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MISSION STATEMENT

In accord with the University and College of Letters and Sciences missions, the department of
Psychology has the following mission:

e The department offers a broad range of courses in psychology with an emphasis on
scientific inquiry and critical thinking. These courses prepare majors and minors for
further graduate training or to seek employment.

e The department offers a graduate program in School Psychology, leading to the
Educational Specialist degree.

e The department encourages scholarly activity by both faculty and students and supports
faculty and student research.

e The department encourages faculty involvement in departmental, college, and university
service, as well as student and faculty linkages with community agencies.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Student learning outcomes (SLOs) are statements of what a student will know or be able to do when they
have completed a program. They represent the knowledge and skills a program has determined are most
important for students to gain from that program. The most useful SLOs are specific and measurable so
the program can accurately assess the degree to which students have achieved each outcome, and they
align with college and institution mission and values. Data on achievement of SLOs is used to make
improvements in the program and increase student success.

In 2002 the Task Force on Undergraduate Psychology Major Competencies of the American
Psychological Association (APA) published “Undergraduate Psychology Major Learning Goals and
Outcomes: A Report” (updated in 2007, APA Guidelines for the Undergraduate Major). The
report describes 10 achievement goals for undergraduate Psychology students grouped into two
categories to emphasize goals specific to the Psychology major and goals consistent with Liberal
Arts Education that are further developed in Psychology. Our objectives are clearly consistent
with the APA goals for the Psychology major (Knowledge Base of Psychology; Research Methods
in Psychology, Critical Thinking Skills in Psychology, Application of Psychology, and Values in
Psychology), as well as with those that articulate Psychology’s contribution to and extension of
more Liberal Arts goals (Information & Technological Literacy, Communication Skills,
Sociocultural & International Awareness, Personal Development, and Career Planning &
Development).




Subject Matter

Graduates from the department of Psychology will be able to demonstrate:

e Basic factual knowledge of psychology, including fundamental properties of the nervous
and perceptual system, and the principles of learning, cognition and memory, human

development, psychological disorders, personality, and social processes.
¢ Knowledge of historical and contemporary theoretical perspectives presented by

physiological, cognitive, behavioral, social, psychodynamic, and humanistic approaches.

e Knowledge of different research techniques, including observation, case study,
experimentation, and correlation.
e Knowledge of ethical issues related to the field of psychology.

o Knowledge of sociocultural contexts that influence individual differences, and which

affect theory and research in psychology.
Cognitive Development
Graduates from the department of Psychology will be able to:

e Distinguish between correlation and causation.

e Detect avalid from an invalid conclusion based on given empirical evidence.

e Draw avalid conclusion based on application of statistical analysis of evidence.
e Recognize the need for control/baseline conditions to apprise an effect.

e Design asimple, sound plan to answer a research question.

o Apply knowledge of psychological principles to everyday life situations.

e Explain the meaning and importance of clinically significant findings.

Skills

Graduates from the department of Psychology will be able to:

e Demonstrate competence in basic computer skills, including the ability to use word

processing and statistical analysis software.

e Search for printed and electronic information on a specifically defined and/or general

area of psychology (e.g., library’s on-line system, CD-ROM, and the Internet).
e Gather systematic information about human experience or behavior.
e Conduct and interpret simple data analyses.
e Write a research report according to APA format.
e Communicate research findings.

In addition to the student learning outcomes for Psychology, students who major in Psychology
Education will also meet the following education standards from the Interstate New Teacher

Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC):

e [Standard 1: Content Pedagogy] He or she must understand the central concept and
structure of discipline and it must be created in such a way that students can learn from it

effectively.




[Standard 2: Student Development] The teacher must be able to understand the
student’s ability to grasp things and must come up with the methods that can offer better
personality development of the students.

[Standard 3: Diverse Learners] The teacher must know that the students have
different capabilities of learning and based on that must train them.

[Standard 4: Multiple Instructional Strategies] The teacher must be able to
understand and use a variety of instructional strategies so that they are able to solve
problems, think critically and show better performance.

[Standard 5: Management and Motivation] The teacher must be able to
understand individuals and create a learning environment to encourage positive social
interactions, self-motivation and active learning engagement.

[Standard 6: Technology and Communication] The teacher should use verbal,
non-verbal and media communication to impart knowledge in the students for their
better understanding of the subject matter.

[Standard 7: Planning] It is highly recommended that the teacher must be able to plan
various things for students such as curriculum, community and students, and knowledge
of subject matter.

[Standard 8: Assessment] The teacher assesses the students formally or informally to
evaluate the social, intellectual and physical development of the students.

[Standard 9: Reflective Practice: Professional Development] The teacher is
considered a reflective practitioner who can evaluate the effects of the choices and actions
on others and prepares students to face the world professionally as well.

[Standard 10: School and community Involvement] The last standard of INTASC

standards is to develop the relationship amongst students, colleagues, society, parents
and various other agencies to support learning and well-being.
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