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Degree:
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Program Title:
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2.0
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Biological Sciences
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
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Departments:  Languages and Literature
Proposal Information:  

(Procedures for Form #2)  

Total number of credit units in program:

Before change
40
After change
40


1. Exact description of request:

Summary

1. Remove Biology 303 as a course by which students can demonstrate writing proficiency.

2. Add wording to the unique requirements to highlight courses that satisfy the departmental writing requirement.

3. Add a milestone requiring students to complete this departmental writing requirement by the time they complete 60 units.

From (as listed in catalog and on AR)
MAJOR - 40 UNITS

1. BIOLOGY 141, BIOLOGY 142 AND BIOLOGY 251

2. BIOLOGY 253, BIOLOGY 254 AND BIOLOGY 257 

3. BIOLOGY 311 OR BIOLOGY 363

4. BIOLOGY 390 AND BIOLOGY 400

5. ONE TO SIX UNITS COMBINED OF THE FOLLOWING: BIOLOGY 493, BIOLOGY 498, BIOLOGY 498R, BIOLOGY 491 (DEPT APPROVAL REQUIRED) 

6. AT LEAST THREE OF THE FOLLOWING: BIOLOGY 301, BIOLOGY 311, BIOLOGY 340, BIOLOGY 341, BIOLOGY 345, BIOLOGY 361, BIOLOGY 362, BIOLOGY 363, BIOLOGY 364, BIOLOGY 412, BIOLOGY 415, BIOLOGY 421, BIOLOGY 448, BIOLOGY 456, AND BIOLOGY 458

7. SELECT ADDITIONAL UNITS OF BIOLOGY ELECTIVES NUMBERED 300 OR ABOVE, EXCEPT FOR BIOLOGY 303, BIOLOGY 493 AND BIOLOGY 498, OR BIOLOGY 498R TO TOTAL 40 UNITS IN THE MAJOR

MAJOR - UNIQUE REQ & WRTNG - 23-27 UNITS

1. BIOLOGY 200 OR BIOLOGY 303 OR ENGLISH 372

2. MATH 152, MATH 243 OR MATH 250

3. CHEM 102, CHEM 104, CHEM 251, CHEM 252

4. BIOLOGY 303 OR PSYCH 215

5. BOTH PHYSCS 140 AND PHYSCS 141 OR BOTH PHYSCS 180 AND PHYSCS 181 ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR

To (to be listed in catalog and on AR)
1. BIOLOGY 141, BIOLOGY 142 AND BIOLOGY 251

2. BIOLOGY 253, BIOLOGY 254 AND BIOLOGY 257 

3. BIOLOGY 311 OR BIOLOGY 363

4. BIOLOGY 390 AND BIOLOGY 400

5. ONE TO SIX UNITS COMBINED OF THE FOLLOWING: BIOLOGY 493, BIOLOGY 498, BIOLOGY 498R, BIOLOGY 491 (DEPT APPROVAL REQUIRED) 

6. AT LEAST THREE OF THE FOLLOWING: BIOLOGY 301, BIOLOGY 311, BIOLOGY 340, BIOLOGY 341, BIOLOGY 345, BIOLOGY 361, BIOLOGY 362, BIOLOGY 363, BIOLOGY 364, BIOLOGY 412, BIOLOGY 415, BIOLOGY 421, BIOLOGY 448, BIOLOGY 456, AND BIOLOGY 458

7. SELECT ADDITIONAL UNITS OF BIOLOGY ELECTIVES NUMBERED 300 OR ABOVE, EXCEPT FOR BIOLOGY 303, BIOLOGY 493 AND BIOLOGY 498, OR BIOLOGY 498R TO TOTAL 40 UNITS IN THE MAJOR

MAJOR - UNIQUE REQ & WRTNG - 23-27 UNITS

1. BIOLOGY 200 OR ENGLISH 372 (writing requirement)
2. MATH 152, MATH 243 OR MATH 250

3. CHEM 102, CHEM 104, CHEM 251, CHEM 252

4. BIOLOGY 303 OR PSYCH 215

5. BOTH PHYSCS 140 AND PHYSCS 141 OR BOTH PHYSCS 180 AND PHYSCS 181 ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

Milestone: Students must complete the writing requirement by the time they have completed 60 units in order to progress in the major. Students may still enroll in unique requirement courses and courses in the minor.
AN APPROVED MINOR IS REQUIRED FOR THIS MAJOR
2. Relationship to mission and strategic plan of institution, and/or college and department goals and objectives:

The proposed changes are intended to incorporate suggestions emanating from the ‘Writing Matters’ and ‘Writing Still Matters’ initiatives, as well as the anticipated new L&S College Writing Guidelines. These proposed changes are the first of several planned curricular updates aimed at increasing the writing proficiency of our majors.
3. Rationale: These changes encourage writing in the sophomore year, a time during which students in the biology major typically do very little writing. Requiring students to take a writing course within the major during their sophomore year helps to keep their writing skills developed in English 101 and 102 fresh, and also prepares them better for the writing they will encounter in their upper level courses in the major.
4. Cost Implications: None. We are adding no new courses. The Languages and Literatures department has recently added a new position with the aim at strengthening their technical writing program, including scientific writing. They anticipate being able to handle the increase in demand for English 372.
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