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Special Olympics Summer Games Coming to 
Campus in June 

  
UW-Whitewater continues to fulfill its mission of providing inclusive 
experiences for people of all abilities. 
  
 

 

The Camps and Conferences Office is excited 
to announce that the Special Olympics 
Wisconsin 2023 State Summer Games will be 
held on the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 
campus in June. More than 1,800 athletes and 
coaches will gather to compete in events 
including powerlifting, gymnastics, track and 
field, tennis, soccer and cornhole between 
June 8 and 10.  
  
  

“We are excited to bring our revamped Summer Games to Whitewater this summer,” Special 
Olympics Wisconsin President & CEO Chad Hershner said. “The university facilities will provide an 
awesome experience for our athletes as we continue to grow our organization for the next 50 
years. We look forward to working with UW-Whitewater to create an incredible Games and long-
lasting memories for all those involved.”  
 

“Serving individuals with disabilities is a priority mission for UW-Whitewater,” says Morgan 
Anderson, director of Camps and Conferences. “With over 50 years of providing dedicated services 

https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/
https://www.specialolympicswisconsin.org/
https://www.specialolympicswisconsin.org/
https://www.uww.edu/ce


for accommodations and accessibility, our ultimate goal is to provide an inclusive environment for 
individuals of all abilities.” Anderson continues “The partnership with Special Olympics is a 
testament to the work already happening on campus and we hope to see the relationship grow in 
the coming years.”  
 

The 2023 State Summer Games will begin with an opening ceremony on Thursday, June 8. 
Competition will kick-off on Friday, June 9 and run through June 10. An evening dance will take 
place on Friday. Camps and Conferences staff will help provide a collegiate experience for the 
athletes with residence hall stays and meals on campus.  
 

Join in and help out! Volunteers for the 2023 State Summer Games are needed. Please contact 
volunteer@specialolympicswisconsin.org if you are interested. 
 

 
  

Public Lectures in Whitewater and 
Janesville Through April 
From maritime archaeology to Walt Disney and his designers, there's a 
talk for everyone throughout the region this winter and spring. 
 

For nearly 40 years, Continuing Education has been hosting lectures and presentations for 
members of our community. Faculty members, staff experts and invited authors are all offering 
talks in locations across the region.  
 



 
 

 
   

The Fairhaven Lecture Series resumes on January 23 with lectures that will highlight the 
newer members of our Warhawk Family. Since 1973, Continuing Education has helped 
bring the expertise of faculty members to the community. This spring, learn about Ottoman 
tents, the Challenger explosion, children’s literature and much more from faculty across the 
university. Lectures are held on Mondays at 3pm. 
  

 

 

 
   

In Janesville, four lectures will be presented 
as part of the Cedar Crest Lecture Series. 
Also highlighting newer faculty, topics for the 
lectures include the art and history of Black 
Muslims in America and navigating childhood 
trauma. Series begins on March 9. 
 

 

https://www.uww.edu/ce/fairhaven
https://www.uww.edu/ce/cedar-crest
https://www.uww.edu/ce/fairhaven
https://www.uww.edu/ce/cedar-crest
https://www.uww.edu/ce/fairhaven
https://www.uww.edu/ce/cedar-crest


Are you a fan of Disney movies and theme parks? Would you like to learn more about the 
people behind the scenes who brought them to life? Author, historian and podcast host Todd 
James Pierce will be leading a conversation on the Stories of Walt Disney and his Designers in 
Whitewater and Janesville on April 19. Join us at the University Center or at Hedberg Public 
Library to meet the author and learn more. 
 

Also returning in April is Warhawk Talks. Two talks will take place at the Community 
Engagement Center. More information on dates and titles is coming soon! 
  
All lectures are free and registration is not required. All are welcome.  

 

 
  

Realizing a Dream 
 Returning adult students finds her passion in bilingual early childhood 
education.  
 

 

  

Being a mother is the best job Zicela Schroder 
could ask for, but she also has a passion for 
early childhood education. With the support 
and encouragement of her kids, she took the 
next step towards achieving her career goals 
and enrolled in UW-Whitewater’s Early 
Childhood Education online/hybrid bachelor’s 
degree program (ECE4U).  
 

 

https://www.uww.edu/ce/unexpectedcareermagic
https://www.uww.edu/ce/warhawk-talks
https://www.uww.edu/coeps/academics/ece4u
https://www.uww.edu/coeps/academics/ece4u


Schroder moved to the U.S. from Nicaragua in 2000, earned her associate’s degree at MATC, 
while working as an educational assistant in Madison and Milwaukee and raising her family. 
Teachers and colleagues in both places urged her to apply for the ECE4U program to help fulfill 
her dreams of leading a multilingual classroom of her own. “I felt like it was a powerful sign,” 
Schroder said. “The more I learned about it, I realized that ECE4U was a program tailored to my 
needs, especially as a returning adult and single, working parent.” 
 

For nearly 30 years, Schroder has wanted to earn her bachelor’s degree, and now that goal is 
nearly accomplished. “The ECE4U program has helped me realize my strengths and some of the 
areas in which I needed to develop and reinforce other skills,” she says. “It has kept me engaged 
and prepared me to be flexible in my teaching practices, as well as helping me celebrate the 
accomplishments that come in my daily life as an educator, colleague, friend and as a mother. 
Most importantly, I have learned to think of a student as a whole individual – interests, 
development, home and community life.” 
 

In November, Schroder was a recipient of the Outstanding Adult Student Award. Nominated by 
ECE4U coordinator, Anne Tillett, Schroder was honored and humbled by the award. “Anne’s 
support and kindness helped me navigate the process, and she has been instrumental in my 
decision to enter the program,” Schroder says. Now that graduation is near, she is looking forward 
to what’s next. “I am the first to graduate from my family, and bilingual education is my passion,” 
she says. “I cannot wait to have my very own classroom, where I can teach multilingual education!” 
 

Her advice to other adults thinking of pursuing their dreams of a college education, “don’t wait 
another minute!”  
 

 
  

Summer Camp Registration Now 
Available 

It's not too early to start planning for a fun-filled summer! 
 

 



 

 
 

  

It might be cold and snowy, but sunny days are ahead and UW-Whitewater’s Camps and 
Conferences Office is ready. More than 70 camps and clinics are scheduled to be held on the 
main and Rock County campuses this summer. UW-W anticipates serving even more than the 
5,200 participants that attended a camp last summer. From athletic camps including soccer, 
football, and volleyball, to music events like musical theatre and band camps, STEM weeks, 
and fine arts, there is truly something for everyone. 
  

 

New this summer is the LightSword Academy. Players aged 12-17 can learn the basics of the kinds 
of battles fought a long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away! Cost of camp includes an ultrasaber to 
take home. Returning after a long hiatus is Grandchildren’s University. Campers age 7-14 in this 
very popular camp will live and learn with their grandparents on the beautiful Whitewater campus. 
They can earn a “degree” in one of four “majors” while meeting other grandkids, grandparents, and 
some of UW-W’s most interesting professors.  
  

https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/athletic
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/music
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/additional/stemweek
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/additional/fineart
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/athletic/fencing/lightswordacademy
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/additional/grandchildrenscamp
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps


 

  

 UW-Whitewater has become one of 
the       leading providers of summer 
camp   experiences in the Midwest, serving 
campers   from 34 states. From kindergarten 
to   graduating high school seniors and adults, 
our   camp participants learn from award-
winning   coaches, directors, and expert staff 
while   using state-of-the-art facilities 
and   experiencing a bit of campus life. 
Participants   make new friends and learn new 
skills in a   safe, educational, and supportive 
environment.  
 

The widespread popularity of the summer camps means that they fill up fast. Registration for all 
summer experiences is now open, so secure the spot for the youth athlete, musician, scientist or 
artist in your life today. 
  
For more information and to see a full list of offerings, visit camps.uww.edu.  
 

 
  

Congratulations and Farewell 

 

  

This month we congratulate Eric Field, 
outreach program manager for Continuing 
Education Services on his retirement. For 
decades, Eric has provided impeccable, hands 
on service for camp and event directors, 
campers and conference goers and will now be 
moving on to new adventures. From all of us in 
the School of Graduate Studies and Continuing 
Education, we thank you for your service and 
wish you all of our best, Eric! 
 

 

file://shared.uww.edu/SHARED/GCE%20Tech%20Info/MASTER%20FILES/MASTER%202023/Newsletter/Jan%202023/camps.uww.edu
https://www.uww.edu/ce/camps/
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News and Upcoming Events:  
 

 

  

Beat the winter blues and get your creative 
juices flowing! Join us on the Rock County 
campus for a watercolor painting and 
experimentation class on Saturday, February 
11. Have fun in this hands-on class with a 
fantastic instructor. More experimentation 
opportunities in classes March and April too.  
  

Continuing Education partners with the Department of Counselor Education to offer professional 
development opportunities for practitioners in the field. Courses will explore current issues in 
human sexuality and the LGBTQIA+ population. Fees for these courses include 8 CEUs. Visit 
the website for more information and registration.  
 

 

Go beyond filling birdfeeders and learn how 
to be a bird-friendly gardener all year long. 
Join Julie Hill, horticulture outreach 
specialist from the UW-Madison Division of 
Extension for this free workshop on March 
18. Register here.  

 

   

The School of Graduate Studies approved a new master’s degree and several certificate programs, 
all focused on preparing professionals in educational settings to work with students with various 
social, emotional, and behavioral needs. They are the Special Education Applied Behavior Analysis 
Emphasis master’s program and certificates in Educator in School Counseling, Social Emotional 
Learning in Mental Health, and Trauma Informed Practice in Education. All programs will be 
housed in the College of Education and Professional Studies and will be available for enrollment in 
Fall 2023.  
 

https://www.uww.edu/ce/paintingartexperimentation
https://www.uww.edu/ce/paintingartexperimentation
https://www.uww.edu/coeps/counselor-education
https://www.uww.edu/ce/counseloreducation
https://www.uww.edu/ce/gardenlandscape/beyonedbirdfeeders
https://www.uww.edu/gradstudies
https://www.uww.edu/coeps
https://www.uww.edu/ce/paintingartexperimentation
https://www.uww.edu/ce/gardenlandscape/beyonedbirdfeeders


Prepare yourself in an attacker situation. Register for the Self-Defense for Adults and 
Teens workshop in March. Choose from the Whitewater or Janesville class, and learn prevention 
safety tips and a few self-defense techniques. Bring your teen to prepare them too! 
 

  

 

Are you thinking of a career advancement 
or change? Continuing Education 
offers advanced career training 
programs that lead to professional 
positions in high demand fields 
like Microsoft Office specialist, veterinary 
assistant, and HVAC/R 
technician.  Looking for individual 
classes? We have those too. Hundreds of 
flexible, affordable online classes with 
start dates each month, with titles 
like Project Management 
Fundamentals, Discover Sign Language, 
and Genealogy Basics will help you meet 
your career, educational, and lifelong 
learning goals.   
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