University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
RELIGST 232 
Cross-listing:
ASIANSTD 232
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Buddhism: The Middle Way
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Buddhism


Sponsor(s):  
Alyson Prude, Larry Neuman
Department(s):
Philosophy & Religious Studies
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:  Asian Studies


Programs Affected:
Asian Studies
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
none
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
Philosophy & Religious Studies
Instructor:
Alyson Prude

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
48
 

Number of credits:
3
Total contact hours:
48 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
     
No of credits in major: 
     
 

No of times in degree:
     
No of credits in degree:
      

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification:
This course provides a thorough grounding in the history and contemporary practice of the world’s third largest religion: Buddhism. It will be part of a growing group of 200-level Religious Studies courses focused on different world religions. Students in RELIGST 211, Introduction to Asian Religions, express great interest in Buddhism and are eager to deepen their understanding of it. When the course was offered Spring 2013 as a Special Topics course, enrollment was sufficient to justify offering it as a permanent course. This course supports the university’s core value “to develop a sense of community, respect for diversity, and global perspectives” as well as the university’s mission in support of interdisciplinary education. 
Re: relationship to the core courses, content covered and skills developed in this course will enhance students’ knowledge gained in several of the core courses. Study of Buddhist images contributes to basic familiarity with Asian aesthetics and an understanding of the role of art in society (World of the Arts). Examining the institution of monasticism helps students think about relationships between the individual and society (Individual and Society). A survey of the development of Buddhism from its beginnings in c. 5th c. BCE India to the present promotes an appreciation historical circumstances and the development of cultural values (Historical Perspectives). Because Buddhist thinkers and ideas are included in several World of Ideas courses, this course will advance students’ exposure to these significant philosophers mand worldviews.
Relationship to program assessment objectives:


The program objectives of the World Religions minor are:
1) gain a basic understanding of the world’s major religious traditions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism, and Shinto
2) be able to describe the historical origins, key dates, philosophies, practices, ethics, symbols and major thinkers in these traditions
3) be able to summarize the fundamental teachings of these traditions 
4) be able to critically appraise the relationship between religious traditions and their social and cultural contexts
5) be able to recognize the diversity of philosophies and practices within the major religious traditions
6) be able to analyze religious writings, symbols, and practices using recognized scholarly and hermeneutical principles
7) be able to recognize presuppositions underlying different ethical systems and worldviews, including students’ own

The objectives of the course are:

· Understand basic Buddhist terms and concepts. This is necessary for objectives 2 (describe philosophies) and 3 (summarize fundamental teachings) above.
· Recognize a variety of Buddhist traditions, including major schools, scriptures, rituals, and iconography. This relates to objectives 2 (describe origins, dates, philosophies, practices, ethics, symbols, and major thinkers) and 5 (recognize diversity).
· Identify ways Buddhism has contributed to notions of self and society in Asian cultures. This relates to objective 4 (appraise the relationship between religion and its socio-cultural context).
· Analyze primary source materials. This relates to objective 6 (analyze writings, symbols, and practices) above. 
· Develop a basis for further studies in Religious Studies and Asian Studies

All of the course objectives work together meet objective 1 of the minor goals: to gain a better understanding of one of the world’s major religious traditions - Buddhism. In the process of learning about Buddhism, students are challenged to reexamine their own views (objective 7). 
Re: General Education designation, through reading, discussing, and critically analyzing key Buddhist ideas, texts, and practices, students will develop their ability to “think critically and analytically integrate and synthesize knowledge, and draw conclusions from complex information” (Goal 1) and “develop skills necessary for analysis and problem solving” (Goal 8). Investigating Buddhist ethical systems encourages students to “make sound ethical judgments based on the development of a personal value system, on an understanding of shared cultural heritage, and knowledge of past success, failures, and consequences of individual roles and societal choice” (Goal 2). The course is a broad overview of Buddhist doctrines and practices that continue to have a significant impact on the lives of the world’s ~350 million Buddhists. Study of the material, therefore, helps students “acquire a base of knowledge common to educated persons and the capacity to expand that basis over their lifetimes” (Goal 4). Homework assignments, exams, and class discussions contribute to students’ ability “to communicate effectively in written, oral, and symbolic form” (Goal 5). Three units of the course deal specifically with issues of women and gender: “The Sangha and early Buddhist communities,” “Buddhist ethics,” and “Tantric Buddhism.”
Budgetary impact:


None. This course will be part of normal rotation. It will not affect the number of World of Ideas sections taught. Current library resources are sufficient for this course.
Course description: (50 word limit)


This course introduces the wide range of Buddhist ideas and practices that have developed in Asia. It considers the social context in which Buddhism developed, the philosophical bases of all Buddhist schools, the development of the Mahāyāna, Buddhist Tantra, and Buddhist practices in South, Southeast and East Asia. 
If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 
2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 
3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 
Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



Course objectives:

· Understand basic Buddhist terms and concepts

· Recognize a variety of Buddhist traditions, including major schools, scriptures, rituals, and iconography

· Identify ways Buddhism has contributed to notions of self and society in Asian cultures

· Analyze primary source materials 
· Develop a basis for further studies in Religious Studies and Asian Studies

Tentative course syllabus:

Week 1: 
Geography and vocabulary



Introductions
Week 2: 
The Indian religious context 


The life of the Buddha Śakyamuni 

Week 3: 
Karma, rebirth, and the Four Noble Truths 
Week 4: 
“No-self” and the Buddhist concept of personal identity 


The 12 Links of Dependent Arising and the Noble Eight-Fold Path 

Week 5: 
The Sangha and early Buddhist communities

Week 6: 
Test 1



Southern Buddhist meditation
Week 7: 
The spread of Buddhism and its relationship with indigenous religions

Week 8: 
The development of the Mahāyāna and the bodhisattva ideal



The Madhyamaka school and emptiness

Week 9: 
The Yogācāra school and buddha-nature 



The Mahāyāna pantheon

Week 10: 
Buddhism in East Asia 



Test 2

Week 11: 
Buddhist ethics

Week 12: 
Tantric Buddhism

Week 13: 
Tibetan Buddhism



Class presentations, group 1

Week 14: 
Buddhist approaches to death/dying
Week 15: 
Wrap-up



Class presentations, group 2

Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction. Damien Kweon (Oxford University Press, 2013)
Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices. Peter Harvey (Cambridge University 
Press, 1990)
Buddhist Scriptures. Ed. Donald Lopez (Penguin, 2004)
Buddhism in Practice. Ed. Donald Lopez (Princeton University Press, 1995)

Buddhism After Patriarchy by Rita Gross (SUNY Press, 1983)
Introduction to Tantra: The Transformation of Desire. Lama Thubten Yeshe (Wisdom, 2001)

Buddhism Beyond the Monastery. Ed. Sarah Jacoby and Antonio Terrone (Brill, 2003)
Buddhism Sexuality and Gender. Ed. José Cabezón (SUNY Press, 1991)
Death and the Afterlife in Japanese Buddhism. Ed. Jacqueline Stone and Mariko Walter (University of 

Hawai’i Press, 2008)
The Lotus Sūtra. Trans. Bunnō Katō et al. (Kosei Publishing, 1975)

The Heart Sūtra (several good translations online)

The Holy Teachings of Vimalakīrti. Trans. Robert Thurman (Pennsylvania State University Press, 1976)

Nāgārjuna’s Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way. Trans. Jay Garfield (Oxford University Press, 
1995)
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html" Rights and Responsibilities

HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\use me!\\AppData\\www.uww.edu\\Catalog\\02-04\\Legal\\Legal1.html"
” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 
Course Objectives and tentative course syllabus with mandatory information (paste syllabus below):
BUDDHISM: THE MIDDLE WAY
RELIGST 232
 __________________________________________________________________

Instructor: Alyson Prude




Email: prudem@uww.edu
Office: TBA





Office tel. 262 472-1529

__________________________________________________________________
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This introduction to Buddhist ideas and practices of Asia begins with the social context and life of the historical Buddha Shakyamuni. It proceeds to the philosophical pillars of Buddhism and Southern Buddhist practices. Next it considers the development of the Mahāyāna and Buddhism’s spread to East Asia. Finally, it investigates Buddhist Tantra and Tibetan Buddhism. Throughout the course, attention will be given to ways Buddhism has influenced and been influenced by social and political circumstances and Buddhism’s interactions with indigenous religious traditions. (Prerequisites: none)

OBJECTIVES

· Understand basic Buddhist terms and concepts

· Recognize a variety of Buddhist traditions, including major schools, scriptures, rituals, and iconography

· Identify ways Buddhism has contributed to notions of self and society in Asian cultures

· Analyze primary source materials  

· Develop a basis for further studies in Religious Studies and Asian Studies


REQUIRED READINGS

Peter Harvey. An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices (Cambridge 
University Press, 1990). Available for purchase in the university bookstore.
Lama Thubten Yeshe. Introduction to Tantra: The Transformation of Desire (Wisdom, 2001). Available 
for purchase in the university bookstore.
Other readings will be posted on D2L. 
ASSIGNMENTS
Attendance and participation: Regular class attendance and participation are required. I do not collect doctors’ notes or otherwise distinguish between excused and unexcused absences. If you encounter a medical emergency during the semester, please communicate with me immediately. Perfect attendance and consistent, thoughtful participation in class earns bonus points that can increase your course grade by a maximum of 2 pts. 

Homework: Due at the beginning of class. I do not accept late homework or homework submitted via D2L. To turn in homework, you must come to class. 

Quizzes: Based on assigned readings and/or lecture content. Quizzes may be given at the beginning or end of class. There will be no make-up quizzes. If you miss a quiz, you will receive a zero for that quiz. At the end of the semester, I will drop your lowest quiz grade.

Individual project: After our first test, you will begin focusing on an aspect of the Buddhist tradition that you find especially interesting. Your individual project allows you to explore your interest in greater depth. This may be done through additional reading, a visit to a local Dharma center or meditation group, interview with a Buddhist practitioner, analysis of a TV series, etc. Details to follow after the first test.

Tests: We will have two tests during the semester and an exam during finals week. Tests will be a combination of fill-in-the blank, short answer, and essay questions.


Grade breakdown:

Homework: 

10%

Quizzes:

10%

Individual project:
20%

Test 1:


20%

Test 2: 


20%

Final Exam:

20%

Grading: Course grades will be based on a scale of 100 points. Grades on tests will not be curved and letter grades will be assigned as follows: 98-100 A+, 93-97 A, 90-92 A-, 88-89 B+, 83-87 B, 80-82 B-, 78-79 C+, 73-77 C, 70-72 C-, 68-69 D+, 63-67 D, 60-62 D-, 59 and below is an F. 
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1: Introduction to the Course 

Indian social and religious life 5th-6th c. BCE
Week 2: The Life and Person of the Buddha Shakyamuni 


Karma and Rebirth
Week 3: The Four Noble Truths 


“No-self” and the Buddhist concept of personal identity

Week 4: The Twelve Links of Dependent Origination


The Noble Eight-Fold Path
Week 5: The sangha and Buddhist monastic community

Southern Buddhist meditation
Week 6: Test 1

The development of the Mahāyāna and the bodhisattva ideal

Week 7: Skillful means and Mahāyāna ethics 


Mahāyāna scriptures
Week 8: The Middle Way school


Emptiness
Week 9: The Mind Only school


The Buddha-Nature school
Week 10: Buddhism in East Asia


Zen

Week 11: Test 2

Buddhist Tantra

Week 12: Tibetan Buddhism


Buddhist approaches to death/dying
Week 13: Buddhism and gender

Week 14: Buddhism and violence


Buddhism and social activism
Week 15: Individual projects due

Review 
Final exam: TBA

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodations, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures [UWS Chapter 14]; and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 17]).

WORK REQUIRED PER CREDIT

The UW System standard for work required per credit is that students are expected to invest at least 3 hours of combined in-class and out-of-class work per week for each academic unit (credit) of coursework; thus, a 3-credit course will typically require a minimum of 9 hours of work per week (144 hrs/semester).

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS SHOULD INFORM THE INSTRUCTOR AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TERM.
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