Format and Content of a Statement of Intent
What is it? 
An application essay for graduate school to express how your educational and professional goals are a good fit for the program and how you can contribute to the department. 
Write an essay by explaining:
· Your reasons for pursuing a graduate study. 
· How your specific interests and background contribute to the field. 

· How your goals and motivation align with academics. 

· Your relevant skills, training or experiences you’ve acquired. 

· Any relevant academic awards or honors you’ve received. 
Essential Tips
· An essay should be approximately 500 to 1000 in well-selected words.  A 2-page, double-spaced, 12 point font essay is ideal for this type of writing. 

· Be concise! Make sure your statement is clear, organized and specific to the program. 
· Avoid summarizing what is in your resume.
· Personalize and be honest in your essay to tell your story.
· Remember to use good transitions between your paragraphs to enhance the flow of the statement.
· Polish your essay by proofreading and editing for any errors. Ask someone(s) to help review for additional edits and feedback.
** Graduate schools have different writing prompts, be sure to research application materials for your desired graduate school.
