Current Grading Policy as it Appears in 2004-2006 Graduate Catalogue…

In courses designed to extend beyond the term of registration, e.g., thesis research, instructors may assign a grade of P to indicate progress toward completion. In courses not designed to extend beyond the term of registration, instructors may assign a grade of I to indicate a student’s course work was incomplete due to documented extenuating circumstances. Neither P nor I grades are calculated into the term or cumulative grade point averages. An I grade is accompanied by a signed contract in which the instructor specifies the work to be completed by the student. A P or I grade is replaced by a regular grade when the course work is completed. The grade point average for the term in which the course was registered, as well as for subsequent terms, and cumulative grade point averages will then be retroactively computed using the regular grade replacement. A regular grade cannot be changed to a P or I on a temporary basis. With the exception of 799 Thesis Research, course work must be completed within one calendar year from the time the P or I grade was assigned. Students may petition instructors for extensions of this deadline. Instructors granting extensions will then inform the Registrar’s Office. The Registrar’s Office automatically changes a P or I grade to an F when the work has not been completed by the deadline.

A grade of NN is recorded by the Registrar’s Office when an instructor does not report a grade for a student officially registered for the course. The student must take the initiative to remove or change any P, I, or NN grades. The grading symbol for audit is X. This grade is not calculated in the grade point average and no credit is earned in courses registered under this option. 

Proposed Grading Policy as it Would Appear in 2006-2008 Graduate Catalogue… (proposed changes underlined)
In courses designed to extend beyond the term of registration, e.g., thesis research, instructors may assign a grade of IP to indicate “in progress” toward completion. In courses not designed to extend beyond the term of registration, instructors may assign a grade of I to indicate a student’s course work was incomplete due to documented extenuating circumstances. Neither IP nor I grades are calculated into the term or cumulative grade point averages. An I grade is accompanied by a signed contract in which the instructor specifies the work to be completed by the student. An IP or I grade is replaced by a regular grade when the course work is completed. The grade point average for the term in which the course was registered, as well as for subsequent terms, and cumulative grade point averages will then be retroactively computed using the regular grade replacement. A regular grade cannot be changed to an IP or I on a temporary basis. With the exception of 799 Thesis Research, course work must be completed within one calendar year from the time the IP or I grade was assigned. Students may petition instructors for extensions of this deadline. Instructors granting extensions will then inform the Registrar’s Office. The Registrar’s Office automatically changes an IP or I grade to an F when the work has not been completed by the deadline.

A grade of NN is recorded by the Registrar’s Office when an instructor does not report a grade for a student officially registered for the course. The student must take the initiative to remove or change any IP, I, or NN grades. The grading symbol for audit is X. This grade is not calculated in the grade point average and no credit is earned in courses registered under this option. 
