
First Year Program Faculty 2019-2020
Oscar Arias
D.S., Harvard University, M.D. Universidad Nacional de Colombia – Bogotá
Occupational &  Environmental Safety & health
Dr. Arias joins the UW-Whitewater faculty from UCLA where he taught a graduate course in Interdisciplinary Occupational Health Practice while working as the assistant director at UCLA – Southern California NIOSH Education and Research Center.  Some of his research interests include musculoskeletal diseases, occupational epidemiology, and assessing physical job demands.
Kenyatta Barber
D.B.A., University of Wisconsin - Whitewater
Marketing
Dr. Barber joins the Marketing Department after being a  lecturer for several business courses while pursuing her D.B.A.  Dr. Barber’s areas of teaching interest include personal selling, sales management, consumer relations, sports marketing, marketing ethics, and retail analytics.
David Beyea
Ph.D., Michigan State University
communication
Dr. Beyea joins us from Michigan State University where he was the primary instructor for several communication courses.   Recent publications that he has published include research on ethics of controlling user-generated comments on social media, and how online consumer reviews impact attitude formation.
Jeongho Choi
Ph.D., Rutgers University
management 
Dr. Choi joins the faculty from St. John Fisher College where he worked as an assistant professor for the department of management and marketing.  His teaching and research interests include international business and management, policy, innovation performance, strategic alliances, and global pharmaceuticals.
Behrooz Davazdahemami
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University
ITSCM
Dr. Davazdahemami comes to UW-Whitewater from Oklahoma State University where he was a teaching associate for the management science and information systems department.  His research interests include big data, predictive analytics, healthcare analytics, social analytics, privacy in social media, and technology addiction.
Jodi Gissel
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin - Madison
accounting
Dr. Gissel joins the faculty of the Accounting Department from Marquette University where she taught graduate and undergraduate courses in accounting.  Her professional interests include forensic accounting, fraud investigation, financial accounting, and managerial accounting.  Her scholarly interests include judgement and decision-making, fraud, and ethics.
Luz Hernandez
Ph.D., University of Minnesota
Languages and Literatures
Dr. Hernandez joins the UW-Whitewater faculty from Illinois Wesleyan University, where she was a visiting assistant professor.  Current research Dr. Hernandez has in progress includes compiling oral narratives of Central American migrants transiting to the U.S., and addressing Heritage Speaker’s sociolinguistic needs to better empower these speakers.  
Ziyue (Zoe) Huang
Ph.D., University of North Carolina - Greensboro
ITSCM
Dr. Huang comes to UW-Whitewater from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro where she taught several courses on information systems and web design.  Her recent dissertation researched how use patterns of social media are changing and how those changes are influenced by regret.
Durga Kutal
Ph.D., Florida Atlantic University
Mathematics
Dr. Kutal joins UW-Whitewater from Wake Forest University where he taught probability and statistics.  Dr. Kutal has recently published an article titled, “A Non-mixture Cure Model for Right Censored Data with Fréchet Distribution.”   He has presented at several workshops about semi-parametric and non-parametric statistics.
Jessica Lauer
Ph.D., Michigan Technological University 
Languages and Literatures
Dr. Lauer joins us from Michigan Technological University where she taught both online and live communication courses.  She also worked as the campus communicator for the English Language Institute promoting ESL services.  Recently, Dr. Lauer has received a Finishing Fellowship from Michigan Tech. 
Jamila Lee-Johnson 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin – Madison
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

INCLUSIVE EXCELLENCE FELLOW
Dr. Lee-Johnson joins UW-Whitewater from UW-Madison where she worked as a teaching assistant and a research team lead mentor.  She was a book editor for the Critical Theory and Qualitative Data Analysis in Education (New York: Routledge) with several invited book chapters within the book.  Her research interests include holistic and culturally-sensitive mentoring, socialization of students of color, leadership development and support for female African American scholars.
Monica Lineberger
Ph.D., University of South Carolina – Columbia
Political Science
Prior to coming to UW-Whitewater, Dr. Lineberger was a visiting lecturer of political science at the University of Richmond.  Areas of research interest include interbranch relationships, interaction of institutional design and judicial powers, dynamics of environmental shifts and institutions, measurement of judicial concepts, Bayesian analysis, and improving statistical inference. 

Nicholas Lovett
Ph.D., University of California – Santa Cruz

economics
Dr. Lovett has most recently been a lecturer at UW-Whitewater in the Economics Department.  Areas of interest include applied, urban, and public microeconomics, and public policy analysis.  Dr. Lovett was also nominated for UW-Whitewater’s Student Government Outstanding Faculty/Staff Award in 2018 and CoBE’s Outstanding Academic Staff Award, also in 2018.  
Meredith McFadden
Ph.D., University of California - Riverside
Philosophy and Religious Studies 
Dr. McFadden joins the faculty of UW-Whitewater from Lawrence University where she is a Uihlein Fellow of Ethics and Post-Doctoral Fellow.  Her areas of teaching include social and political philosophy, ancient philosophy, Asian (Classical Chinese) philosophy, and philosophy of law.  Other research areas of interest include epistemology, Nietzsche, and applied ethics.
Katharine Miller
Ph.D., Purdue University
communication
Dr. Miller comes to Whitewater after teaching several courses in communication at Purdue University.  Recently, she was an exchange student in communication at the Copenhagen Business School, focusing on corporate responsibility, sustainability, and leadership.  Dr. Miller was also a research assistant for Purdue where she worked with instructors on curriculum development and implementation.
Sarah Beth Nelson
Ph.D., University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill
Educational Foundations
Dr. Nelson joins UW-Whitewater after teaching courses for undergraduate and masters students at the University of North Carolina while pursuing her Ph.D.  Recently, she has presented at several conferences and panels on topics such as censorship and storytelling and on the benefits of the arts for STEM students.
Tilda Nguyen
Ph.D., University of Hawaii at Manoa
Finance and Business Law
Before joining UW-Whitewater, Dr. Nguyen taught finance courses at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.  Her research and teaching interests include empirical asset pricing, alternative investments, securities valuation, investment banking, business finance, portfolio theory and security analysis and private equity.
Kristen Prock
Ph.D., Michigan State University
Social Work
Dr. Prock comes to UW-Whitewater from Michigan State University where she worked as a project coordinator and co-investigator of two research projects on topics related to intimate partner violence and intersections of identity.  Dr. Prock was also a focus group facilitator for Saginaw Valley State University for the social work department’s annual program evaluation.
Naomi Rahn
Ph.D., University of Minnesota
Special Education
Dr. Rahn joins the faculty of UW-Whitewater after working for the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families as their research and planning section chief.  She has also recently published an article about early childhood special education teachers’ use of embedded learning opportunities within classroom routines and activities.
Narendra Regmi
Ph.D., Clemson University
Economics
Dr. Regmi most recently taught macroeconomics at Clemson University and was a summer research intern at Mercatus Center in Arlington, VA.  He is currently working on papers about empirical evaluation of schooling efficiency measures and the relationships between demographic transitions and changes in sectoral composition of output.
Haijian Sun
Ph.D., Utah State University
Computer Science
Prior to coming to UW-Whitewater, Dr. Sun has assisted teaching several electrical and computer engineering courses including control systems, microelectronics, computer networks, and wireless and mobile networking.  Some of his research interests included mobile edge and cloud computing, machine learning applications in vehicular and drone applications, and physical layer security.
Amin Vahedian Khezerlou
Ph.D., University of Iowa
ITSCM
Dr. Khezerlou was recently a graduate mentor for undergraduate thesis research in business analytics at the University of Iowa while working toward a Ph.D.  His dissertation focused on mining big mobility data for large urban event analytics.  Some of his other research interests include spatio-temporal data analytics, and event detection and prediction. 
Hamid Vakilzadeh
Ph.D., Florida Atlantic University
Accounting
Prior to coming to UW-Whitewater, Dr. Vakilzadeh has taught principles of accounting I and II at Florida Atlantic University while he was pursuing his Ph.D. Some of his research interests include financial reporting quality, non-financial information, corporate culture, social networks and fake news.
Marijuana Vandyck
Ph.D., Cardinal Stritch University

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

INCLUSIVE EXCELLENCE FELLOW
Dr. Vandyck comes to UW-Whitewater from Beloit College where she served as the Director of the TRIO Student Support Services Program.  She previously worked on this campus as an academic advisor and the Director of the Future Teacher Program.  She also has teaching experiences in both higher education and K-12 settings.  Her recent presentations are focused on equity asset based approaches to education, student engagement and faculty/staff development. 
Yefeng Wang
ABD, University of Manitoba
Management
Mr. Wang has taught a business and society course for several years at the University of Manitoba while working towards his Ph.D.  His current teaching interests include entrepreneurship, family business management, business ethics and some research interests include corporate social responsibility and corporate governance.  
Lei (Jeremy) Xu
Ph.D., Texas Tech University
Management
Dr. Xu has presented several research topics at the Strategic Management Society Annual Meeting in Paris, France last year.  Several of his current articles in progress evaluate inter-firm cooperation, venture capital investing, and resource dependence and network closure.
Dimitri Yatsenko
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin - Madison
Accounting
Dr. Yatsenko has taught introductory managerial accounting for several years at the Wisconsin School of Business while he worked toward a Ph.D. in Accounting.  His current research interests include judgment and decision making, motivation, incentives, performance measurement, and cost accounting.   
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