University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #4

Change in or Deletion of an Existing Course

Type of Action (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Deletion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Requisite Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Course Revision
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Repeatability Change

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Description Change*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Title Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Number Change

area:   FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contact Hour Change and or Credit Change
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computer Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grade Basis
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Add Cross-listing
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:       
      *  Use Form 5, if only a Description Change

Effective Term:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Current/Old Course Number:
PSYCH 740    
Cross-listing:
     
New Course Number:
same    
Cross-listing:
     
Current/Old Course Title: 
Assessment I: Early Childhood
New Course Title:             
Assessment I: Academic Achievement and Progress Monitoring
25-Character Abbreviation (if new title):  Assessment I: Achievement
Sponsor(s):       
Tracey Scherr
Department(s): 
Psychology
College(s):        
 FORMDROPDOWN 

List all programs that are affected by this change:


M.S.E. and Ed.S. in School Psychology
If programs are listed above, will this change affect the Catalog and Advising Reports for those programs?  If so, have Form 2's been submitted for each of those programs?  

(Form 2 is necessary to provide updates to the Catalog and Advising Reports)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 They will be submitted in the future

Proposal Information:  (Procedures can be found at http://acadaff.uww.edu/Handbook/Procedures-Form4.htm) 

I. Detailed explanation of changes (use FROM/TO format)

FROM: The introductory assessment course for graduate students in the School Psychology Program. Content will cover principles of psychological measurement, including test reliability, validity, scores and item construction. Substantial content will address assessment of children from birth to preschool. Field work required.
TO: The introductory assessment course for graduate students in the School Psychology Program. Content will cover principles of psychological measurement, including test reliability, validity, scores and item construction. Substantial content will address assessment of academic achievement via traditional testing and curriculum-based assessment methods. Field work required.

II. Justification for action

Early childhood assessment will be incorporated into the three current assessment courses (PSYCH 740, 745, & 770) as appropriate to allow for increased focus on curriculum-based assessment and progress monitoring, proficiencies more relevant to assessment of academic achievement in school settings.
III. Syllabus/outline (if course Revision)

Please refer to the following pages

New Syllabus

ASSESSMENT I: ACHIEVEMENT AND PROGRESS MONITORING

PSYCH 740

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Fall 2004

Instructor: Tracey G. Scherr, Ph.D.




Phone: (262) 472-1018


Office: Winther Hall 5039





E-Mail: scherrt@uww.edu
Office Hours: M W 9-11:30 or by appointment

Required Textbooks: 

Sattler, J. M. (2001). Assessment of children: Cognitive applications (4th ed.). San Diego, CA: Jerome M. 

Sattler, Publisher, Inc.

Shapiro, E. S. (2004). Academic skills problems: Direct assessment and intervention (3rd ed.). New York: 

Guilford.


An optional workbook is also available for the Shapiro text.

A variety of required readings will be made available via a method to be determined and announced in class.

Required Materials:


Stopwatch


3 or 4 pocket folders with 3-punch fasteners

Clipboard


blank VHS videotape


Book stand 

Prerequisites: None

School Psychology Competencies (School Psychology Graduate Student Handbook, p. 29-36):

I. Data Based Decision Making and Accountability (A, B, D, I)

V. Student Diversity in Development and Learning (A, B, E)

X. School Psychology Practice and Professional Development (A)

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to provide future school psychologists with knowledge of and practice in academic assessment techniques. The primary goals are for students to be able to make informed, critical decisions regarding assessment tool selection; function as qualified examiners; and interpret assessment results in meaningful ways, creating links to appropriate interventions when they become practitioners. 

Learning Objectives:

1. Understand psychometric principles 

2. Appreciate the importance, limitations, and implications of the role of the school psychologist in assessing children’s achievement in schools

3. Develop awareness of academic achievement assessment options

4. Critically evaluate assessment tools and make informed selections accordingly

5. Become competent examiners using traditional, standardized academic achievement assessments

6. Build knowledge of curriculum-based assessment qualities and applications

7. Be able to compare and contrast traditional achievement tests and curriculum-based assessments

8. Begin to interpret assessment results and create links to interventions

Course Requirements:


Readings: Please refer to attached schedule. You will be expected to read assigned text sections and articles PRIOR TO class meetings. You should bring related questions and comments to class. Be prepared to discuss what you have read.


Exams: Tests evaluate your progress and rank your mastery of topics encountered in this course relative to your classmates’. To this end, 2 exams will be administered during the semester. Exams will cover material presented in class and in the readings. Various question formats, including short answer and essay, will likely be used.


Protocols: You will be required to administer three achievement batteries (one WIAT-II, one WJ-III Achievement, and one WIAT II or WJ-III Achievement) to three different children, whom you will be required find. A fourth battery may be requested of you if I determine you need more practice to meet this competency. You should submit the completed test protocols in separate pocket folders. Further instructions regarding consent procedures, confidentiality issues, and protocol completion will be provided in class.


Administration Video: You will be required to videotape your first achievement test administration. Your video will be reviewed and constructive feedback will be provided. This process is designed to evaluate your adherence to standardized administration guidelines and to help you break bad habits early (. A second tape may be requested if I determine you need more practice to meet this competency. 

General Expectations

Class Participation: Although not formally graded, your participation in class is essential to the learning process in this course. As a graduate student, you will be expected to have completed assigned readings prior to class and have developed corresponding impressions, arguments, and questions. Your willingness to share your ideas will demonstrate your commitment to the program of study you have chosen and will help me see where you are at in your examination of critical concepts and issues. Further, learning to be a quality assessor of children’s skill development is an important, involved process. Please ask questions to help clarify ambiguities along the way.

Attendance: You are expected to attend every class meeting. If you must miss a class, please make arrangements with a classmate to get extra copies of notes and handouts. You should also contact me prior to your absence to discuss ways to attempt to make up what you miss. Excessive absences may result in a lowered course grade.

Grading:






Scale:


Midterm Exam 


  100 points


A = 93 - 100% 


Final Exam 


  100 points


AB = 88 - 92%
 


Protocol 1 (WIAT-II)

    75 points


B = 80 - 87%


Protocol 2 (WJ-III)

    75 points


BC = 75 - 79%
       

Protocol 3 (WIAT-II or WJ-III) 
    75 points


C = 70 - 74% 


Video







D = 60 - 69%










F = 59% or lower

Total Possible


  425 points


Special Needs: Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any special needs or concerns regarding your performance in this course. We can discuss any classroom or testing accommodations you might need. Your confidentiality will be respected. The Center for Students with Disabilities and Project Assist, among other campus resources, are available to help meet students’ learning needs as well. Please contact me for further information.

Academic Integrity: Students who cheat rob themselves and others of accurate evaluation. More importantly, they compromise their own integrity. Sanctions will be imposed on students who are caught engaging in acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, copying another’s exam answers, allowing another to copy your exam answers, referring to resources during closed-book and closed-note exams, falsifying protocol information, etc.).

Electronic Devices: Out of respect for your instructor and your fellow classmates, please ensure that cell phones, pagers, etc. are turned off or placed in a non-disruptive, silent mode during class meetings. During quizzes and exams, these items must be packed away out of sight.

Relevant UW-W Policies:

The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive, and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination, and Absence for University-Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate & Graduate Timetables; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the “Academic Requirements and Policies” and the “Facilities and Services” sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 14]; and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 17]). 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Week: Dates
	Topics
	Assigned Reading
	Assignments Due

	 1: Classes    

     begin    

     Th 9/2
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	 2: T 9/7
	Course overview; Introduction to assessment
	Sattler 1 & 2

NASP position statement
	

	 3: T 9/14
	Diagnosis & classification in schools; Legal & ethical issues
	NASP position statement

(Sattler 2)

Handbook 12 & 21
	

	 4: T 9/21
	Psychometric Principles
	Sattler 4
	

	 5: T 9/28
	Assessing children; Introduction to assessing achievement
	Sattler 7 & 17 

Shapiro 1

NASP position statement
	

	 6: T 10/5
	WIAT-II
	(Sattler 17)

WIAT-II manual
	

	 7: T 10/12
	What is LD?
	Kavale & Forness 1 & 10

Fletcher et al.

WI SLD criteria packet
	

	 8: T 10/19
	Problem-solving process; Response to intervention (RTI)
	Best Practices 3

Shapiro 2

NASP handout
	

	 9: T 10/26
	Midterm exam
	
	

	10: T 11/2
	WJ-III Achievement
	(Sattler 17)

WJ-III manual
	Protocol 1 

(WIAT-II) & Video

	11: T 11/9
	Introduction to curriculum-based assessment (CBA)
	Shapiro 3

Best Practices 44
	

	12: T 11/16
	Curriculum-based measurement (CBM) 
	Shapiro 4

(Best Practices 3)

AIMSWEB packet
	

	13: T 11/23
	Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy (DIBELS)
	Best Practices 45 & 46

DIBELS packet
	Protocol 2 

(WJ-III)

	14: T 11/30
	Interpretation of assessment results; Interventions
	Shapiro 5 & 6
	

	15: T 12/7
	Progress Monitoring
	Shapiro 7

Fuchs & Fuchs
	Protocol 3

(WIAT-II or WJ-III)

	16: T 12/14
	Diversity & Bias
	Sattler 19 & 20

Best Practices 82
	

	17: TBA
	Final exam
	
	


* Please note that the contents of this syllabus may be altered as the course progresses.

Old Syllabus

Assessment I: Early Childhood

Fall Term, 2002

Psychology 740

Wed 4-6:30, Rm 4008 Winther Hall

Instructor: Randy T. Busse, PhD

Office: 5043WintherHall

Phone: 472-5400; email: busser@uww.edu
Office Hours: MWF 11-12; W 2-4 or by appointment

Prerequisites: Admission to the School Psychology Graduate Program or consent of instructor

University Statement: The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive, and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination, and Absence for

University Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the "Rights and Responsibilities" section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; The Academic Requirements and Policies, and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; the "Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 14]; and the "Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" [UWS Chapter 17].

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students with competencies in understanding the principles and uses of psychological tests and measurement methods, and their applications to problem-solving within psychoeducational settings. The course focuses on tests and measurements with children and adolescents. Particular emphasis is placed on assessment and intervention with preschool children.

Attendance Policy: Students are expected to attend all classes. Students who will miss class due to an emergency must contact the instructor prior to missing class. Students will be required to complete work missed due to absence.

Academic Integrity: In this course you are expected to perform with academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, the use of unauthorized materials, or any other form of academic misconduct will be severely penalized as permitted under UWS Chapter 14.

Accommodation for Persons with Disabilities: To facilitate inclusion of all students, please inform me of needed accommodations in the curriculum, instruction, or evaluation. Confidentiality will be maintained. Contact Student Services for further information.

Discrimination or Harassment Procedures: All students are entitled to personal respect and equal access. If you are experiencing discrimination or harassment, please contact either the instructor, the program chairperson, or the Dean of the College.

Religious Observations: Students will be excused for religious observations and will have the opportunity to engage in missed course work. Please inform me in writing within the first three weeks of class of day(s) you will miss.

Absence for University Sponsored Events: Students will be excused for university sponsored events and will have the opportunity to engage in missed work. Please inform me in writing at least one week prior to the day you will miss.

Rules for Incomplete Grades: Unless agreed upon with the instructor, all work is to be completed by the given due date.  Incompletes will be granted under certain circumstances (e.g., illness, personal situations).

Class Schedule and Topics

Date    
Topic                                                    
Readings
9/4     
Overview of course; Introduction to tests and the


problem-solving process

9/11 
Tests and the problem-solving process; Team processes;        
Witt: 1, 2, 3; Me: 1, 3; DPI website

         
Legal and ethical issues in preschool assessment;

         
Writing skills

Team formation 1st part of class

9/18 
Screening, eligibility, and classification;                        
Me: 4, 5, 6, 10; Witt 12; DPI website

         
Testing Children; Cognitive assessment

9/25   
Statistics review; Understanding scores;                      
Witt: 4; Me: 2

        
Introduction to test design

Choice of test for critique due

10/2    
Psychometrics: Reliability and validity                         
Witt: 5

10/9    
Psychometrics continued; Test bias

10/16   
Test design and construction; Item analysis;'

         
Evaluating tests

10/23   
"Catch-up;" Group planning time

10/3 0   
Catch-up; Group planning time

11/6 
Family involvement; Ecological and authentic assessment      
 Witt: 6, 7, 8; Me: 4, 8, 9

 Mullens presentation

11/13   
Social-emotional assessment                                
Witt: 13; Me: 13

 Battelle presentation

11/20   
Communication and language assessment                   
Witt: 11; Me: 12

LAPD presentation

11/27
FALL BREAK .

12/4 
Achievement testing; Adaptive behavior                     
Witt: 10, 14; Me: 15

Carolina presentation

 Test critique due

12/11    Motor skills; Play assessment                               
Witt: 15; Me: 11, 14

Transdisciplinary Play-Based Assessment presentation

12/18
Interpretation of results; Linking assessment to intervention      
Witt: 9; Me: 16, 17

 
Remaining issues/topics

 Test critique summary due

 Guidelines for Assessment Instrument Presentation

 Students will work in small groups present for the first half of class on the following tests:

       
 Battelle Developmental Inventory

        
Mullen Scales of Early Learning

        
Carolina Curriculum

        
Trandisciplinary Play-Based Assessment

        
Learning Accomplishment Profile-Diagnostic (LAPD) Standardized Assessment
Each presentation will include the following components, although the presentation format is up to the group.

1. Description of the instrument:

        - overview of content

        - organization of the test

        - brief description of scores and interpretation

        - description of test construction methods

        - overview of reliability and validity

2. The test itself along with a sample of the protocol

3. Appropriate audio-visuals

4. Demonstrations of selected items

5. An audience participation activity

6. Strengths and weaknesses of the instrument

7. Overall rating of the test - if and when you would use it

8. A 1 -2 page overview of the test and critique for each class member

Your presentation will be graded on a pass/fail basis. Students should not simply take turns lecturing on the

test - be creative and work as a team. You should include research beyond that offered by the developers of

the test. Students who do not perform adequately on the activity will be assigned related activities until

competency is demonstrated.

Assessment I

Test Critique Guidelines

The purpose of this exercise is to provide students an opportunity to learn to evaluate and critique psychological tests. Students will learn how to access information about tests, and to think critically about test use and application. The final product will be a paper of about 12-15 double spaced pages, excluding references. The paper will follow the APA format. [Please submit 1 copy of the paper for evaluation of competency. Students who do not achieve competency will be required to rewrite the critique. Once competency is achieved, please submit an extra copy to the instructor and a 1-2 page summary of the test and critique to share with class members during the final class period.]

The critique should include at least 6 external (of the test manual) references, 4 of which should be research generated outside of research reported in the manual (may not apply to new tests). The information gathered from these studies should be incorporated in the appropriate sections of the critique.

Description of the Test

 1. Title, publisher, date of publication, author(s), and a brief description of the test

Content and Use

1. Practical information/features and critique, e.g., administration time, available forms, cost (if available)

2. Characteristics and critique of the test, e.g., anchor and response format, skills needed, user friendliness

3. Characteristics and critique of the test manual, e.g., information regarding use, administration and scoring,

 descriptions of sample and psychometrics, user friendliness

Standardization Sample and Norms

1. Information and critique of norming procedures, e.g., sample size, reference groups

Scores and Interpretation

1. Description and critique of scores

Psychometric Properties

1. Reliability: Types and adequacy of reliability measures, critique of reliability studies

2. Validity: Types and adequacy of validity measures, critique of validity studies

Conclusions

1. Overall conclusions and decision about whether to use the measure

Required Readings:

          Witt, J.C., Elliott, S.N., Daly, E.J., Gresham, P.M., & Kramer, J.J. (1998). Assessment of at-risk and special needs children (2nd ed.Y Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill.

          McClean, M., Bailey, D.B., & Wolery, M. (1996). Assessing infants and preschoolers with special needs (2nd.ed.).  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

          WI DPI Special Education website

Suggested Reading

          Friedenberg, L. (1995). Psychological testing: Design, analysis, and use. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

School Psychology Graduate Student Outcome Competencies: Data Based Decision Making and Accountability

Course Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate understanding of the principles of test construction and use.

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of measurement concepts.

3. Students will apply critical thinking to psychological testing and problem-solving.

4. Students will demonstrate knowledge of norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, and curriculum based tests.

5. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychoeducational problem-solving for preschool          children.

6. Students will begin to learn how to effectively communicate the results of psychoeducational assessment data.

Specific Requirements and Grading:

1. Students are expected to attend all classes and to participate in class/small group discussion and activities. Students are expected to read assigned materials prior to class and are responsible for all readings whether or not the readings are covered in class.

2. A written test critique of a test designed for use with preschoolers is required to assess students' mastery for critical review of .tests.

3. A small group presentation of a preschool test is required.

4. Beginning the third week of class, students will be orally quizzed on their understanding of course content. Students who do not achieve competency will be required to engage in other activities to increase performance level.

The basis of this course is to provide competency training, therefore, graduate students will have the opportunity to achieve competency by revising activities to increase performance level. Students must achieve competency for each class activity.  Students who fail to meet competency level will receive instruction toward addressing deficiencies or, if a student is unwilling or unable to meet competency, he/she will be counseled toward removal, from the school psychology program.

Grading: Competency = A; Improvement Needed = I; Unable to reach competency = F

Note: Syllabus topics and dates may change as dictated by the needs of the students.

New Bibliography
PSYCH 740 BIBLIOGRAPHY

ASSESSMENT I: ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND PROGRESS MONITORING

REQUIRED TEXTS:

*Sattler, J. M. (2001). Assessment of children: Cognitive applications (4th ed.). San Diego, CA: 

Jerome M. Sattler, Publisher, Inc.

**Shapiro, E. S. (2004). Academic skills problems: Direct assessment and intervention (3rd ed.). 

New York: Guilford.


An optional workbook is also available for the Shapiro text.

SUPPLEMENTARY READING AND RESOURCE LIST:

*Kavale, K. A., & Forness, S. R. (1995). The nature of learning disabilities: Critical elements of 

diagnosis and classification. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

*Reynolds, C. R., & Gutkin, T. B. (1999). The handbook of school psychology (3rd ed.). New York: 

Wiley. 

*Thomas, A., & Grimes, J (Eds.). (2002). Best practices in school psychology IV. Bethesda, MD: 

National Association of School Psychologists. 

Curriculum based measurement information and articles (http://www.aimsweb.com)

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills information (http://dibels.uoregon.edu)

National Association of School Psychologists Position Statements (http://www.nasponline.org)

WI Specific Learning Disability information (http://www.dpi.state.wi.us)

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES:

*House, A. E. (1999). DSM-IV diagnosis in the schools. New York: Guilford.

Jacob-Timm, S., & Hartshorne, T. S. (2003). Ethics and law for school psychologists (4th ed.). 

New York: Wiley. 

McCarney, S. B., Wunderlich, K. C., Bauer, A. M. (1993). Pre-referral intervention manual (2nd 

ed.). Columbia, MO: Hawthorne.

*Rathvon, N. (1999). Effective school interventions: Strategies for enhancing academic 

achievement and social competence. New York: Guilford.

*Shinn, M. R., Walker, H. M., & Stoner, G. (Eds.). (2002). Interventions for academic and 

behavior problems II: Preventive and remedial approaches. Bethesda, MD: National Association of School Psychologists.

* available in library

** older edition available in library

Old Bibliography
Bibliography

Books. Journals. Articles


Aiken, L.W. (1994). Psychological testing and assessment (8th ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.


American Psychological Assocation (1985). Standards for educational and psychological

testing. Author: Washington, D.C.


Anastasi, A. (1988). Psychological testing (6th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.


Benner, S.M. (1992). Assessing young children with special needs: An ecological

perspective. New York: Longman.


Bracken, B.A. (1991). The psvchoeducational assessment of preschool children (2nd ed.).

Boston: Allyn and Bacon.


Elliott, C.D. (1990). Instructional and scoring manual for the Differential Ability Scales. San

 Antonio, TX: Psychological Corp.


Friedenberg, L. (1995). Psychological testing: Design, analysis, and use. Boston: Allyn and

 Bacon.


Gettinger, M., Elliott, S.N., & Kratochwill, T.R. (1992). Preschool and early childhood

treatment directions. Hillsdale, N.J.: Eribaum.

Gregory, R.J. (1996). Psychological testing. Boston: Allyn & Bacon.


Hoizman, S. (1990). Team assessment: A manual for diagnostic evaluation of young

children. Oconomowoc School District: Oconomowoc, WI.


Hutchinson, T.A. (1996). What to look for in the technical manual: twenty questions for

users. Language. Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools. 27, 109-121.  Journal of School Psychology.


Kramer, J.J., & Conoley, J.C. Mental measurements yearbook. Buros Institute of Mental

Measurements: University of Nebraska.


McAfee, 0, & Leong, D. (1997). Assessing and guiding young children's development and

learning (2nd ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.


McClean, M., Bailey, D.B., & Wolery, M. (1996). Assessing infants and preschoolersjvjth

special needs (2nd ed.). Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall
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