University of Wisconsin-Whitewater

Curriculum Proposal Form #3

New Course

Effective Term:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Subject Area - Course Number:
FNBSLW 785 
Cross-listing:
     
(See Note #1 below)

Course Title: (Limited to 65 characters)
Financial Modeling
25-Character Abbreviation:  
Financial Modeling


Sponsor(s):  
Linda Yu
Department(s):
FNBSLW
College(s):
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Consultation took place:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes  (list departments and attach consultation sheet)

Departments:       


Programs Affected:
     
Is paperwork complete for those programs? (Use "Form 2" for Catalog & Academic Report updates)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

NA 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

will be at future meeting

Prerequisites:
FNBSLW 718 or equivalent
Grade Basis:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conventional Letter
 FORMCHECKBOX 

S/NC or Pass/Fail
 

Course will be offered:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Part of Load
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 Above Load 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

On Campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off Campus - Location       

College:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Dept/Area(s):
     
Instructor:
Linda Yu

Note: If the course is dual-listed, instructor must be a member of Grad Faculty.
Check if the Course is to Meet Any of the Following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Technological Literacy Requirement
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Writing Requirement


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Diversity 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  General Education Option:   FORMDROPDOWN 
   

Note:  For the Gen Ed option, the proposal should address how this course relates to specific core courses, meets the goals of General Education in providing breadth, and incorporates scholarship in the appropriate field relating to women and gender.

Credit/Contact Hours: (per semester)

Total lab hours:
0
Total lecture hours: 
800.0
 

Number of credits:
3.0
Total contact hours:
800.0 

Can course be taken more than once for credit?  (Repeatability)  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes          If "Yes", answer the following questions:

No of times in major:
1
No of credits in major: 
3
 

No of times in degree:
1
No of credits in degree:
3 

Proposal Information: (Procedures for form #3)
Course justification:


1. Rationale:

Finance is a fast developing area.  In order to prepare students for the job market, we need to incorporate industry practice into our curriculum.  Bloomberg is a widely used financial and trading system, whereas Excel is a popular analytic tool.  Based on feedback from our (Finance & Business Law) Advisory Board, more Excel and Bloomberg coverage is desirable. 

Relationship to program assessment objectives:
By adding FNBSLW 785 as an elective for MBA with Finance emphasis, we will help students to achieve the following learning goals which have been identified as major assurance of learning goals in the MBA program.

. Apply skills and knowledge appropriate for conducting business in a global environment;

. Apply skills and knowledge appropriate for managing the effective use of technology; and

. Apply high-level strategic thinking skills appropriate for conducting business.

Budgetary impact:


      None.

Course description: (50 word limit)

This course provides hands-on experience for students to access financial information and perform financial analysis. It covers formula building, referencing, integrated financials, scenario and sensitivity analysis, and data visualization techniques. 

If dual listed, list graduate level requirements for the following:

1. Content (e.g., What are additional presentation/project requirements?) 


2. Intensity (e.g., How are the processes and standards of evaluation different for graduates and undergraduates? ) 


3. Self-Directed (e.g., How are research expectations differ for graduates and undergraduates?) 


Course objectives and tentative course syllabus:



Students will learn how to download financial information from Bloomberg and perform financial analysis in Microsoft Excel. Bloomberg is a widely used information system by financial analysts and traders around the world. It provides real-time and historical price data, trading data, financials, and news. Students will be introduced to Bloomberg analytical functions in equity and fixed income investments. Excel is a powerful and easy to learn software, and it is widely used by practitioners. Many financial modeling can be performed using Microsoft Excel, including financial planning, forecasting, and valuations. The purpose of this course is to provide training on Bloomberg and related Excel functions. We will review and go over related financial concepts as well. 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to achieve the following objectives:

1. Obtain Bloomberg Certification in Equity and Fixed Income. 
2. Navigate Bloomberg system to locate/retrieve information needed to make investment and managerial decisions.
3. Download historical and real-time data through Bloomberg API.  
4. Conduct statistical analysis using Excel Data Analysis Toolpak and interpret empirical results.
5. Create tables, charts, and graphs in Excel that better represents data attributes. 
6. Perform scenario and sensitivity analysis in Excel. 
7. Understand the code of ethics and standards of professional conduct in investment professions.
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This syllabus is subject to change.
Office Hours and Contact Info:

Tuesday and Thursday: 



12:00-2:00pm, 3:30-4:00pm

Wednesday: 





1:00-4:00pm (electronic office hours)

or by appointment. Adjustments to office hours may be announced in class or posted on my office door.

Phone: (262) 472-5459 
Office: HH3300B

Email:
yuq@uww.edu
Credit Hours:  3
Prerequisites:  FNBSLW 718 or equivalent 
Textbook:   Financial Modeling, 3rd Edition, Simon Benninga, The MIT Press, ISBN-10:
0-262-02628-7, ISBN-13:978-0-262-02628-4, purchase.

Course Description and Objectives: This course provides hands-on experience for students to access financial information and perform financial analysis. It covers formula building, referencing, integrated financials, scenario and sensitivity analysis, and data visualization techniques. 

Students will learn how to download financial information from Bloomberg and perform financial analysis in Microsoft Excel. Bloomberg is a widely used information system by financial analysts and traders around the world. It provides real-time and historical price data, trading data, financials, and news. Students will be introduced to Bloomberg analytical functions in equity and fixed income investments. Excel is a powerful and easy to learn software, and it is widely used by practitioners. Many financial modeling can be performed using Microsoft Excel, including financial planning, forecasting, and valuations. The purpose of this course is to provide training on Bloomberg and related Excel functions. We will review and go over related financial concepts as well. 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to achieve the following objectives:

1. Obtain Bloomberg Certification in Equity and Fixed Income. 
2. Navigate Bloomberg system to locate/retrieve information needed to make investment and managerial decisions.
3. Download historical and real-time data through Bloomberg API.  
4. Conduct statistical analysis using Excel Data Analysis Toolpak and interpret empirical results.
5. Create tables, charts, and graphs in Excel that better represents data attributes. 
6. Perform scenario and sensitivity analysis in Excel. 
7. Understand the code of ethics and standards of professional conduct in investment professions.
Attendance Policy: Class attendance is required. If you must miss a class for any reason, please notify me as soon as possible. 

Current Event Discussion: We will discuss recent business articles/news during class meetings. Please feel free to use Bloomberg, Wall Street Journal, or other resources as you wish. This activity allows us to learn new developments in the market place, progress of the economy, and company specific events that are related to topics covered in this course. Each student will have two opportunities to discuss/present articles of choice to the class. There will be a discussion area on D2L for each presenter to post their article for the class to read before the presentation.  
Assignments: Students may work individually or as a group on assignments. I will reserve extra lab hours for the class. 
Exam Policy: There are three Bloomberg exams through the semester: Bloomberg Core Exam, Bloomberg Equity Essentials Exam, and Bloomberg Fixed Income Essentials Exam. You are expected to take all three exams and pass each exam with a score of 75% or higher. You may retake each exam one time (in which case, an average of the two attempts will be used in grade calculation). The exams are equally weighted.
Project: Students are expected to complete a comprehensive security analysis exercise in groups. The maximum number of student per group is four. Each group chooses a security (per instructor consent) and gathers financial and operational information about the firm using Bloomberg and other resources. Students form opinions on the firm’s current and past performance, future outlook, and present supporting evidence in the report. An oral presentation and a written report should be prepared by each group following CFA’s code of ethics and standards of professional conduct. 
Grading Policy:

The exams and the term project will be weighted as follows: 




Bloomberg Exams:



20%




Current Event Presentations:


20%



Assignments




20%

Group Project:




40%


The final grade on the course will be awarded according to the following scale:
100-90




A
89-85




AB
84-80




B
79-75




BC
74-70




C

69-60




D
59 and below



F

University Policy: The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with the university policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodations, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to undergraduate and graduate timetables; The “Rights and the Responsibility” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 14]; and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 17].)  
CoBE Student Honor Code: As members of the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater College of Business & Economics community, we commit ourselves to act honestly, responsibly, and above all, with honor and integrity in all areas of campus life. We are accountable for all that we say and write. We are responsible for the academic integrity of our work. We pledge that we will not misrepresent our work nor give or receive unauthorized aid. We commit ourselves to behave in a manner that demonstrates concern for the personal dignity, rights and freedoms of all members of the community. We are respectful of college property and the property of others. We will not tolerate a lack of respect for these values. 
http://www.uww.edu:80/cobe/students/honorCode.html
Academic Misconduct: In this course you are expected to perform to the utmost of your ability in an honest and sincere manner.  Cheating, the use of unauthorized materials, plagiarism, or any other form of academic misconduct will result in as severe a penalty as permitted in UWS Chapter 14. 

Tentative course schedule:
	Day
	Subject

	First Day
	Course Orientation and Create Bloomberg Account

	Week 1
	Bloomberg News, Bloomberg Launchpad

	Week 2
	Bloomberg API and Excel

	Week 3
	Bloomberg API and Excel Exercise

	Week 4
	Bloomberg Exam

	Week 5
	Bloomberg Equity Essentials

	Week 6
	Topics on Equity Valuation I

	Week 7
	Topics on Equity Valuation II

	Week 8
	Topics on Equity Valuation III

	Week 9
	Topics on Equity Valuation IV

	Week 10
	Bloomberg Exam

	Week 11
	Bloomberg Fixed Income Essentials

	Week 12
	Topics on Fixed Income Securities I

	Week 13
	Topics on Fixed Income Securities II

	Week 14
	Topics on Fixed Income Securities III

	Week 15
	Bloomberg Exam

	Week 16
	Project Presentation


Bibliography: (Key or essential references only.  Normally the bibliography should be no more than one or two pages in length.)
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and    non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html" Rights and Responsibilities

HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html"
” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17). 
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