrators from being
arrested and tried for unimaginable
crimes against Native women. Young
Auditorium views The Big Read as
an opportunity to connect with both campus
departments and community organizations and businesses.
Our partners for the 2018 Big Read program included: UW-W
Children’s Center, UW-W Health and Counseling Services,
UW-W Andersen Library, UW-W Office of Continuing
Education, The Hoard Historical Museum, Old World
Wisconsin, and The Black Sheep.
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Financial

Support
Ticket revenue accounts for only 50% of Young Auditorium’s budgeted income. The remaining
revenue must be raised from public and private sources. The financial contribution received via
sponsors, members, and grants is vital to our business.

Sponsors
Without the generosity of our sponsors, it would be impossible for Young Auditorium to provide the consistently high level
of programming our patrons have come to expect. The funds generated through sponsorship often help offset the cost of
contract fees associated with higher profile performances, enabling us to bring in highly sought after Broadway titles like
Jersey Boys and Chicago, as well as nationally renowned recording artists like Judy Collins. To discuss sponsorship opportunities, please contact the Young Auditorium Director’s Office (262) 472-5630.

Membership
The enduring commitment to the arts shown by our members gives Young Auditorium the opportunity to provide diverse
artistic programming while maintaining reasonable ticket prices, often 30% less than nearby venues. In conjunction with
their generous tax-deductable donations, Young Auditorium members enjoy unique benefits including ticket discounts,
exclusive member presales, and much more. For complete membership details including a full breakdown of member
benefits, or to order your membership today, please visit www.youngauditorium.com/membership

Grants
Grants subsidize the cost of contract fees
and expenses associated with presenting
shows. The financial security that grants
afford makes it possible for our organization
to diversify our programming, engage with
specific groups in the community, employ
artists for multiple day residencies, and
connect with businesses, libraries, museums,
schools and other organizations in our
tri-county area.
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SPONSORSHIPS
Sponsor
Commercial Bank/Premier Bank
DLK Enterprises
Fairhaven Senior Services
First Citizens State Bank
Fort Healthcare

Sponsored Event
Jersey Boys; STOMP
Chicago; Rodgers + Hammerstein’s CINDERELLA
Judy Collins; Sing-A-Long Sound of Music
Yesterday & Today: The Interactive Beatles Experience
The Nutcracker; Dr. Seuss’s The Cat in the Hat; Moon
Mouse: A Space Odyssey; Never Too Young Series; Arts4All

McCullough's Precriptions & Gifts
Stebnitz Builders
Wisconsin Education Assocation Council

Tamburitzans
M5 Mexican Brass; U.S. Army Jazz Ambassadors
Arts4All Fund

Total: $28,250

MEMBERSHIPS
Total: $29,630

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR AND OTHER UW-WHITEWATER PROGRAMS
Program Support
Academic Staff Development Grants

$20,000
$3,589

Total: $23,589

GRANTS
Granting Organization
Arts Midwest Touring Fund
Big Read Project
New England Foundation for the Arts
New Harvest Foundation
Oneida Nation Arts Program
Wisconsin Arts Board

Award Amount
Event Award Applied Towards
$3,200		It Gets Better Project
$13,500		Louise Erdrich’s The Round House
$4,000		Urban Bush Women
$10,000		It Gets Better Project
$1,500		Reaching New Horizons
$5,530		Various, Horizons Matinee Series

Total: $37,730

ENDOWMENTS
Irvin L. Young Auditorium
Fern Young Horizons
Dorothy Remp Elmer Children's Arts Outreach
Safe Schools K-12 Diversity

$173,833
$106,276
$63,490
$12,995

Total: $356,594

MEMORIAL FUNDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Bramblett Memorial Chamber Music Fund
Lorraine Gross Memorial Scholarship

$1,230
$16,393

Total: $17,623
Number of Season Performances

51

Number of Volunteeers
Providing Services

Total Number of Mainstage
Patrons Served

16,075

70

Total Number of Children/Youth Served

11,447
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The success of Young Auditorium is a tribute to the teamwork and
dedication of many individuals who dared to dream and worked
to make their dreams a reality. As a result, Young Auditorium is
an exemplary facility in which to present a wide array of culturally
significant, entertaining, and educational performing arts events. It
is our sincere hope that we can count on your support to extend
this opportunity to future generations.
For additional information on any of the information in this report,
including questions regarding membership and sponsorship
opportunities, please contact the Young Auditorium main offices
at 262-472-4444 or youngaud@uww.edu

